Letter from the Director
Attention, attention West End House Camp! We are extremely proud to have had a successful 2021
camp season. This did not come about accidentally. Every couple of weeks in the ten months before
camp, the Health & Safety Committee met with the goal of keeping campers healthy, while making the
West End House experience as close to normal as possible. With the help of an incredible medical
staff and with the support of our Board of Directors, we accomplished the simultaneous goals of safety
and fun.
When I’m asked “how did camp go this summer?” my answer is simple. For the campers, it was a
blast! An amazing experience after being stuck at home for most of 15 months. That’s 15 months of
not being able to play with friends, 15 months of few face to face interactions, 15 months of being
unable to work on interpersonal skills, 15 months of not molding independent skills, 15 months of
way too much screen time. Kids NEEDED camp and West End delivered in a big way.
Special thanks go out to Natasha Williamson, Brock Major II, Tabatha Mason, Becki Leighton, Sean
Petone and especially Dr. Evan Hack who helped us navigate the challenge of keeping camp safe. I’d
like to thank my right hand man, Business Operations Director Steve Dancey, for making sure we had
all the supplies necessary and for creating two flawless entry dates. I’d like to thank Josh Daigle, for
doing all the behind the scenes work and for making sure parents would see their son’s each day on
Bunk1. Finally, I’d like to thank my selfless wife, Rachel, who is a master of technology and whose
weekly videos of camp had parents feeling the energy that we see on a daily basis.
We have all learned so much from Steve Lepler through the years and will take his many lessons with
us as we start a new era of camp. Thank you Steve for what you have done for West End and I will
always take with me your positive outlook and passion you brought as Camp Director.
We all know the wisdom that Bill Margolin has brought over the last 60+ years to West End. Bill still
gives the best guidance! West End House Camp is Bill Margolin and we hope we have many more
years of his influence, knowledge, and presence.
When we were planning the 2021 season, we were hearing about camps taking on less kids and
offering fewer weeks. As a former longtime camper, I had in the back of my mind, “what would 12
year old Ryan say about missing camp in 2020, followed by an abbreviated summer in 2021.”
Knowing the pain of not having camp in 2020, we owed it to our campers to do everything we could to
make 2021 as close to 2019 as possible. I am proud to say we did just that. The number of campers in
2021 was exactly the same as in 2019. We had a record breaking 43 “Elite 8 campers,” who stayed for
the entire summer. We are one of the very few camps that still offers a full 8 week summer. But, that
is how we roll at West End, never taking the easy way out. The resiliency of our staff and campers and
the trust our parents have was on full display during the 2021 season.

The true heroes of 2021 were the staff. They gave up many of their typical privileges in order to make
sure you sons had an amazing experience. I will never forget the selflessness of these young men, who
had restrictions on their time out of camp. They understood what was at stake and knew that having
a safe summer required their sacrifice. We will always owe them our gratitude.
As we start the enrollment for the summer of 2022, we will take the lessons of 2021 and improve our
program further. West End House Camp continues to be a magical place, with an authentic diversity
and a commitment to campers of all backgrounds. Your son is always treated as my own son. West
Enders enjoy a brotherhood that goes far beyond the years spent as a camper.
“When you’re one of the boys, you’re always one of the boys” is not merely something we say, it's 114
years of a commitment to kids. ALL campers, staff, alumni, and the families of West Enders are our
family too. West End House is not just a camp. When the campers go home after 8 weeks, it does not
end there. We have an alumni week, where 150 people come up and raise money so that future
generations can reap the benefits of being a West Ender like we have. That’s what it is to be a West
Ender. “The Spirit of the House will never die.”
We cannot wait to see you for our 115th year on the shores of Long Pond, in our summer palace in
Parsonsfield, Maine.
Sincerely,

Ryan Wilensky
Camp Director

