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dedication

The West End House Camp has flourished these past 100 years due in large part to the loyal support  
of Old Timers who themselves were the beneficiaries of the West End House “experience.”

The efforts of George Kane, Barney Yanofsky, and Louis Kane have been outstanding examples of the  
truly passionate support that has been rendered not only by them but also by their colleagues during  
the past century.

The publication of this book was made possible in part by the generosity of the families of these three 
individuals. To them and to countless others who have made us what we are today, we extend our  
sincere gratitude and solemn pledge that the next hundred years will meet with even greater success.
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Foreword

The West End House Camp has thrived for one hundred years. Many people, over many years, have spent 
a great deal of time and money to build and maintain this first class summer camp on Long Pond in East 
Parsonsfield, Maine. This 159 acre site is a place where thousands of boys have spent part or all of their 
summers since 1908. It is where they developed lifelong skills and friendships with others like and unlike 
themselves. It is where they learned how to live, relate to, and compete with their peers, independent of 
family. This is where unforgettable memories were created. This place – the West End House Camp – has 
been among the most positive and powerful influences in their lives.

The following excerpt from the Camp’s 1992 yearbook, the “Spirit”, captures the sentiment that is routinely 
expressed by campers and alumni:

There is no greater place on this earth to spend a summer than at West End House Camp. For the past twelve 
summers, 6 as staff, 6 as camper, West End has played a colossal role in my life. For while camp lasts only eight 
weeks, there is not a day in the off season that goes by when I don’t think about my experiences at West End.  
The friendships I have made here will last forever. (Michael Andelman, Program Director, 1992)

Many great institutions, even some great nations (the USSR, for one), have not survived a century. 
Examples are legion. Of all the professional sports teams in Boston and the venues in which they play, 
only the Red Sox (barely) predate 1908 (they were called the “Americans” until 1907). Even Fenway Park 
did not open until 1912. The West End House Camp has been at its location in East Parsonsfield, Maine 
longer than Boston University has been at its current campus in Boston, longer than MIT has been at its 
site in Cambridge, and longer than Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts has been at its present location in the 
Fenway. The West End House Camp is older than the League of Nations, its successor the United Nations, 
the Nation of Israel, the States of New Mexico, Arizona, Hawaii, and Alaska, the NAACP, Boy Scouts of 
America, Girl Scouts of America, and Federal income taxes.

Thousands of boys have attended West End House Camp. Some have come for two weeks in a single 
summer. Many started as campers and worked their way up to counselor (Counselor-In-Training, Junior 
Counselor, Senior Counselor), staff, contributors and Board members. Most have come from the Boston 
area, but many have also come from other States and some from other countries. Many languages have 
been spoken at Camp. There are many who are or were the first in their families to attend; there are many 
others whose families have been involved for decades and generations, some even from the Camp’s very 
beginning. Traditions have come – and some have gone.



t h e  c a m p  h i s t o r y ,  b y  d e c a d e6  t h e  c a m p  h i s t o r y ,  b y  d e c a d e 7

There are also many men and women who did not attend the 
Camp as campers or counselors but who have contributed 
a great deal to its history in any number of ways — as 
landowners, caretakers, doctors, nurses, cooks, kitchen boys, 
bus drivers, neighbors, WEH Women’s Auxiliary members 
and supporters. They have all added to the personality of the 
West End House Camp experience.

There have, of course, been plentiful physical changes for  
the better. The lake remains a clean, sparkling treasure and 
the Camp, thankfully, remains off the beaten path, miles 
away from “civilization.”

Two of the astounding aspects of the Camp are the 
generational connections and continuity, both of which  
help to breed an unsurpassed loyalty. This is not just true  
of campers and counselors; in our entire 100 year history, 
for example, we have had only five Executive Directors and 
seven head caretakers.

In Jacob M. Burnes’ West End House: The Story Of A Boys’ 
Club (1934) and Reed Ueda’s West End House 1906-1981 
(1981), both of which are highly recommended, select pieces 
of this history are told. Those books, however, mention the 
Camp mostly as it relates to the overall history of the West 
End House itself. This book focuses primarily on the Camp 
to tell the definitive story of the Camp’s first century. Of 
course, it can never be more than an attempt. There are so 
many people and memories. It is a challenge to capture all of 
it. By far the most difficult challenge we faced in writing this 
book was in not speaking to more people, not running down 
more leads, and not seeking out more pictures. There just 
was not enough time. We wanted to have this book ready  
for the Camp’s Centennial Gala at Gillette Stadium on  
May 3, 2008.

(By Bill Margolin) It is an honor (and a challenge!) to 
contribute towards this publication. My deepest gratitude to 
Marty Jacobs for his vision that has now been transformed 
into a written and visual record of the history of the West 
End House Camp. It would not have happened without the 
initiative, determination, and incredible time that Marty put 
into this effort. After one hundred years we have a written 
history of this most beloved institution, and Marty made  
it happen.

As anyone even minimally involved with the West End 
House Camp knows, there is no end to the stories and 
comments that could be told about the Camp. Indeed, 
countless volumes could still be published, but we had to 
stop somewhere.

I have been privileged to have had an affiliation with WEH 
Camp for fifty years. I started as a reluctant 13 year old 
camper in 1958, a non-athlete who had never been away 
from home on his own and who wanted to keep it that 
way! However, my father’s insistence that it would be good 
for me proved that “father knows best.” After 1958 I never 
looked back, although I could never have imagined that this 
organization would become my life’s work. 

Perhaps my love for the West End House was in my blood. 
My mother came from Lithuania in 1908 and lived for the 
next twenty years in the West End of Boston. Her closest 
friend was Freda Hurwitz, who married Sam Sands. It was 
Sam, a lifelong member of the West End House, who claimed 
me as his nephew and paved the way for my attending Camp. 

In those days, if you were not a local West End kid who 
belonged to the Club, you needed to have a close relative as 
your sponsor. I came close: Freda and Sam were called Aunt 
Freda and Uncle Sam by both my brother, Malcolm, and me, 
and my parents were Aunt Rose and Uncle Max to their two 
sons, Jerry and Joe!

My mother was very proud of her West End roots. I 
remember in 1958 meeting the busses at 16 Blossom Street 
for my first day of camp, and seeing my mother greet old 
friends from her childhood who were also sending their  
sons to WEH Camp that day.

By the time I enlisted in 1966 for a four year stint in the 
Army, I had spent part or all of the preceding eight summers 
in East Parsonsfield, Maine. However, I never thought that 
one day I would become the Executive Director of both the 
Camp and the Club. In my own mind I wanted to teach 
Russian on the high school level or run a radio station! 

When I returned to civilian life in June 1970, I spent the 
next two summers as a counselor at WEH Camp. I had two 
semesters to finish up at Bowdoin College. Before being 
discharged in Germany, I had written to Albert Stearns, 
who for years was in charge of hiring the counselors. He did 
interviews in his office at Triangle Dress Co. at 75 Kneeland 
Street. I always enjoyed visiting him there, since afterwards I 
would drop into nearby Kublin’s Restaurant where Ida and  
Abe Kublin would treat me to all kinds of delicacies! 

Towards the end of the 1971 camp season, Albert Stearns 
encouraged me to apply for the dual job of Program Director 
for the Camp and Social/Recreation Director for the soon 
to be opened WEH Boys Club in Allston. I successfully 
interviewed just after Labor Day in 1971, and a month later 

(October 4th) attended the Grand Opening Ceremonies of 
the Allston Street facility with my parents. I vividly recall my 
mother on that day again meeting up with some childhood 
chums. We were greeted by volunteers Ruth Aisner (whose 
family knew mine from the old West End) and her husband, 
Julius, parents of one of my best friends from Camp, Bobby.

On December 20, 1971 I officially began full time employment 
with West End House and WEH Camp, having finished up 
at Bowdoin a month earlier than anticipated. Thirty-six years 
later I am still around! 

I take great satisfaction in knowing that the WEH has had 
such a positive effect on countless numbers of youngsters, 
and I am proud to have been a part of that process, both at 
the Camp and at the Club. I have made many wonderful 
friends within the West End House “family,” as well as within 
the Parsonsfield, Maine and Allston-Brighton communities. 
Although I know I am surely leaving out someone, I do want 
to extend my gratitude to people who over the years have 
been my special friends, advisors, and mentors: Joe Kaplan, 
Mike Cataldo, Albert Stearns, Louis Kane, Barney Yanofsky, 
Allan Romanow, Ben Gargill and Allie Coles from the past, 
and Henry Barr, Marty Jacobs, Gerry Walsh, Bert Wynn, 
Lois Nathan, Norman Weinberg, Roz MacEachern, Hy 
Escott, and Sam London from the past and present! Special 
thanks and regards to a dear friend, George Kane, who as  
of this writing celebrated his 103rd birthday.

I would also like to single out Steve Lepler, who is not only 
a totally dedicated administrator for the Camp but is also 
my good friend. His presence at Camp starting in 1999 has 
truly been the key to so many improvements there, including 
increased attendance over the years. He gives of himself 
tirelessly and selflessly, even during the off season while 
working full time for another organization. 

There is one person who has stood with me and without 
whose help I just would not have been able to accomplish 
so much of what I have done - my wife, Bryna Leeder. Her 
brother, Larry, was a camper and staff man at West End 
House Camp, and it was always a delightful and much 
anticipated occasion when Larry’s mother, Beatrice, drove 
into Camp on Opening Day with a station wagon full of 
relatives, including Larry’s sister, Bryna, whom I was to 
marry years later.

Bryna’s volunteer efforts, dedication, and loyalty are 
unparalleled. She has given of her time, efforts and resources 
in a most generous and unassuming manner. The summer 
could offer her 10 weeks for a well deserved rest from the 

frenetic pace she has maintained for almost four decades as 
a teacher of the English language at Watertown High School 
to children born in other countries. Instead, she volunteers 
each summer, performing a myriad of tasks that would take 
a full page to enumerate. Her efforts are extraordinary and 
have been of incredible benefit to the Camp. I am so grateful 
for what she has done for the Camp and for me! Thank you, 
Bryna, you are a gem! 

Read on, enjoy, and join with all of us as we begin our second 
century serving children!

(By Marty Jacobs) I attended West End House Camp 
(WEHC) as a 14 year old camper only for the last four weeks 
of the seven week long summer of 1965, after my freshman 
year at Brookline High School. I was placed in the Gottlieb 
bunk, the oldest campers. I already knew that I loved 
camping. I had enjoyed a different (coed) Maine summer 
camp for three weeks each of the prior three summers, 
though that camp did not take sports and competition as 
seriously as I did. I knew of WEHC mostly through my 
family’s upstairs neighbor, Al Miller, who with great and 
persistent humor and fondness encouraged me to give it a 
try. In those days, there was routinely a waiting list to get in, 
but I know that Al spoke on my behalf. I remember being 
brought down to the Club on Blossom Street for a very brief 
meeting with Allie Coles. (The only thing I remember about 
that meeting is that he wanted to know if I wet my bed. I 
remember also that the neighborhood around Blossom Street 
appeared largely vacant.). 

However, I had heard of the Club and Camp, and I had 
been to the Club once before. A couple of years earlier, 
Joel Saperstein had organized a group of friends from 
our elementary school basketball team (Devotion School, 
Brookline), to go into the Club and play against some West 
Enders that Joel knew from having been to the Camp. He 
had been a camper there since the summer of 1961. 

I know we thought we were pretty good basketball players. I 
do not remember the final score of that game, nor do I recall 
many details of the game, but I am sure we were beaten 
badly. I do remember the feeling of having had no impact 
whatsoever, as the game was controlled entirely, all over the 
court, by someone Joel called “Reggie.” At the start of the 
game, Joel suggested that I guard Reggie. Joel, a good friend, 
probably wanted to embarrass me, but I am also sure that 
he wanted no part of guarding Reggie himself. Of course, 
Reggie proceeded to do whatever he wanted, as if I wasn’t 
even there. When he had the ball, he threw so many fakes at 
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me that I was either frozen in place or tripping all over  
myself. When I had the ball, he took it from me whenever he 
wanted to. When there was a loose ball, he always beat me to 
it. He was better than I was in every possible way. 

On the way home, Joel also mentioned that there were lots 
of good players and athletes at the Camp, including Steve 
Rubin, already a budding star at Brookline High School. So, 
Al Miller didn’t really have to encourage me too much. I had 
already been thinking about the Camp.

It turned out that there were other good friends of mine from 
Brookline at the Camp in 1965, including Stan Wyzanski 
and Steve Provizer, as well as Alan Rudnick and Bennett 
Davies, both of whom I had met that year at Brookline High. 
And it did not take long to meet others, many of whom 
remain close friends over 40 years later. 

We were certainly not all great (or even good) athletes, 
but we did love sports, competition and the camaraderie 
that came with living with the same group of people full 
time for weeks. We loved competing against each other as 
campers, and then over the next several years as counselors, 
and even more against other camps, mostly in basketball 
but sometimes in baseball. With Reggie Bird, Steve Rubin 
and many others younger and older, we always felt we could 
compete well, and we always did, though we surely did not 
always win. We also loved coaching campers in all sports, 
trying to get them to get the most from themselves.

From my very first night’s activity at the Camp, a Capture-
the-Flag game, I knew that I would not have to worry about 
whether the competitive spirit of the other kids would match 
mine. It was just the opposite, and just what I had hoped for. 

I returned as a first-year Counselor-in-Training (CIT) in 
1966, as a second year CIT in 1967, then as a Counselor 
for the summers 1968-1971. Over these several summers, 
I coached many league teams, intercamp teams and Color 
War teams. But it would be a real mistake to think that 
the competition was the only, or even the most, important 
part of the experience. Simply dealing with the fears, jokes, 
health, needs and demands of 10-12 boys daily, inside the 
cabins and at meals, was sometimes a challenge, usually fun, 
but always interesting. Lots of boys were quickly comfortable 
with their surroundings and their cabin mates, but many 
were not. There was occasional homesickness to deal with, 
especially among the younger boys, which was almost 
always cured by time (within a week or two), friendships and 

participation in activities. Outside the cabins, I spent most 
of my time in a bathing suit at the waterfront, teaching and 
directing sailing, canoeing and sometimes skiing. I loved the 
place, the lake, the smell, the quiet and the sounds, the way 
the weather often changed so quickly. I still do.

All three of my brothers (Allan, Bob, Ed), two nephews  
(Ben Widlanski, Joe), and both of my sons (Sam 1996-1999, 
Mike 1997-2002 and 2004) have attended the Camp as 
campers and/or counselors. 

The heart and soul of the West End House Camp is Bill 
Margolin. I first met Bill in June, 1970, upon his return to 
Camp after serving in the Army from 1966 -1970. He swears 
that he remembers the place, date and time that we first met, 
though I wonder how I made such a lasting impression.  
In 1970, we were opposing Color War head coaches. If you  
want to know who won, well, look it up. (Hint: My team  
won Song Night.) 

Born in 1945, Bill first came to Camp in 1958, where he has 
been a fixture ever since, except for the four year period 
1966-1970 when he served in the U.S. Army during the Cold 
War. Bill has long been known as “Snoop” or “Snoopy”, short 
for “Snoopy Nilogram” (Margolin spelled backwards). He 
knows everyone from Allston-Brighton to East Parsonsfield. 
He knows Camp people, history and how they are connected. 
Except for the years 1966-1970, he has been involved in the 
production of the Camp’s yearbook, the Spirit, officially and 
unofficially, since there has been a Spirit. Bill’s wife, Bryna 
Leeder, has been another out-of-this-world gift to the West 
End House Camp, and no one knows that better than Bill.

I have always been amazed at the reach of seemingly endless 
West End House Camp “connections.” It turns out that Bill’s 
parents were good friends of many of my mother’s family 
and friends in 1930s Dorchester. In the course of researching 
and writing this book, I also learned that my father’s first 
cousin, Herb Cooper, attended Camp in 1938 and 1939, each 
time for two weeks. Herb was a camper at the same time  
as Norty Miller. 

Norty was born to Michael and Rose Marcus, both West 
Enders. Norty was first at the Camp at the age of three. His 
father died in 1937; later Rose married Al Miller, who had 
been Michael’s best friend. This was the same Al Miller 
who sponsored me for Camp admission. Norty knew and 
admired David Klein, Joe Kaplan and Mike Cataldo, the 
men who long oversaw the operations of the Camp. He also 

has known and admired Jack Burnes, Allie Coles and Bill 
Margolin. Norty has been a tremendous help and source of 
information for this book, and we cannot thank him enough.

I was married the last Sunday of Old Timers’ Week in 1978, 
so Carol knew what she was getting into. Sort of. I traveled 
to the wedding site (Arlington, Vermont) the day before the 
wedding, direct from Camp, bearing a bandage between my 
eyes covering the wound left by Joel Saperstein’s elbow from 
a Friday night basketball game in the Rec Hall. It took two 
women relatives almost an hour to apply makeup on Sunday 
morning so that the wedding pictures would not reveal the 
damage. It also took a while for my wife’s family to warm to 
Joel when he and Keith Sherman arrived as invited guests at 
the wedding on Sunday morning (just kidding?). Certainly 
neither Carol nor I could foresee the time I would spend 

researching and writing this book almost thirty years later. 
But she put up with the demands and compromises this 
effort required, and never complained when she had every 
reason and right to do so. Thanks, Carol. I also thank my 
son, Michael, for his insights into Camp during his seven 
summers, and for his help on some technical aspects of this 
book’s production which were beyond me. This book just 
touches the surface of the stories of individuals and families 
who have been an integral part of the West End House Camp 
through the generations. Our history is so rich and we have 
so much for which we can be thankful and proud.
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Reprint of Foreword  
from 1981 book by Reed Ueda
by Michael W. Cataldo, Sr., President of The West End House, Inc. 1979-1989

In 1934, Jacob M. Burnes, our Executive Director, wrote the history of the West End House, encompassing 
the period from the founding of the West End House in 1906 to the year 1934.

This new book was commissioned in September 1980 by the Board of Directors of the West End House, 
Inc. in preparation for the 75th Anniversary of the West End House Boys’ Club. The update was originally 
conceived by Vice President Louis I. Kane; supervised by a Committee headed by Morris Davidson of the 
Board of Directors; and researched and written by Dr. Reed Ueda, Assistant Professor of History, Tufts 
University. Its publication was made possible in large part by the kind generosity of Barnet Yanofsky. It  
was printed and manufactured by the Alpine Press, now in Stoughton, Massachusetts. It was the Alpine 
Press, also, then located in Boston, that printed the book by Jack Burnes in 1934.

In the pages that follow, Dr. Ueda vividly portrays the turn-of-the-century circumstances that led to the 
formation of the West End House, and recounts the oft-told stories of James Jackson Storrow, Mitchell 
Freiman, Jack Burnes, and the many other dedicated men of the House. From there he moves on to the 
impact of World War II, the rebuilding of the West End House Camp in East Parsonsfield, Maine, and  
the construction of the new West End House in the Allston-Brighton community.

If we seem proud of the West End House, it is because there is a lot to be very proud of. It is a solid, 
tangible, permanent structure, devoted to the cause of boys and girls, open and ready to receive them  
every weekday and evening. We serve approximately 1,500 young men and women every year.

With the enthusiasm and loyalty of our Alumni, we have every reason to believe that the “Spirit of the  
West End House Shall Never Die.”

Left to Right: Ralph Pagliuca, Mike Cataldo (front), Lenny Freeman, 

Manny Brown, Jimmy Smith (behind, with sunglasses), Lee Romanow, 

Teddy Dushan, Abe Levine (with pipe), Sam Zoll (facing, on bench), 

at 1938 Old Timers’ Week 

Mike Cataldo, speaking at 1988 Camp  

Breakfast held at the Club in Allston
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The Progressive Era; Mitchell Freiman and James J. Storrow

In response to the waves of industrialization, immigration and urban expansion of the late 1800s, the new 
century saw the rise of a reform movement that included a broad array of groups seeking to improve life. 
These “Progressives” (including church leaders, African Americans, Union leaders, and feminists lobbying 
for suffrage) sought to limit the power of big business, make democracy work better for the people, and 
focus on social justice. They wanted a more active role for the federal government. It is generally agreed 
that the Progressive Era ended with World War I.

To fully understand the history of the West End House Camp one must be familiar with the history of 
what is now known as the West End House Boys & Girls Club of Allston-Brighton, its origins as a club 
for boys only in the immigrant West End neighborhood of Boston, the patterns of population movements 
into and out of the West End, the demise of the West End, and the relocation of the Club itself to Allston, 
another immigrant neighborhood of Boston. 

In the first decade of the twentieth century, the West End of Boston (as well as the North End) was home 
to a large Jewish population. Between the 1870s and 1900 there had been a massive East European (mostly 
Russian) immigration to Boston, increasing the city’s Jewish population from less than 5,000 to around 
40,000. By 1920, that number had doubled to around 80,000. One view of the effects of these changes 
comes from The Jews of Boston, edited by Jonathan D. Sarna et al, Yale University Press (2005), pages 8-10:

Mass immigration, first of the Irish and later of the so-called “new immigrants,” including Southern Italians 
and Jews, transformed the Boston that the city’s old families knew and gradually undermined their confidence. 
The optimistic Yankee humanitarian belief in the power of education and democracy to effect immigration uplift 
gave way to devouring fear; some members of old-line families came to believe that their race, their country, 
and their whole way of life was imperiled. ... Seeking to protect the world they had known, old-line Bostonians 
withdrew into themselves; their social institutions kept the Irish, the Jews and other immigrants out … 

More directly troubling to the masses of Jews in the immigrant neighborhoods of Boston was the reception that 
they met at the hands of their neighbors, particularly the Irish, and to a lesser extent the Italians. Both groups 
were Catholic, and as the Boston settlement house director Robert Woods wrote in 1902, “They can love each 
other for their common enmity to the Jew.” In the early years of the West End, Jews and gentiles of a young age 
still played together. “We were a cosmopolitan gang,” Isaac Goldberg recalled of his boyhood friends around the 
turn of the century. “There were Italians, Scots, Irish, Bohemians, Jews and nondescripts … We knew nothing 

Background

1. the camp history, by decade

of racial prejudice … “ Those who grew up later, however, 
remembered a more Balkanized Boston, where Jews lived  
within their own boundaries and faced consequences if they 
ventured out.

“Some members of old-line families” may well have given 
way “to devouring fear” and “withdrew into themselves,” 
but, as we shall see, certainly not all members of old-line 
families felt or behaved that way. James J. Storrow, whom 
we will introduce shortly, was not Jewish and was far more 
Yankee than most in turn-of-the-20th-century Boston. 
Moreover, the experience of Jewish boys in and of the West 
End, as described above, seems at least to some extent to 
have been different from those who “grew up later” or  
in other parts of the city. 

Historically, the West End followed the general pattern 
established in the older North End: it had once been an enclave 
of wealthy residents, then home to the middle-class and rising 
immigrants, Boston’s African-American population, and 
finally, and later than in the North End, home to the “new” 
immigrants, particularly the Jew and Italians … Unlike the 
North End, the West End had different socio-economic enclaves. 
There were many respectable and comfortable areas as well as 
others that were as “noisome and dark” as any in the North End 
… The rapid transformation of the area’s ethnic composition is 
readily seen in census figures: in 1880, the West End included 
only 125 Italians and 100 Jews, while fifteen years later, 6,300 
Jews and 1,100 Italians called the area their home. In 1910,  
as many as 40,000 Russian Jews lived in the West End …  
The Jews Of Boston, p. 67.

At the turn of the twentieth century the West End was 
an area of crowded apartments and shops, teeming with 
immigrants seeking a better life for themselves and their 
families. The children of those immigrants were not unlike 
the children of today – youngsters curious about life and 
looking to “do things.” In the autumn of 1903 a group of 
about 35 West End teenage Jewish boys banded together 
to form what they called the Bootblack League, then the 
Excelsior Club, and finally the Young Men’s Excelsior 
Association. Its constitution stated that it was organized 
“for the mental, moral and physical advancement of its 
members.” The formation of such clubs was not uncommon 
at the time.

The group began meeting at the Mayhew School, which  
had recently opened as an evening center devoted to the 
teaching of English to foreigners who wished to become 
citizens, and to all other adults seeking a general elementary 
education. In order to use a room in the school the presence 
of a responsible person was required. As the result of a 
request to the Federated Jewish Charities in Boston, Mitchell 
Freiman, a graduate of both Harvard and Harvard Law 
School, was assigned to lead the West End boys.

Some of the initial activities included plays, dances, and 
masquerade parties, as well as some sports activities. 

Due to scheduling conflicts, the Mayhew School became 
unsuitable for the club’s purposes; future meeting venues 
included the North Bennett Street Industrial School, the 
basement on Hanover Street of a picture frame establishment 
of Charles D. Burnes, and the West End Educational Union 
on Causeway Street. It was at this last location that the boys 

James J. Storrow, 1904, “as we first knew him”

Mitchell Freiman, Executive Director. 1906-1916
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met James J. Storrow, who gave to them a multivolume set of 
the complete works of Shakespeare.

Mr. Storrow, a lawyer who switched careers in 1900 to enter 
a banking career with the firm of Lee, Higginson & Co., was 
a man who very much believed in the potential of the youth 
of the day. Although from a wealthy Yankee family and with 
a business and social calendar that left little time for other 
pursuits, he nevertheless gave generously of his time and 
resources to make a positive difference in the lives of many 
– including the poor, immigrant children of the West End. 
He was a true “progressive” in what came to be known as the 
Progressive Era. Among the remarkable accomplishments  
of his lifetime (1864-1926), this Harvard graduate and 
captain of his college’s crew team served as Chairman of 
the Boston School Board, briefly as Chairman of the ailing 
General Motors Corporation, and national President of  
the Boy Scouts of America. He also ran unsuccessfully for 
Mayor of Boston against “Honey Fitz” Fitzgerald (maternal 
grandfather of John F. Kennedy) in a very close and difficult 
election that many felt he should have won. In the eyes 
of the West End boys, of course, Mr. Storrow’s greatest 
accomplishment was his support of their cause – the club 
and the camp that bear the name West End House. (See 
Appendix A for more about Storrow.)

In the spring of 1906 the Excelsior Club members again 
found themselves without a place to meet. A committee of 
three went to see Mr. Storrow in his office at 44 State Street 
and to ask his advice about a permanent meeting place for 
the club. Although Mr. Storrow, due to his busy schedule, 
was “about as easy to reach as the North Pole,” he always 
made sure that he made time for the West End boys. After 
listening to the plight of this delegation, he declared his 
intention to establish a facility for all boys in the West End. 
He arranged for the purchase of a dwelling at 9 Eaton Street, 
and after some months of renovations the dream of the 
immigrant kids from the West End became a reality – they 
had their very own place to call their own. On October 
25, 1906 the West End House was formally dedicated 
and Mitchell Freiman was chosen as the first Director (or 
Superintendent, as that position was then called). The Club 
was officially nonsectarian but the boys were predominantly, 
though never entirely, Jewish. 

In the opinion of many late nineteenth and early twentieth 
century intellectuals and social workers, inner city life 
was not the natural or appropriate setting for the youth 
of America, and “city” youth would experience a whole 
new world filled with nature’s wonders if afforded the 

opportunity to leave the confines of their neighborhoods. 
Those who witnessed the often crowded, polluted and 
frenetic world in which children lived began to advocate 
for an alternative lifestyle for them — if only temporary 
or seasonal. Trips to the countryside or to the mountains, 
hiking, and overnight camping began to emerge as some of 
these alternatives. Adherents of Emerson and Thoreau, as 
well as President Teddy Roosevelt, were all advocates of  
experiencing nature, exercise and the country life. 

The first overnight camps in the United States were 
established in the early 1880s, and by 1900 parents had 
joined prominent educators and psychologists in advocating 
for the development and expansion of this burgeoning 
field. Leading the way in establishing camping programs 
aimed at city youngsters were the YMCA and, later, the Boy 
Scouts of America. By the beginning of the 20th century new 
residential camps were springing up all over.

Even before the actual founding of the Club, both Storrow 
and Freiman had sought to provide the West End boys with 
recreational opportunities that these city kids could never 
have imagined would be offered to them. Storrow had long 
been a proponent of a “sound mind in a sound body.” He 
and his wife, Helen, would invite the West End boys to their 
spacious estate in Lincoln (built in 1905), where he would 
lead them on long walks through the surrounding woods. 
One Labor Day he led them on a three day hike to Mount 
Wachusett, and at other times he took them to Mount 
Monadnock in New Hampshire. 

Both Storrow and Freiman were also strong advocates of 
overnight camping. In the summer of 1905 Mitch Freiman 
led a group of about twenty boys for what was expected to 
be a two week stay at Great Herring Pond in Bournedale, 
Massachusetts, about 70 miles south of Boston, at a site 
owned by the Boston Young Men’s Hebrew Association 
(YMHA). While the boys enjoyed swimming and boating 
there, they were sorely disappointed by the work needed to 
make it into even a primitive camp, by the poor food, and by 
horrendous mosquitoes that swarmed the site. After just one 
week, as Jack Burnes detailed in his book, they decided 

“to leave the mosquitoes to a more hardy race and travel north 
to Cook’s Corner, Brunswick, Maine, where some older boys 
of our acquaintance were spending their vacation at a farm 
bordering the Androscoggin River. This place was typical of 
summer boarding houses before the advent of the automobile; 
fresh milk, eggs and vegetables (including hot biscuits) could be 
had in abundance; … moonlight hayrick parties … gave great 
joy to the spirit and ardor of youth.” 

And no mosquito problems of note. However, the following 
curious sentences from Jack Burnes’ book tell us that 
something still was not quite right for the boys (not enough 
structure? not enough privacy? not primitive enough? too 
many girls?): 

Organized group life, as exemplified by ourselves, made it 
impossible for us to enjoy to the full the unorganized and 
undirected recreation that was to be found at heterogeneous 
summer resorts. Our minds turned once again to the 
homogeneous life to be found in camping.

During the summers of 1906 and 1907 Freiman arranged for 
a one month lease of camp land (August each summer) on 
Moose Pond in Bridgton, Maine, “the gateway to the White 
Mountains” where “the earliest camps were settled.”

As Jack Burnes related in his book, “[w]ith the inauguration 
of the Junior Department in January of 1908, the demand 
for a full season at camp made it necessary for our 
superintendent, Mitchell Freiman, to seek a permanent 
place of our own. By authority of Mr. Storrow, ‘Mitch’ was 
delegated to buy, build or lease for a long term of years any 
camp that he thought suitable for the House.”

While at Moose Pond in 1907 Mitch became acquainted with 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Cobb, and through them learned 
that a boys’ camp called Wildmere would in 1908 be moving 
to another site on Moose Pond. In the process, Wildmere 
was vacating a facility closer to Boston, on Long Pond in East 
Parsonsfield, the northernmost town in York County, Maine, 
about 40 miles west of Portland. Cobb suggested to Freiman 
that the Long Pond site would be ideal for a boys’ camp.

The Wildmere Building, 1908. The “L” at the right contained supplies and  food, “refrigerated” with sawdust covered ice.  

The front part served as a dining hall and evening recreation center.  
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property on Long Pond (his widowed mother, Zaphira Owen 
Evans, and Joseph Eastman, widower of Allie’s deceased 
sister Sarah, both of whom were then at least 65 years old), 
to lease a small section of land on the southern shore of the 
pond and use the existing single Wildmere building and 

tents. For a stated sum, and with only a handshake to seal 
the bargain, West End House Camp came into existence 
in the summer of 1908. Mr. Evans felt that a long-term 
commitment might not prove to be acceptable to both 
parties (“you may not like us and we may not like you,”  
he was quoted as saying). 

Although some of the regular activities were similar to those 
found in present day camps (baseball, basketball, swimming, 
hikes, tetherball, and canoeing, to name a few), Camp 
Wildmere also offered academic instruction to boys who had 
fallen behind in their studies. The tutoring department, created 
and led by Frank Swan, offered assistance at an additional 
charge that was based on the amount of tutorial help requested 
by parents. A partial list of subjects that were offered included 
arithmetic, algebra, history, grammar, geometry, astronomy, 
reading, botany, Latin, spelling, physics, Greek, writing, 
zoology, French, geography, physiology and German.

Camp Wildmere enjoyed eight successful seasons in East 
Parsonsfield, although Charles Cobb left after the 1901 
season. In 1902, he established in Bridgton the first girls’ 
camps in Maine, called Camps Wyonegonic. In 1908, 
Wildmere moved to Moose Pond and commenced business 
as a “brother” camp to Camps Wyonegonic, under the  
name Winona Camp for Boys. These camps remain in 
operation today. 

In the spring of 1908 Mitch Freiman negotiated with then 
44-year old Allie J. Evans, acting for the co-owners of the 

Camp Wildmere, 
A Summer Camp For Boys

Camp Wildmere was started under the direction of Frank Swan 
and Charles E. Cobb, who were Masters in Friends School, 
Providence, Rhode Island. One of the earliest residential 
camps in the country, it was founded in 1900 on the shores of 
Long Pond (then also sometimes called Crescent Lake). It was 
“intended for boys of good character between ten and eighteen 
years of age.” The charge for the full eight week session (early 
July to late August) was $85.00, which included “washing and 
incidentals.” There was also a half season rate of $45.00. In 
addition, the purchase of a uniform (cap, sweater, and two pairs 
of trousers) was required at a cost “not to exceed $6.00.”

Campers and staff lived in large tents. The one “permanent” 
structure was the dining hall, on which the name Wildmere  
was painted in large block letters. It was an L-shaped building 
which encompassed the kitchen, dining area, and storage area 
for the food and supplies. At night this facility was used by 
campers --here they could relax after the day’s activities and 
play cards, checkers, chess, write letters, read books, or  
discuss matters of interest.

Zaphira Owen Evans, circa 1900  

(courtesy of Linda Humphrey, daughter of  

Archie Evans, granddaughter of Allie Evans,  

and great-granddaughter of Zaphira) 

1902 Camp Wildmere brochure. Note the curious  

reference to “Crescent Lake,” not Long Pond. This name does 

not appear on any maps, although there is a postcard of  

the Camp which mentions “Crescent Park.”

First Page (of three) of Allie Evans’ 1908 Handwritten  

Daily List of “West End House Camp” Expenses  

(courtesy of Linda Humphrey)
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The First arrangement; early years; looming war in Europe

T h e  H i s t o r i c a l  C o n t e x t

In response to the waves of industrialization, immigration and urban expansion of the late 1800s, the new 
century saw the rise of a reform movement that included a broad array of groups seeking to improve life. 
These “Progressives” (including church leaders, African Americans, Union leaders, and feminists lobbying 
for suffrage) sought to limit the power of big business, make democracy work better for the people, and 
focus on social justice. They wanted a more active role for the federal government. It is generally agreed 
that the Progressive Era ended with World War I.

In 1908, President Roosevelt gave way to hand-picked successor Taft, and the Ford Model T (mass-
produced, no frills) and phonograph recordings were introduced. The next year saw Admiral Peary reach 
the North Pole, the founding of the NAACP, the first animated cartoon, and the completion in Boston’s 
Fenway area of the new Museum of Fine Arts. In 1910 Penn Station opened in New York, the Boy Scouts 
of America was founded, and religious groups sought to censor motion pictures containing kissing. The 
Census gave the total US population as 92,407,000, almost 10% of whom had arrived as immigrants 
since 1901. The year 1911 saw the Mexican Revolution, with 22,000 American troops stationed along the 
Mexican border, and the Supreme Court ordered the breakup of Standard Oil company. New Mexico and 
Arizona become the 47th and 48th states, respectively, in 1912, the same year Woodrow Wilson was elected 
President, the Titanic sank on its maiden voyage, Jim Thorpe was the world’s best athlete at the Stockholm 
Olympics, and Fenway Park opened. 1913 saw the first 60-minute film, starring Sarah Bernhardt, and 
building began of the new Custom House Tower (built atop the original 1847 structure), creating the tallest 
downtown structure in Boston (496 feet). In 1914, the Panama Canal Zone was established, and the 16th 
Amendment was ratified; federal income taxes began. Europe (Austria-Hungary, Ottoman Empire/Turkey, 
Germany, Russia, France, Great Britain) went to war.

1915 saw the first transmission of human voice by radiotelephone communication, between Arlington, VA 
and the Eiffel Tower. A German submarine sank the U.K.’s Lusitania, and the Victrola (record player) was 
introduced by the Victor Talking Machine Company. D.W. Griffith’s momentous movie, Birth Of A Nation, 
was released to strong protests. Concern rose over the war in Europe. In 1916 Poncho Villa attacked 
Columbus, N.M., President Wilson was narrowly re-elected, South Carolina raised the minimum age for 
coal mine workers from 12 to 14, and MIT moved from Boston to Cambridge. This was the year that also 
marked the end of Mitchell Freiman’s years at the West End House. In 1917, after an announcement 

1908-1917

 The very first group in the first summer included just these 18 boys, the 

director and the cook, posing in front of the Wildmere building.  

Note Jack Burnes second from the left.
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and warnings, German submarines sank several unarmed 
merchant ships and the US liner Housatonic, Russian 
revolutionaries overthrew the Czar, war was declared by  
US against Germany on April 2, and the first American 
troops were rushed to Europe to join World War I on the side 
of Britain, France and (at the time) Russia, hopefully before 
it was too late. The Selective Service Act required men aged 
21-30 to register for a military draft. Due to the war, the 
camp in East Parsonsfield was closed and a “war camp” 
opened closer to Boston, in Belchertown, to replace farmers 
who had been called into service.

The first group of campers for two weeks in 1908 consisted 
of just 18 boys, joined by a cook and the Director, Charles 
Atwater. Included in the group was Jack Burnes, who later 
succeeded Mitchell Freiman as Superintendent/Director and 
was easily the most influential individual of the Camp’s (and 
Club’s) first 50 years. The boys were apparently between the 
ages of about 12 and 16 years of age. Later that summer, there 
was at least one other group for another two weeks, this time 
of older boys probably aged about 17 to 22.

The first groups of boys who attended the “new” camp felt 
that they had entered Paradise, and they freely said so in 
their letters to friends and family. The towering pine trees, 
the lush vegetation, and the cool, sparkling waters of the 
lake were in sharp contrast to the congested, dusty streets of 
the Boston they had just left. As Burnes wrote, “Wildmere” 
presented a scene typical of the South Sea Islands before  
the coming of the missionaries. Here indeed was the  
Garden of Eden … ” 

Allie Coles, who was first at Camp in 1909 at the age of 
fourteen, remembered that “none of the boys had suitcases. 
We were poor. Some of us had our gear wrapped in an old 
towel. Some of us scrounged large paper bags from the  
grocer and carried our belongings in those. Families in  
that area were real poor. Dues at the West End Club were  
a quarter a year and believe it or not, a good many of the  
boys paid those dues in installments!”

As the youngsters returned each year from their weeks spent 
in Maine, more and more of their friends wanted to take 
advantage of this extraordinary opportunity to enjoy life in 
the outdoors. At home, things were already changing:

From 1892 to 1917 the more successful Jews expanded out of the 
downtown wards and moved to Roxbury and Dorchester. What 
began as a small movement of the rich became a mass exodus 
by 1918. Within a ten-year period, Boston’s Jewish population 
had almost completely left the North, South and West ends and 

settled in more outlying districts. Since the First World War 
effectively ended the influx of new immigrants, the older Jewish 
neighborhoods never recovered their former size. As Roxbury 
and Dorchester became more populated, the demand for 
service industries further stimulated the Jewish demographic 
shift. The Chelsea Fire of 1908 also contributed significantly to 
the number of Jews who moved into what historian Sam Bass 
Warner described as Boston’s “streetcar suburbs.” Boston’s Jews 
would never again live in such concentrated physical proximity. 
The Jews of Boston, pages 67-69.

In the early years Mitchell Freiman was the key everyday 
year round presence at the West End House Club. He made 
only infrequent visits to the Camp, as the Club remained 
open and busy throughout the summers. Freiman was an 
inspiration to many. His writings, such as the following 
examples from the “West End House Bulletin,” sometimes 
high minded, sometimes imploring and lecturing, show us 
why. They also show how Freiman felt about the need for the 
boys to experience nature:

With summer weather we again close the House at 1 o’clock on 
Sundays. We do it with the distinct purpose of forcing the boys 
away from the House, the corner – away from the West End 
into the woods, the beaches, the ponds, the country roads. Let 
everybody practice the Sunday out-into-the-country spirit. The 
boy who hasn’t the gumption to get into an outing group should 
be taken by the nape of the neck by some “Big Brother” and 
kidnapped from the tenements and set down in some vast  
woods a thousand miles deep … ” (Bullletin of June 1, 1915)

One of the sad things about being Superintendent of a Boys’ 
Club is to see the large number of likeable decent fellows who 
just drift along, like babes in the woods, into a life of poverty 
… Once in a while, you’ll see a helping hand extended to give 
you a lift, same as a certain friend has done in giving us the 
West End House. But, hang it all, what’s the use of extending 
the helping hand, if you yourself don’t help with the lifting 
… Ambition, determination and will power will bring you 
most anywhere—at least that is what we like to believe of our 
glorious America—the co-called land of opportunity. Now … 
will you get off by ‘your lonesome’ for five minutes tonight and 
ask yourself, ‘what have I determined to be?’ Not want or wish 
or hope, but what have you willed? Then please, as my old 
friends, humor this tiresome preacher and ask yourself,  
“What will help me to it?”

… [Y]our lazy, sleepy brother who is drifting along into a life  
of poverty and failure—for heaven’s sake, toot your horn and 
wake him up. He’s your brother, and a decent, likeable chap to 
boot. Pause a moment and give him a helping hand. Don’t give 
him a lift—make him lift himself. He can do it. (Bulletin  
of April 1, 1916)

1908 This older group from August of the first summer included Sam Weiss and Al Birnbaum in the 

rear, Sam Lappen, Joe Singer and Bunker Levine in the front. Pipes must have been in vogue.

This picture of Long Pond from Kennard’s Beach was taken in 1987, but, 

except for the motor boat, shows the Pond as it must have appeared to 

the first campers. Paradise indeed.
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 … We take the liberty of saying a few words about our hobby.  
It is the study of nature and birds … Anyone who passes 
through the world without an appreciation of an autumn 
sunset, the power represented by the rolling breakers upon the 
beach; dashing the spray to wet the wing of a graceful gull; 
anyone who never learns to hear the melody of the evening bird  
on a beautiful summer evening or to welcome back the birds 
from their winter in the Sunny South, has, indeed, failed to 
get something which is so easy and so helpful. We … urge 
the members of the House to look for themselves into this 
hobby that proved a force in the lives of such men as Milton, 
Shakespeare, Lowell, Emerson, Whittier, Longfellow, Scott and 
many, many others. (Bulletin of February 1, 1916)

The Bulletins also show us that Mitch inspired others to 
think and write. In the same March 1, 1916 issue in which 
Freiman reported his resignation as Superintendent, an 
Editorial appeared (by Editor-in-Chief Mark Shore) entitled 
“A Mistaken Impression,” which contained these words:

One of the most fallacious notions that ever fastened itself on 
the mind of many of our Americans, young and old, is the belief 
that the success of a college graduate is measured by the amount 
of money that he succeeds in accumulating after he graduates. 
No college in this country has or has ever had for its object the 
training of men to go out into this world to pile up riches. In 
college the student is taught to think straight, to reason … He 
learns to place science above religion, to recognize the physical, 
chemical, economic and biological truths of the world. He 
analyzes things himself, and does not depend on the thoughts 
and beliefs of others … Any man who is ably and honestly 
serving the community, even though for little remuneration, is  
a success in this world.

The Bulletins from that era also reveal the boys’ continuing 
relationship and contact with the Storrows; for example  
they reprinted letters from Helen Storrow to Mitch thanking  
the boys for gifts (Bulletin issues of March 1, 1915 and 
February 1, 1916). 

As the number of members in the West End House began 
to multiply rapidly, both Mr. and Mrs. Storrow were often 
invited to the Club to attend debates, declamation contests 
and other events. Although in later years Mr. Storrow’s 
work, social schedule, and health were to limit his visits, his 
interest and support of the Club remained steadfast.

The directors of the Camp were selected through the efforts 
of Freiman, with the approval of Mr. Storrow. The first 
director, Charles Atwater, was described by Burnes as a 
strict disciplinarian who brought out the best traditions of 
camp life. Ernest Soucy, an All-American end on Harvard’s 
football team, served next, and in later years became a 
trustee of the West End House and Camp. After World War 
I he served as an assistant to Herbert Hoover in feeding the 
starving nations of Europe. Another early camp director  
was Max Levine (1916), an instructor of French at Boston 
Latin School.

Campers during the first decade or so were treated to a 
healthy, active, and often challenging lifestyle. The boys were 
housed in five large tents scattered throughout the grove. The 
one wooden structure was the Wildmere building situated 
about 25 feet from the shoreline. As was the case with Camp 
Wildmere, the structure was used as a combination dining 
hall and recreation room, with its attached “L” serving as the 

Postcard of “West End Camp” 

showing Wildmere building, 1911. 

Note the “Crescent Park, Maine” 

reference, similar to the Camp 

Wildmere brochure’s mention 

of Crescent Lake.

This great early photo bears this handwritten inscription on the back: 

WEST END HOUSE CAMP, EAST PARSONSFIELD, MAINE, 1910

Front Row, “Etch” Cohen, Joe Mann, David Nathan, Harry Lichtenstein

Second Row, Dick Flint (Director), George Butler,  

Johnny Donnelly, Max Shapiro, Doc “Mike” Blumerfield

Third Row, Jack Cohen, Sam Cohen, Dr. Abe (Amilly) Small, Nuremberg

Top Row, Evans, Marty Omansky, Grant (Cook), Sam Gottlieb

Presented by Joe Mann to Allie Coles July 23, 1961

Seventeen names, but eighteen faces. Someone’s name was left out;  

we believe it is the person standing on the right. “Evans” was Allie Evans. 

The bunk for the oldest boys in Camp is named after Sam Gottlieb.
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kitchen and ice house. Almost 100 yards away, well off to the 
side on the edge of the leased property, were the “modern” 
bathrooms—three wooden outhouses known affectionately 
by many generations as the “Country Club.”

The Camp was fortunate to be situated on what is perhaps 
one of the cleanest lakes in the State of Maine. Initially, 
there was one small wooden diving board and a couple of 
rowboats. There were no other inhabitants living on the lake 
and it was said that you could easily see the bottom of the 
lake at a depth of twenty feet or more. In the area that

we now call Kennard’s the natural sand added even more 
pleasure to the “waterfront” activities of the campers.

Baseball was played about a half-mile down the road on a 
field leased from local farmer, Bert Day. Later, wire or basket 
hoops were put on trees for some rudimentary basketball, 
and a net was strung between two trees in a partially cleared 
area for something resembling tennis.

The boys shared in the daily chores of camp. A water brigade 
hauled drinking water from the well down the road.

A “specialized” squad cleaned the Country Club. Ice was 
taken from the sawdust-packed back of the dining hall and 
chopped up for food refrigeration. Lamps and lanterns were 
trimmed for lighting. Dishes were washed and rinsed, and 
“the dining room and kitchen were scrubbed and swabbed in 
true sailor fashion.” Of course, the tents themselves needed 
to be maintained and cleaned. “Squad work involving 
the most menial duties [was] reserved for campers who 
have a marked scholarly tendency, so as to counteract any 
superiority complex on their part.”

Camp life was not without its pranks. One favorite was 
“snipe hunting.” New campers were told that a tasty winged 
insect called a snipe was in plentiful supply across the lake. 
They were invited to go across the lake with some veteran 
campers to hunt the snipe. Once there, they were given a 
lantern to put in an open field and were instructed to sit 
behind it with a club. The veteran campers went off, allegedly 
to drive the snipes out of the woods and toward the lantern. 
Since the snipes would supposedly be attracted by the light 
of the lantern, they would circle around it just like other 
insects. The new campers, who were instructed to remain 
absolutely still and silent, were then to tap the snipes lightly 
when they appeared, “else you’ll smash them all up and 
they’ll be no good to eat.” After half an hour or so of no 
activity the new campers would realize that they had been 
duped. They would walk back to camp, using the lantern to 
guide their way. Usually after about an hour or two of trial 
and error as to which path to take, they would make it safely 
back to camp. 

Other “trips” across the lake were the result of new campers 
being told of a dance in a neighboring town. Dressed in their 
Sunday best they were dropped off across the lake and told to 
follow the path to the nearest town. Of course, there was no

town nearby and they, too, needed to make their way safely 
back to camp. Everyone was always accounted for, through 
all the embarrassment and laughs.

Campers from the early days even to the present have asked 
what happens to the water in the lake during the course of 
the year. In reality, the lake freezes solid for several months 
each winter, and dozens of ice-houses appear. These days we 
tell boys that the water is stored in an underground cavern 
during the winter and brought out again in the spring. 
During the first couple of decades, however, the boys’ biggest 
concern was the “tides.” Campers would be assured that 
although the water would rise very high during the night, 
this was controlled by a key, which opened a gate to let out 
the water. Since WEH Camp was the only occupant of the 
pond, the responsibility of opening the gate was left to the 
camp. Once a year after supper, the director would announce 
with alarm that the key to the lake had been misplaced or 
forgotten. New campers were sent to Bert Day’s house to 
request the duplicate key. Bert, always in league with the 
camp’s pranks, would sadly inform the delegation that his 
key had been lost. Thus, many a novice camper spent a 
sleepless night wondering if he might end up floating in  
the middle of the lake. 

Needing to earn more money to support his young and 
growing family, Mitch Freiman reluctantly surrendered  
his position as Superintendent of the House in 1916, and  
was succeeded by young Jacob Bernstein, also known as  
Jack Burnes.

The West End House Bulletin of November 1, 1916  
reported on “THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY BANQUET”  
of the House.

Older camper group, on the rocks at the waterfront, circa 1915, 

with director, cook, and approximately 10-year old Archie Evans in front

(courtesy of Linda Humphrey)
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After the War; the first lease; the Roaring Twenties

T h e  H i s t o r i c a l  C o n t e x t

By the Spring of 1918, the tide of the war had turned, and the Germans surrendered in November. That 
year also saw a worldwide “Spanish flu” pandemic, which killed thousands of Bostonians including 
Mitchell Freiman, who died at age 38. Camp was closed for the second summer in a row. The first woman 
was elected to US House (Rep. Jeanette Rankin of Montana) and woman’s suffrage became law in NY State.

In 1919, the US Post Office issued a purple 3 cent victory stamp, Pres. Wilson suffered a debilitating stroke 
while unsuccessfully seeking ratification of the Treaty of Versailles (with League of Nations), and Mae West 
debuted in NY in the musical “Sometime.” Camp reopened for the first time since 1916 with Harvard 
football All-American Eddie Casey as Director; this was George Kane’s first summer at camp. In 1920, 
the average American life expectancy was 54 years; for first time more than half of American population 
now lived in urban areas, America entered a 2 ½ yr. depression, the broadcasting industry was born, 
Republican Senator Warren Harding (seeking “return to normalcy,” whatever that meant) soundly beat 
James Cox for President, and Babe Ruth was sold by the Boston Red Sox to the New York Yankees.  
Hy Entin first attended Camp. In 1921 the first Miss America pageant was held in Atlantic City, New 
Jersey, and a new immigration quota law was passed. In 1922, the Lincoln Memorial was dedicated  
in DC, King Tut’s tomb was opened in Egypt, and Louis “Satchmo” Armstrong joined King Oliver’s  
Creole Jazz Band and popularized the horn solo. The Jazz Age began. 

In 1923 NY overturned its liquor prohibition laws (conflicting with a national alcohol ban), and the song 
and dance, The Charleston, kicked off the Roaring 20s, marked by materialism, consumerism, booming 
business and fun. Time magazine began weekly publication, and the Westinghouse Co. broadcast to 
Europe and Africa, on shortwave band. By 1924 the price of a Ford Model T was $290; Ford produced its 
10 millionth auto. J. Edgar Hoover was appointed to head the FBI. 2.5 million radioes were now in  
American households, up from 500 in 1920. In 1925 people panicked as a full solar eclipse totally darkened 
NYC. Reader’s Digest and The New Yorker magazines were first published. A German shepherd named 
Rin Tin Tin starred in the year’s most popular movie, with live piano accompaniment and a phonograph 
recording of his bark. The Marx Brothers opened at NY Lyric Theatre in The Cocoanuts, while Hy Escott 
experienced his first season at Camp.

1918-1927
In 1926 Brig. Gen. Billy Mitchell was court-martialed 
for insubordination due to his criticism of the nation’s 
aviation program, the National Broadcasting Company 
was launched, and Warner Theatre in NY showed the 
first “talking” movie, Don Juan, starring John Barrymore, 
with sound on synchronized phonograph records. James J. 
Storrow died. In 1927 the Mt. Rushmore Monument was 
dedicated, Charles “Lucky Lindy” Lindbergh flew non-stop 
NY to Paris, and Babe Ruth hit 60 home runs. Columbia 
Broadcasting System was launched and the first full-length 
talkie, “The Jazz Singer,” starring Al Jolson, was released. 
Sacco and Vanzetti were executed for 1920 killings after 
highly controversial trial and other proceedings in which 
anti-immigrant, anti-Italian and anti-anarchist sentiments 
were expressed.

The Camp was closed for the summers of 1917 and 1918, the 
first due to World War I (the Club instead ran an agricultural 
camp in the Berkshires, headed by Max Levine) and the 
second, not surprisingly, due to the worldwide Spanish 
flu pandemic. We say “not surprisingly,” because in 1918 
the wide ranging public health responses to the pandemic 
included isolating the ill, quarantining houses, closing 
schools, canceling worship services, restricting the size 
of funerals and weddings, closing saloons and theaters, 
restricting door-to-door sales, discouraging the use of 
public transportation, staggering the hours of business and 
factory operations, imposing curfews and, in some places, 
recommending the use of masks in public places. 

In April of 1918 Zaphira Evans sold her half interest in the 
land being used by the Camp to her son, Allie, for about 
$1,350.00. (See Note 1)

On October 5, 1918, five weeks before the World War I 
Armistice was signed (on November 11), Mitchell Freiman 
died from the flu, a terrible loss to his young family as well as 
the still young West End House. He is buried in Mt Auburn 
Cemetery in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

The June, 1919 issue of the West End House Bulletin contained 
this piece, probably written by then Superintendent Jack 
“Bernstein” (Burnes), heralding the coming reopening  
of Camp:

The House Camp at nature’s beauty spot, East Parsonsfield, 
Maine, will soon be open. The first two groups are reserved for 
Junior members … With an experienced cook and two able 
directors to care for and plan for the boy’s pleasure, two weeks 
at this camp will make a new boy of you, help keep the fluie 
away this winter by building yourself up now. Take a vacation—

the House Camp if you can—but take a vacation anyhow …  
The groups are limited to twenty boys each … ”All work and  
no play makes Jack a dull boy.”

From that same Bulletin comes this Editorial by the Editor, 
Mark Bortman, entitled “How Is Your Health?”

One of our main principles in the West End House is the 
furtherance of the development of health and physique amongst 
our members. We try to bring some phase of active outdoor life 
before them and we try to get them to like it.

The greatest inducement that we have had, still have and hope 
to have is our Summer Outdoor Camp at East Parsonsfield, 
Maine. It is no exaggeration to say that our boys love that good 
old spot in God’s Own Country. Every fellow who has ever been 
out there has a love of that camp in him that nothing can shake 
and they live over the various events that happen during their 
two weeks of their camp life, every time their memories turn 
back to the old camp life. 

We have never tried to skimp or cut down on anything that 
would tend to make the boys comfortable in the Camp. We have 
always given the boys of the best and will continue to do so. Our 
only regret is that we cannot accommodate more than the usual 
twenty-two fellows each two weeks. 

This year the list for camp is much larger than ever before in 
the history of the House, and we are trying to accommodate 
and satisfy all. So if things do not materialize as you would like 
them to, please be patient with us, for we will do our level best 
to give each fellow that opportunity to better his health and  
ease his mind up in our good old East Parsonsfield Camp.

Camp could still only accommodate 20-22 boys each 
two weeks. As “the list for camp is much larger than ever  
before,” there were five sessions beginning with two 12-day  
sessions for “Juniors” followed by three two-week sessions  
for “Seniors.” The first Junior group was to leave June 23rd  
“if permission can be secured from school authorities.”  
Fully one hundred boys attended camp in 1919. The cost for 
two weeks was $5.00 for Juniors and $12.00 for Seniors, with 
“the House taking care of the transportation from Cornish 
to camp and return to Cornish.” Director Eddie Casey  
was a Harvard football All-American who would later  
coach Harvard’s football team and who, in Jack Burnes’ 
words, would “always be remembered by the boys for his 
innate kindliness.”

Among the 1919 campers were George Kane, Lucky 
Boorstein, and probably Benjamin Alter. Reminiscing at 
his 90th birthday celebration in 1995, George said “I will 
never forget the very first time I saw Long Pond. It was such 
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Out of a senior membership of 272 eligible for service, 265 
donned the uniform of their adopted country. Six of our 
boys had made the supreme sacrifice and at least from the 
standpoint of patriotism, we had earned our right of existence.

Burnes reported Storrow’s response this way:

In his reply, Mr. Storrow (and it was the last time that he was to 
address us as a body) remarked, ‘Boys, I doubt if any institution 
in this country can show a finer record. I am proud of you … 
We who pride ourselves upon being descendants of the old 
families now come to you of the new generation and ask that 
you help keep this country right-side-up. Oh, yes, our ancestors 
have made mistakes, many mistakes—but they managed to 
land right-side-up. You and your children are going to play a 
large part in the government of this country and all I ask is  
that you keep this government right-side-up.’ 

Having survived the first nine summers, the two years of 
closure due to the War and flu pandemic, and then the much 
anticipated and highly successful return to Long Pond for 
the 1919-1921 summers, the Club officers probably felt a need 
to formalize and solidify their future in East Parsonsfield. 
Perhaps Allie Evans and Joseph Eastman were by then also 
eager to set things down on paper. Whatever the impetus, on 
July 3, 1922, just as the summer was beginning, for the first 
time a handwritten five year renewable lease was signed. The 
rent was $200 per year, with the West End House having “the 
first chance to purchase” should the owners wish to sell. 

In the early 1920s, Jack Burnes introduced new camp 
director Josh Weeks, All-American end at Brown University, 
to Mr. Storrow, saying: “You see, Mr. Storrow, we choose 

a beautiful sight – I felt my heart skip a beat. Now, 76 years 
later, I still experience that same emotion every time I see  
the lake.” George had a very successful business career, and 
became well known in banking and philanthropic circles.

On September 17, 1919, less than three weeks after the 
last session ended, the fifth and final camper group held 
a reception for Eddie Casey. The October 1, 1919 Bulletin 
reported the event:

Doc Blumerfield acted as master of ceremonies and every one 
present, including “Eddie” himself were called upon for a few 
remarks about the camp, our king of directors, his assistant, 
Snipe, and the other 101 things that happen at camp. Johnny 
Donnelly tried to punish the crowd by singing “Micky,” but they 

were game and stood for it … Johnny Donnelly was … called  
to the dock to receive his sentence, and in behalf of the last 
senior camp group he was presented with a fountain pen …  
Our director, and prince of good fellows, was then called up 
[and] was presented with a traveling toilet set, and Gillette 
safety razor … 

The same issue of the Bulletin also contained the winning 
entry in the Club’s Essay Contest (subject: “What the West 
End House Means To Me”), the winner’s award being “three 
dollars toward camp expenses.” The winner was Reuben 
Garber. Excerpts follow:

I regard the West End House as next to the school. I believe it 
is more important to me than the library. The West End House 

This 1920 picture shows six(?) tents set up in the thickly treed forest, with roots everywhere.  

A close-up reveals more boys and greater detail.  

is, in fact, going to play a very important part in my life. My 
friends, my recreation, my reading matter, the pleasure of the 
games, the keen sport rivalry between clubs and members, all 
these are bound to influence me in future life, and all those I 
attribute to the West End House … 

I feel sure that not one of my true West End House friends 
would fail me when the time came. May I never lose such a 
friend, a “House” boy. There are some people who for a good 
book, pleasure of contest, keen rivalry, athletics, and a true 
friend would give all the money they have, and here at the  
West End House, where all these gifts are to be found, they  
only cost me thirty-five cents.

I am always going to back the West End House financially  
and physically when the time comes, to the best of my ability,  
for when I see men who sacrifice the pleasures of home and 
outside life; men who could have enjoyed themselves much 
more; men who could have been somewhere else for their 
own good, spend their time in the West End House Junior 
Department so that my friends and myself can benefit by  
their sound advice, clear reasoning and fair treatment, I feel 
that they are real men who think of their fellow men. The 
mighty lesson that I am being taught every time I come to  
the West End House I shall never forget.

True to his word, Ruby Garber was a member and supporter 
of the House and Camp for the rest of his life.

At the House’s Fifteenth Anniversary Reunion held at 
the Boston City Club on October 2, 1921, Superintendent 
Jack Burnes, with considerable pride, “had the pleasure 
of [telling] Mr. Storrow … that the House had been heard 
from” during the War:

This one penny postcard of 

the camp’s waterfront 

was mailed home by Ruby Garber 

in the early 1920s 

The area shown now contains the 

H-Dock and canoe beach.

(courtesy of Paul and 

Philip Garber)
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The first written lease signed by the landowners (Allie Evans and Joseph 

Eastman) and the WEH (by Jack Burnes), in 1922, seventeen years before 

the Camp was separately incorporated (courtesy of Linda Humphrey)
men ‘big’ enough to direct our boys at camp.” Storrow, who 
stood six feet himself, smiled for a minute and then seriously 
commented, “That is not the point. If you can have your boys 
go to camp and then return with something that they went 
there without—that is the thing which counts.” According 
to Burnes, “the boys did return with something that they 
went there without. They returned with more weight and 
color. They returned with a happier outlook on life; with 
friendships gained and with finer instincts brought out  
by contacts with nature.”

The November 1, 1924 issue of the Bulletin contained 
these words from Camp Director Sidney Stanton about the 
completed 1924 summer season:

CAMP! The very word stirs pleasant memories and sets our 
minds roving among the woods and hills of Maine. Oh for a 
dip in that clear cool water; a hearty meal (or even beans) with 
“the boys”; a red hot baseball game (Jack Burnes vs. the umpire) 
or just an opportunity to lie around with a good book, a game 
of chess or a deck of cards to take up the time! It seems hardly 

possible that the summer has come and gone, and that the camp 
season has passed into history. I have spent many summers in 
various camps, but never have I had two months so filled with 
excitement and interest. Whether it was “Electron” Bodner vs. 
Bennie Gargill; or Sam Byer vs. Phil Titlebaum; or “the gang” 
vs. Uncle Charlie; or Nick Block and Louis Gray (“Slugger, are 
you wi’ me?”); or Etch Cohen vs. Mike Green; in every group 
there was a spirit of good sportsmanship and the element of  
fair play in healthy outdoor life (even to egg shampoos with 
plenty of water).I count it a real privilege to have been closely 
associated with so many of the boys and to have enjoyed their 
cooperation and fellowship. It was a great summer and one 
which we shall all look back on with pleasure. Better still, we 
can look ahead to another season which promises even more 
real sport and friendship.

Ten-year-old Hy Escott remembers first being at camp 
during the summer of 1925, with his brother Ruby, Herbie 
Wein, Tommy Monamen (later spelled Monerman), Sidney 
Berkman, John Black, Barney Harmon, Hymie Hirsch 
and others. Hy recalls travelling to camp by boat, but he 

1924 Early “Old Timers” Group, with Allie Coles on the banjo. Etch Cohen is front left. Directly behind Allie is Jake Leppo, with 

Ernest Burnce and Hy Siegal to Leppo’s right. Mike Marcus is in the second row, third from the right (in sleeveless dark shirt).  

Ruby Garber is in the back row, third from the right. Ben Gargill is in a black, sleeveless shirt, leaning forward 

just behind the boy with the “Russell” shirt. Jimmy Mersicano is in front of Gargill.

Shore scene West End House Camp East Parsonsfield, Maine
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April 12, 1929 WEH Revue and Dance (cover) 

The West End House was well-known for these 

eagerly anticipated and well attended events.

also remembers other times being driven in Mo Isaacson’s 
truck. He remembers the “Old Timers” of his day were 
young men like Kelly Weinstein, George Kane, Sam Kane, 
Abie Katz, Charlie Meirick, Lucky Boorstein, Al Miller, 
Albert Stearns, Dave Fine and Jake Long. He remembers 
counselors Sid Krivitsky, Joe Hammer, Milton Burnes and 
Charlie Schlosberg. He thinks there were as many as eight 
tents, sleeping eight boys in each. He remembers playing 
ball, swimming naked across the lake and at Kennard’s 
Beach, doing chores, washing his clothes at the wash rock, 
snipe hunts, walking back from fictional “dances at the girls’ 
camp” across the lake, haunted houses, the Country Club, 
hanging beds from trees, an innocent friendship with Bert 
Day’s daughter Doris, and evenings spent in the Wildmere 
building playing games. The first time in his life that he 
bought and drank a Coca-Cola was at the general store in 
East Parsonsfield, during a hike. It cost him 2 cents. The food 
at camp was great, and the cook was African-American, but 
Hy could not recall his name (Ed Martin?). Hy thinks that 
the Kennard’s store existed even when he first arrived in 
1925. He remembers writing home and receiving mail. And 
he remembers that he paid $5 for each two week session he 
spent at camp. Until very recently, when his health has made 
it difficult, Hy has returned to camp for Old Timers’ Week 

every year since the 1930s. For many years, he helped to 
organize and oversee the week’s activities, and he has been 
unforgettable as a joke-teller who gets more laughs each  
time he retells a story.

George Kane remembers that Jack Burnes’ older brother, 
Abe, father of Milton and Justin, always worked in the 
kitchen and helped with everything. He remembers big 
Hank Barber, a contemporary of Milton’s and an All-
American football player for Dartmouth, and Myer 
Markovich, who, with Harry Marks, started the very 
successful M&M Trucking Company. “Etch” Cohen is also 
fondly remembered by George and many others. His face, 
scarred by a boyhood burn accident, appears in many old 
pictures of the boys. George remembers when the camp’s 
cook accidentally shot “Etch,” who escaped a local doctor 
when the latter started talking about amputating his arm.

We know that the end of the summer did not mean the 
end of Camp activities. The boys from this era went home 
to the West End and lived nearby each other all year long. 
There were baseball games on Boston Common between a 
Camp team and an “Old Timers nine,” annual reunions and 
dinners, and an annual dance “in aid of a camp fund.” 

1925 (L to R) Jack Burnes, Jake Leppo, Jake Long, David Klein 

April 12, 1929 WEH Revue and Dance (program)

April 12, 1929 WEH Revue 

and Dance (cast)
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The Depression and New Deal years; new demographics

T h e  H i s t o r i c a l  C o n t e x t

By 1928 the Twenties were Roaring, Republican Herbert Hoover was elected President over Roman 
Catholic NY Governor Alfred E. Smith, Amelia Earhart became the first woman to cross the Atlantic in a 
plane, and Boston’s North Station was constructed. Young (27 yr. old) Walt Disney came out with the first 
animated cartoon, Plane Crazy, with Mickey Mouse. The enormous increase in the private ownership of 
automobiles, and radio, changed economic and social patterns of American life. 

In 1929 the roaring stopped and pain started. Black Tuesday (Oct 29) on Wall Street; by 12/1 NYSE value 
dropped by over $26 Billion and the Great Depression had begun. 1929 also saw a patent obtained for 
the first coin operated vending machine, founding of NY’s Museum of Modern Art, St. Valentine’s Day 
Massacre of Chicago’s O’Banion Gang, Lt. Comm. Richard Byrd in 1st successful flight over the South Pole, 
George Eastman’s demonstration of the first color motion picture, and the first Academy Awards. The next 
year (1930) the Veteran’s Administration was created, the existence of Pluto was confirmed, CBS and NBC 
began regular live classical music radio broadcasts, and experimental daily TV broadcasts were conducted 
by Boston radio station WEEI. In 1931 a Bell Labs technician detected radio emissions from the Milky 
Way, Al Capone was convicted of tax evasion, and The Star Spangled Banner was chosen over America 
The Beautiful as our national anthem. Almost 2,500 banks (20%) had now failed since ’29 crash; 5,000,000 
were estimated unemployed (almost 15% of the work force).

In 1932 the Lindberghs’ baby was kidnapped, ransomed, died; unemployment reached estimated 13 
million, and FDR was elected in landslide over Hoover, promising a “New Deal.” Walter Winchell, 
Jack Benny, and Burns & Allen began radio broadcasts. By 1933 bank failures reached about 10,000; 
unemployment reached about 25%. The US officially recognized USSR, prohibition of alcohol was repealed, 
and the two most popular films were “Little Women” with Katharine Hepburn and “She Done Him Wrong” 
with Mae West. In inaugural address, concerning the Depression FDR said “the only thing we have to fear 
is fear itself.” By this time, the fragile peace established by the Treaty of Versailles was being jeopardized. 
The Japanese were threatening China, and the Nazi party came to power in Germany, but most Americans 
were determined to stay disengaged or neutral.

In 1934, John Dillinger was shot by federal agents outside Chicago movie theater, and the AFL boycotted 
German imports, protesting the rise of Nazi Adolph Hitler. The Three Stooges began a series of short 

1928-1937
subjects for Columbia Pictures, and the Sumner Tunnel 
opened, linking E. Boston & Boston. Jack Burnes’ West End 
House: The Story Of A Boys’ Club was published. In 1935, 
FDR signed the Social Security Act. I’m Popeye The Sailor 
Man was recorded on phonograph, and Gershwin’s Porgy & 
Bess opened in NY. 1936 saw the Boulder Dam completed; 
later renamed for Herbert Hoover. FDR was re-elected 
over Alfred Landon, Life Magazine was founded in NYC, 
Arturo Toscanini became conductor of NBC Symphony 
Orchestra, and Jesse Owens starred at the Berlin/Nazi 
Olympics. In 1937, the Golden Gate Bridge was completed, 
Amelia Earhart and copilot Fred Noonan disappeared while 
attempting around the world flight, transatlantic dirigible 
Hindenburg exploded into flames, and Joe DiMaggio hit 
.347 and became a superstar. Benny Goodman was “the king 
of swing,” and Disney came out with Snow White and The 
Seven Dwarfs.

On April 16, 1928, Joseph Eastman and Allie Evans signed 
a new lease to The West End House, Inc., a Massachusetts 
corporation, for ten years starting May 1, 1928 and  
ending April 30, 1938, still for the rent of $200 per year 
(payable $100 by June 25 and the other $100 by July 25  
of each year), of:

“a certain parcel of land together with the buildings thereon 
situated in said Parsonsfield on the northerly side of the road 
leading from the homestead of the late Dr. J. A. Kennard to 
North Parsonsfield, and beginning at the spring on said road 
and then running Westerly to the gate leading into said leased 
premises; thence Northerly and taking in and including the 
Sever Field, so-called, to a big rock at the water’s edge of Long 
Pond; thence running along said pond to a point opposite the 
spring and from said last point to the spring on said road. 
Meaning and intending to lease, demise and let unto the said 
The West End House, Inc. all the land and premises now used 
and occupied by The West End House, Inc. as a camp, and the 
same land and premises heretofore used and occupied by The 
West End House, Inc. as a camp during the preceding twenty 
(20) years, together with all improvements thereon, including 
those owned by the lessors and such improvements and 
buildings thereon which have been erected and placed thereon  
by The West End House, Inc. and belonging to the said The West 
End House, Inc.; including also as appurtenant to said leased 
premises all rights and privileges appurtenant thereto and 
heretofore enjoyed by said West End House in connection with 
its occupation and use of said leased premises.”

The land described seems to comprise most of the lower 
campus of today’s camp, north of what is now called the 
Road Between the Ponds. It does not include the ballfields. 
The description calls some things to mind: First, Dr. J. A. 

Kennard had just died six years earlier. Second, the spring 
can still be seen, just a few feet on the other side of the road 
about halfway between the Camp entrance and the Doctor’s 
cabin. Third, the “Sever” field, sometimes called the “Sun” 
field, was where the outdoor volleyball/basketball court now 
sits. Last, which rock was the “big rock at the water’s edge” 
and, is it still there? We are not sure, but perhaps the single 
most impressive rock at the water’s edge is the one that sits 
halfway between the legs of the H-dock.

The lease also provided what was to happen if the West End 
House decided not to stay on beyond the end of the ten year 
lease term: 

“It is further agreed that The West End House, Inc. may, at any 
time during the term of this lease or at the expiration of said 
lease, or at any date subsequent thereto, but no later than six 
months after the time when The West End House, Inc. shall 
surrender its use and occupation of the leases premises, remove,  
if it shall elect so to do any improvements built or erected on 
said leased premises by it, especially the buildings now used 
for a dining room, any store houses, ice houses, bungalows, 
etc., and also such other buildings or improvements as may be 
hereafter erected by The West End House, Inc. on the leased 
premises; and it is agreed that all improvements already on said 
leased remises and heretofore erected by the West End House, 
Inc., and all improvements or buildings hereafter erected 
by The West End House, Inc. shall be and remain personal 
property and shall be the property of The West End House, Inc. 
If the said The West End House, Inc. should elect to remove 
any improvements or buildings built or erected by it upon the 
termination of its use and occupation of said leased premises 
as herein provided, then if the lessors their heirs, successors 
or assigns should elect to purchase all of said improvements 
or buildings heretofore, or hereafter, erected on said leased 
premises by The West End House, Inc., which improvements 
and buildings it has been agreed shall be and remain the 
property of The West End House, Inc. the said lessors, their 
heirs, successors or assigns are hereby granted the first option  
to purchase said improvements and buildings belonging to  
The West End House, Inc. at a price to be agreed upon between 
the parties.”

Finally, the lease gave The West End House, Inc. “the first 
option to purchase the said leased premises at a price to be 
agreed upon between the parties.” The lease was prepared by 
Samuel Gottlieb, 73 Tremont Street, Boston, Massachusetts, 
and was signed by Eastman, Evans and “Jacob M. Burnes, 
Superintendent” for the West End House, Inc. (See Note 2)

Back in Boston, the new year 1929 saw the dedication, on 
January 6, of the new West End House Boys’ Club building  
at 16 Blossom Street. 
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As was also true at the Club, “graduate” members became 
leaders of newer generations of members and campers. By 
the late 1920s, Charlie Schlosberg and Joe Hammer (both in 
medical school and later to serve for years as camp doctors), 
Sid Krivitsky, Milton Burnes, Saul Goldwasser and other 
“graduates” served as Camp Directors or Assistant Directors.

From 1929 to 1931 Al E. Feldman (later known as Ellis 
Feldman and Ellis Field), a West Ender and camper (since 
the mid-1920s) and later a successful and well-known 
photographer, wrote a regular series of what he called “West 
End House Briefs” for The Jewish Advocate newspaper. We 
include a few fascinating samples below in order to show 
that era’s House and Camp activities, the Camp facility 
improvements, and the people involved:

Field also wrote about the arrival in Camp of “Duke,” 
a “German police dog” owned by Bernard and George 
Bennett. Duke is featured in a 1931 Camp picture.

It is through another West End House Brief note from 1931 
that we learned “an idea has been advanced to the effect 
that an extension of the ground pipe from the spring to the 
kitchen will be tried … , thus eliminating the spring water 
squad.” Apparently the idea was not tried or did not work, as 
the water squads continued for years thereafter.

In those days, swimming trunks were rarely in evidence. 
It is doubtful that many of the campers even owned swim 

suits. Since there were few other people regularly using 
the pond, campers and counselors preferred to swim 
in the altogether. Swimming in the nude, however, was 
against the law. One day in the early 1930s the local sheriff 
visited the camp and cited Jack Burnes for allowing this 
practice. As a result, Jack was summonsed to the York 
County Courthouse in Alfred. The judge asked Jack how he 
would plead. Jack humbly answered “guilty” and, hoping 
to appeal to the judge’s sympathies, went on further to 
speak of the poor Boston kids the Camp was serving and 
the deficit that Camp was sustaining as a result of this less 
than affluent crowd attending camp each summer. After 
a few minutes of consideration, the judge began to read 
the punishment: “I hereby assess a fine of $25.00 … ,” at 
which point Jack, thinking this was the total amount to be 
assessed, gratefully exclaimed that this was acceptable! The 
judge paused, peered over his glasses, and continued “that 
is, $25.00 per infraction.” Since the sheriff had counted 
twelve “perpetrators,” the fine was a hefty $300.00. Jack was 
quite sure that, if he had not been so eager to accept what he 
thought was going to be a favorable decision, the total of the 
fine would, indeed, have been a total of $25.00. (This story 
was related many times in later years to Bill Margolin by Joe 
Hammer, who had accompanied Jack to the courthouse.)

In the 1920s and 1930s, there started to appear some sons 
and nephews of the original Club campers, some who 
still lived in the West End, but also some who had moved 

1929 Junior Camper Group, with 

director, counselors and cook. 

From a newspaper article.

1929 Al Engle is third from the left, and Lucky Boorstein is second from the right. We are not sure of the 

others, although we believe the man on the far right was the director (Jim Kemp?) that summer. The Wildmere 

building was loaded with graffiti by this time, and was torn down after the summer of 1930 to make way for 

the new Rec Hall in approximately the same spot near the water.

Probably 1929. Charlie Meirick 

(L) and Doc Hammer in the 

rear, Al Miller (L) and Milton 

Burnes in front.
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In his 1934 book, Burnes wrote, “Camp used to be limited to 
four groups, twenty boys to a group; it now takes care of five 
‘graded’ groups of fifty boys each two weeks. Including those 
who can come for but a single week, over three hundred 
‘boys’ find health and happiness on the shores of our pond 
each summer.”

On February 25, 1933, just weeks before his death on March 
17, Joseph D. Eastman, “unmarried,” sold his one-half 
interest in the land (both the land leased to the Camp and 
surrounding land) to Charles Alley, of Parsonsfield, for about 
$1,000 and Alley’s agreement to assume the obligation to pay 

away from the West End (or were not from the West End 
at all) and resided in the “streetcar suburbs” of Dorchester, 
Roxbury and Mattapan. Norty Miller, for example, was born 
in 1928 and never lived in the West End. He grew up in 
Dorchester, though he often visited the House on Blossom 
Street. Then there started to appear some sons of friends 
and associates of current and former West Enders. As the 
concentration of Jews in the West End was reduced further 
during the late twenties and thirties, they were replaced 
by those of varied ethnicities, but primarily Italians. That 
change was reflected in the Camp demographics by the  
mid-to-late thirties.

Probably 1929. Charlie Meirick, Joe Hammer, Al Miller on the old “Old Timers” dock with boys 

including Jimmy Smith (in front of Meirick), Irving and Lee Romanow (in front of Miller),  

and Pat Taylor (with shirt, in front). We are not sure of the others.

A few years later (probably 1931) the same foursome; Al Miller, 

Milton Burnes, Joe Hammer, Charlie Meirick

This building, shown in the first year of its existence (1931), replaced the original 

Wildmere building, on approximately the same site (near the corner of the current Mess Hall which is 

closest to the Pond). This building served the same purpose as the Wildmere, that is as 

a Rec Hall/games room, but was demolished within 20 years to make way for the new (current) 

Mess Hall that was built and dedicated in 1950.
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Old Timers Week August 14, 1931, with names & nicknames scratched in. 

Jack Burnes to the far left, Charlie Schlosberg second from the right (between Henry Romanow 

and Steve the Cook). Also see Barney Yanofsky in back row, Abe Burnes (next to Barney), 

Milton Burnes (three to the right of Jack Burnes) with Joe Hammer to his left and Ori Boland 

to his right, Pop Meirick, Etch Cohen, and Ben Victor (front row) between Joe Chalfin and 

Abe Robbins. Charlie Chadis is between Etch Cohen and Ori Boland.

a $291 note that Eastman had given to Allie Evans. (See Note 
3) The relationship between Allie Evans and Charles Alley, 
who thus became co-owners, is not clear. Charles Alley was a 
World War I veteran and 30 years younger than Evans. Their 
graves are together in the Cornish cemetery (across from 
the fairgrounds). For years, they lived in separate sections of 
the house next to the ball-field, known for many years now 
as the “Cooks’ House” because the Camp’s cooks have been 
housed there since about 1950. By at least one account, they 
(Evans and Alley) did not speak much to each other. Allie 
Evans married Nellie M. Day (January 2, 1867-October 29, 
1930) and they had two children, Archie (October 28, 1905-
May 18, 1972) and Jessie. For many years Archie owned 

the gas/service station at the corner of Routes 5 and 25 in 
nearby Cornish. That spot is now operated as a gift shop. 
Archie’s daughter Linda Humphrey lives in Cornish with 
her husband Peter. Linda was interviewed for this book and 
was very kind and helpful, for which we thank her. She led us 
to the graves of Allie Evans and Charles Alley (who died in 
1968 at the age of 75), and supplied us with the original 1922 
lease, the very early picture of Allie with West End boys, and 
the 1930s picture of what was Evans’ home and barn (and 
became the cooks’ house and ballfield). Linda’s son, Mark, 
was also very helpful and supplied us with other pictures 
and with Allie Evans’ journal from 1908. Growing up in the 
1960s, Mark remembers being taken by his grandfather,

Allie Evans’ house and barn 

in the 1930s. The house is now the 

Cook’s House, the barn is long gone,  

and the field behind has been  

the Camp ball field since 1950.  

(courtesy of Linda Humphrey)

Campers, counselors, old-timers, cook, Doc Schlosberg and George Bennett’s dog Duke, on the old 

Old-Timers dock, 1931. Those we can identify are: Front row, left to right, Stearns, Mike Gray, 

Jimmy Smith, Kaplan, Lee Romanow, Justin Burnes, Korn, Joel Cohen.  Second row: Barney Harmon 

(fifth from left), Gigi Bennett (middle). Third row: Hyman Rosen (third from left), Curly Garber, 

Frank Marco, Abie Kaplan (furthest right). Pat Taylor is in the fourth row, behind Garber. Hymie Hersh 

and Ben Misner are behind Taylor. Bernie Bennett is standing at the left, with Jack Burnes behind him. 

Standing fourth from the right is Jack Richmond.  In the back row, to the left of the boy with 

the sailor’s hat, are Sidney Berkman (left) and Alex Brooks.
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1908 (?) Allie Evans (left, against tree) and older WEH boys in front of their tents 

(courtesy of Linda Humphrey)

Circa 1909 picture of  

Allie (Albion James) Evans,  

his wife Nellie (Day), and their 

children Jessie and Archie

 (courtesy of Linda Humphrey)

After the War, due to great demand, the two weeks were 
split. The first week was for WWII veterans, the second for 
all others.

Dr. Charles Schlosberg deserves special mention. As the 
plaque in his honor states, “Doc Charlie” served the camp 
for over 50 years, mostly as Medical Director but also as a 
counselor and Program Director in the 1920s. He also may 
be the only alumnus to marry a local girl, Emma Small from 
Cornish, who over many years has proven a true and loyal 
friend and contributor to the House and Camp in her own 
right. Dr. Joe Hammer is the only other doctor who served 
the Camp for so long and in so many other capacities. 

Myron Idelson spent three weeks each of two summers 
at camp, 1937 and 1938, when he was 11 and 12 years old, 
each time at a cost of $15.00. He remembers cook Danny 
Clarke and his famous soups, pies and doughnuts, Doc 
Schlosberg, his 1937 counselor Mike Burnes who taught him 
to dive, and Justin Burnes telling scary stories during an 
overnight campout in the woods. He remembers falling for 
the snipe-hunting story, going to Cornish by car to see the 
movie “Boys’ Town,” being the only boy in his tent equipped 
with mosquito netting but being too embarrassed to use it, 
driving to camp by bus from North Station, arriving in the 
rain and everyone wanting to swim right away anyway, hikes  
in the woods, track meets at the Day ballfield, and learning 
about sportsmanship on the volleyball court, win or lose. 
Myron recalls counselors walking into town to get the mail. 
He recalls that there were around 65 campers at a time, a 
memory which coincides well with the pictures we have of 
the era. He remembers there were a couple of rowboats and 
one canoe, a memory that others were not sure about. Myron 
recalls that the dining hall and “Rec Hall” of the time both 
had electricity. He remembers visitors to camp like Charlie 
Meirick, Allie Coles, and occasionally Mrs. Burnes. Idelson 
insists that making “one true friend” is “more than our 
share,” and he credits the Camp with helping to bring his 
share far beyond that. He does, however, single out David 
Vernon (1925-2001), who later was an attorney and, in 1966, 
became the Dean of the University of Iowa School of Law, as 
a lifelong friend he met at Camp. Myron recalls the Camp 
as “a living, pulsating thing which generated warmth and 
friendship for all those who entered.”

Harris Cohen came to Camp as a kitchen worker for two  
summers in the late 1930s. He also remembers well cook 
Danny Clarke. One of Harris’ jobs was to make sure Danny 
got his “juice” each morning. 

Archie, to what was by then the Camp’s land, to ride a  
go-cart, play baseball in the ballfield, and just generally have 
fun at the Pond.

Sam London, nicknamed “Lem” for a role he played in a 
House theatrical production, joined the House around 1931 
and first went to camp in 1935, the year before he graduated 
from high school. Bert Wynn’s father drove him up to 
camp. Sam returned to camp each summer for 2 or 3 weeks, 
at the cost of $10, until World War II. After his service in 
the war, he spent a portion of the summer of 1945 at camp 
recuperating from his difficult experience as a prisoner-of-
war. Sam has been a fixture at Old-Timers’ Week ever since. 
His fond memories of camp focus more on the many camp 
people he has known, and the friendships made and kept, 
more than events. His contemporaries included Jimmy 
Smith, Georgie Weinstein, Norm Weinberg, Jake Cohen, 
Gigi Bennett, Manny Brown, Mike Cataldo, Myron Burnes, 
Solly Brener (his brothers spelled it Brenner), Lee Romanow 
and Justin Burnes. Smith is remembered by many as the 
leader of that group. In the late thirties, they were joined at 
camp by their West End friend, Nathan Patt, who first came 
to camp as a “worker” in the kitchen and returned each 
summer until the War. Patt remembers cook Danny Clarke 
(whom he later encountered in the Army in Scotland in 
June, 1943) and Doc Schlosberg sleeping in the old infirmary 
building. He does not remember any boats. He returned to 
camp for Old Timers’ Week only in 1969, and has been a 
regular ever since.

Harold L. Goober, while three years younger than Lem 
London and two years younger than Natie Patt, first came 
to Camp before either of them, in 1933 or 1934, at the age 
of 11 or 12. Like so many boys of that era he came with the 
members of his WEH Club, the Arrow Club, which included 
Julius Goldman, Charlie Abrams, Melvin Rubin, and Louis 
Berger. The Head Counselors of his time were Gigi Bennett, 
Jimmy Smith and Justin Burnes. Harold also remembers the 
wonderful food prepared by Danny Clarke, an independent 
fellow who did not get along with the Doctor. He remembers 
always attending camp for two weeks each summer (always 
arriving by bus), Jack Burnes sleeping next to the old 
infirmary, three Country Club buildings, and eight tents, 
each with six beds and one counselor. The counselors and 
workers were not paid anything; they worked, they were 
housed and fed, and they made tips if they were lucky. 
Harold also remembers that Old Timers’ Week (also called 
“graduates” week) in the thirties was a two week affair.
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The first purchase; WWII years; planning a new camp

T h e  H i s t o r i c a l  C o n t e x t

By 1938, there was somewhat more stability in the economy. A Federal minimum wage law was enacted of 
25 cents/hr, and Howard Hughes flew around the world in 91 hrs. Douglas Corrigan was dubbed “wrong 
way Corrigan” for flying from NY east to Ireland after saying he was headed west to California, though it 
was intentional as he had no passport. Pearl Buck won a Pulitzer for The Good Earth. Kristallnacht (night 
of broken glass) in Germany; relations with Nazi Germany became tense. Orson Welles’ live CBS broadcast 
of War Of the Worlds spread panic. In 1939 England and France declared war on Germany two days after 
Germany invaded Poland; Russia invaded Finland; US was still neutral. World Fairs in San Francisco and 
New York showed new inventions, like touch-tone phones and TV. Nylon stockings were introduced. First 
transatlantic passenger plane service began, and soap operas become popular on radio; called such because 
sponsor commercials were placed within storylines. Films: “Gone With The Wind”; “The Wizard Of Oz”. 

In 1940, the average American life expectancy was 64. Italy declared war on England and France and 
invaded the Balkans. Due to war, Olympics were cancelled. Harry James left Benny Goodman, formed his 
own band, and hired Frank Sinatra as lead singer. Disney released Pinocchio and previewed Fantasia. 
NBC conducted first telecast of an opera in NY, and CBS demonstrated color TV system. In 1941, FDR was 
inaugurated for third term, Joe DiMaggio hit in 56 straight games, and Lou Gehrig died of ALS. National 
Gallery of Art was dedicated in DC, and the Grand Coulee Dam opened in Washington. Films: “Citizen 
Kane”; “How Green Was My Valley”; “Meet John Doe”; “Sgt. York”. Glenn Miller’s Chattanooga Choo 
Choo. Year ended with surprise Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. US declared war on Japan; Japanese 
allies Italy and Germany declared war on the US. The opposing forces were now committed to what was to 
be the biggest, bloodiest and costliest war in all of history. In 1942, the internment of West Coast Japanese- 
Americans began, and rationing began of sugar, gas, etc. US Marines landed at Guadalcanal. Bell 
introduced 1st American jet, the XP-59. In November, Boston’s disastrous Coconut Grove nightclub  
fire killed 491.

In 1943, the news continued to be mostly war-related. Allied forces made progress in Germany; Italy’s 
Mussolini was removed; Italy withdrew its war declaration against US, and declared war on Germany. 
Building of Pentagon began; took one year. Eight Nazi spies attempted to land on US east coast; they were 
captured, convicted, executed. Women’s Army Corps (WACs) was organized. Cigarette companies used 
WWII to promote their product. Frank Sinatra and Dinah Shore were America’s most popular singers; 
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s “Oklahoma!” opened on Broadway. In 1944 DDT was developed to wipe 

1938-1947

out lice among troops of the Allied Forces. The Normandy 
Invasion (D Day) came on June 6. FDR was elected to 4th 
term, beat Dewey. Glenn Miller, popular bandleader, made 
broadcast from London, then disappeared on flight from 
Paris to London on Christmas Eve (his plane was hit by 
friendly RAF fire). Casablanca won Academy Award for best 
picture. Helen Osborne Storrow died.

In 1945 FDR died of a brain hemorrhage; Harry Truman was 
sworn in as 33rd President. The Phillipines were recaptured; 
Iwo Jima; Gen. Patton’s 3rd Army invaded Germany, crossed 
the Rhine. Nazi regime fell, Hitler committed suicide, and 
Mussolini was captured and executed. Truman ordered 
atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The 
Japanese surrendered 9/1 on the USS Missouri. Federal 
minimum wage was raised to 40 cents/hour. Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s “Carousel” opened on Broadway. The FCC 
allocated channels 2-13 for commercial television. The 
enormous wartime economic growth ended the Depression 
and brought large numbers of women, Blacks, and other 
minorities into the workforce and fueled a surge in union 
membership. Large population movements to cities, to the 
west and to the north were seen.

In 1946 the first digital computer weighed 60,000 pounds 
and measured 30 x 60 feet. The League of Nations was 
disbanded and assigned its assets to newly-formed United 
Nations; John D. Rockefeller, Jr. donated $8.5Million block 

of east side Manhattan property for UN headquarters. One 
story, split level homes (“ranch houses”) become popular. 
Ex-Prime Minister Churchill said in speech that “an iron 
curtain has descended across the continent” of Europe, 
warning of need to halt Communist expansion. In 1947 
Truman announced US “containment” policy, later known 
as “Truman Doctrine.” UFOs were reported throughout the 
summer; government initially “confirm[ed]” saucer crash 
near Roswell, NM and that alien bodies recovered, but later 
recanted all accounts saying it was a weather balloon. Jackie 
Robinson signed with and played for the Brooklyn Dodgers, 
breaking the “color barrier” of major league baseball. By 
year end, there were 139 commercial broadcast TV stations, 
but only an estimated 9,000 TV sets. A series of disastrous 
fires raged for ten days in October in Maine, from Acadia 
National Park south to Biddeford, affecting 35 towns; 
16 died; nearly 10,000 required first aid; 175,000 acres 
burned; Red Cross spent $2.4 million on disaster relief.

Norty Miller first saw the Camp in 1931, at the age of three, 
while visiting with his father, Michael Marcus (who was 
taking pictures), and mother, Rose. Norty remembers staying 
at “Ma Johnson’s” rooming house (a/k/a the New Lincoln 
Hotel) in Cornish in the 1930s (room, dinner and breakfast 
for $8.00), before he was old enough to attend Camp. He 
was a camper from 1938-1941, a “worker” (mostly kitchen) 
in 1942 and 1943, a counselor in 1944 and 1945, and one of 

1938 Ken Elkins (top left) 

and his brother (top right), 

Norty Miller (front). The name 

of the boy in the back-middle 

is not remembered.
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four young co-directors in 1946 (with David “DK” Krivitsky, 
Walter Kozol, and David Rowe) when college-aged boys were 
mostly in the service. Norty returned to Camp for more than 
twenty years as an old-timer.

Norty remembers nights out when he and other counselors 
would walk into Cornish (about 6 miles), roller skate for 
hours at the fairgrounds, then walk back to Camp. He 
remembers well the counselors of his time: Myron Burnes 
(Jack’s son), Justin Burnes (Abe’s son, Jack’s nephew),  
Jimmy Smith, Lee Romanow, Jonas Klein (David’s son),  
Joel Cohen, and Lenny Freeman. 

In 1937-8, in the months leading up to the end of the ten 
year lease term, negotiations were under way over the extent 
of the land to be sold and the price to be paid. On June 22, 
1938, Evans and Alley, still both of Parsonsfield, and Burnes, 
then “Superintendent and Executive Director” of and for 

The West End House, Inc., signed an agreement for the sale 
and purchase of somewhat more land than had been leased, 
for the sum of $4,000. The land to be sold was described  
this way:

“A certain parcel of land together with the buildings thereon 
situated in said Parsonsfield on the northerly side of the road 
leading from the homestead of the late Dr. J. A. Kennard to 
North Parsonsfield, and beginning at the furthest point owned 
by the party of the first part on said road; thence running 
westerly to a point 50 feet beyond the gate leading into said 
leased premises along said road; thence northwesterly to include 
the so called sun field, the hand ball court now in process of 
construction, the bungalows, infirmary and lavatory buildings 
now on said premises; thence turning and running northerly in 
a straight line to the lake known as Long Pond; thence running 
easterly along the said lake to the point of beginning. Including 
also the sole and exclusive right to the use of the spring on said 
road which has been heretofore used by said West End House,

July 8, 1938 Entire Camp, in front of the Dining Hall, which was on the hill behind today’s Bunk 4B.  

We think we can identify about one third of the 66 or 67 faces. 

The adults in the right rear include the father of Sonny Shapiro, Jack Burnes, Jimmy Smith and Charlie Meirick. 

Front row boys include Harris Cohen, Bernie Silverstein, Frank Gropman, Norty Miller, Sonny Shapiro and 

Patsy Ruocco. Second row includes Whitey Rabinovitz, Bert Wynn, MikeVendetti, Harold “Hatsy” Goldman 

and Herb Cooper. Third row (standing) includes Ken Elkins, Norman and Bobby Singer, Kaplan. 

The standees behind include Mike Burnes, Johnny Klevis (blond), Rosy Rosenthal, and Lenny Freeman. 

Inc. during the past thirty years, so far as the law permits 
the party of the first part to grant such sole and exclusive 
use; including also the right to enter and obtain water off the 
premises bordering said spring should said spring cease to exist.

Meaning and intending to sell unto the said The West End 
House, Inc. all the land and premises now used and occupied 
by The West End House, Inc. as a camp, and the same land and 
premises heretofore used and occupied by The West End House, 
Inc. as a camp during the preceding thirty years, together 
with all improvements thereon, including those owned by the 
parties of the first part and such improvements and buildings 
thereon as have been erected and placed thereon by The West 
End House, Inc. and belonging to the said The West End House, 
Inc. … ; together with the additional land to be conveyed to 
the party of the second part, as more fully described in the first 
paragraph above.”

Still, the parties were not convinced that the description was 
adequate, so they also agreed “to enter upon said land, prior 
to the execution and delivery of this agreement, and stake 
out by proper stakes to be placed thereon, the land which is 
to be sold and conveyed to The West End House, Inc. … . It is 
further agreed that if the description above set forth varies or 
is different from the land as staked out by the parties hereto, 
then the land as staked out shall be the true description of 
the land to be sold and conveyed … ”

The conveyance actually occurred earlier than the  
scheduled date of August 1, 1938. The Warranty Deed was 
signed by Evans and Alley, and witnessed and notarized  
by Portland, Maine attorney Kenneth Baird, all on  
July 19, 1938. (See Note 4)

The property, however, was not deeded to The West End 
House, Inc. but to Jacob M. Burnes, individually, of 
Brookline, Massachusetts “for The West End House, Inc.  
of Boston, Massachusetts, it being intended that when a 
Maine corporation is formed, the property with all rights 
and privileges above described will be conveyed to the Maine 
corporation by the said Jacob M. Burnes.” In other words, 
The West End House, Inc. planned to establish a new Maine 
corporation to take title to the property but had not yet done 
so, and, most likely, the sellers did not want to wait. The 
unusual language used in the deed established essentially  
a trust relationship between Burnes and The West End 
House, Inc., whereby Burnes became the “legal” owner and 
the Massachusetts corporation known as The West End 
House, Inc. (or, perhaps more correctly, the new yet-to-be 
created Maine corporation that The West End House, Inc. 
intended to create) became the “beneficial” owner.

The land conveyed by the deed was described with reference 
to four iron posts that had just been set in the ground:

 “A certain parcel of land, together with the buildings thereon, 
situated in Parsonsfield, in the County of York and State of 
Maine, on the Northerly side of the road leading from the 
homestead of the late Dr. J. A. Kennard to North Parsonsfield, 
bounded and described as follows: Beginning at the furthermost 
point owned by the grantors in this deed, said point being 
marked by an iron post driven into the ground; thence in a 
general westerly direction along said road one thousand and 
fifty (1050) feet, more or less, to an iron post driven into the 
ground; thence turning in a general northwesterly direction four 
hundred and fifty (450) feet, more or less to an iron post driven 
into the ground; thence turning in a general northerly direction 
in a straight line one hundred and twenty-five (125) feet, more 
or less, to lake known as Long Pond, said point being marked by 
an iron post driven into the ground; thence running in a general 
easterly direction along the said lake to the point of beginning.”

The deed also carefully spelled out and protected the Camp’s 
water rights: 

“Including all right, title and interest possessed by the said 
grantors to the part of said Long Pond bordering the property 
above described and conveyed; including also unto the said 
grantee, his heirs and assigns, the sole and exclusive right and 
liberty at all times hereafter of using the water from the above 
referred to and being spring on the southerly side of the road 
on property belonging to the said grantors; also the exclusive 
right to lay pipes across the property of the said grantors for the 
purpose of conveying said water to the property of The West End 
House Camp, said spring having been used by The West End 
House Camp during the past thirty years; also the right to enter 
upon the land to repair, cleanse and maintain the said spring 
and all pipes in connection therewith and also the right to enter 
and obtain water off the premises bordering said spring should 
said spring cease to exist.”

The spring can still be seen from the Road Between the 
Ponds, although it has been capped and has not been used 
for many years.

Seven months later, on February 13, 1939, nine individuals 
signed a State of Maine “Certificate of Organization Of A 
Corporation” for the new corporation called “West End 
House Camp, Inc.” (See Note 5) The Certificate was deemed 
filed by the Secretary of State on February 17, 1939 and the 
next day, by Quitclaim Deed dated February 18, 1939, Burnes 
conveyed the same land to the new Maine corporation for 
“less than one hundred dollars” (in legal jargon, “nominal”, 
or “token,” consideration). (See Note 6) 
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Interestingly, another deed had been prepared, signed and 
notarized—running from Burnes to The West End House, 
Inc. (the Massachusetts corporation)—to be used and 
recorded in the event that the Maine corporation did not 
come into being. That deed was held “in escrow” by Attorney 
Samuel Gottlieb and was destroyed by him after the deed to 
the new Maine corporation had been recorded.

By the 1940s, there was still another generation of campers – 
an amalgamation of native West Enders, sons and grandsons 
of West Enders, sons and nephews of Camp alumni, sons 
of still more friends and associates of West Enders, etc. The 
circle was ever expanding. The first and second generation 
campers from the West End of that era were much more 
likely to be Italian or otherwise non-Jewish. More and more 
campers each summer were neither residents of the West 
End nor active members of the Club.

Nine year old West Ender Larry Gilligan arrived in 1941. 
Jimmy Smith was his counselor in Bunk #0 which he recalls 
as one of six 8-person tents (each with seven campers and 
a counselor) set up in the area of what is now the Council 
Ring. He says there was a seventh tent, for “workers,” near 
the cabin where Abe Burnes slept and the next-door old 
infirmary, and an eighth tent near the ledge area which 
today leads to the Old Timers’ dock. Is it possible that there 
were actually nine tents (0 and 1-8) since several people 
specifically remember tents numbered 0 and 8? Pictures 
from as early as 1931 show at least 65 people. The Mess Hall 
was in the area behind today’s Bunk 4B. Between the Mess 
Hall and the area with six tents was a rough area where the 
boys could throw a ball around and play something like a 
softball game. The Rec Hall, such as it was, was located in  
the area behind today’s Mess Hall, near the current 
horseshoe pit. 

Larry returned each summer through 1946 as a camper,  
then two summers (1947-8) as a “worker” cleaning the 
Country Club buildings three times a day and otherwise 
enjoying the Camp, one year as a kitchen worker (1949), 
and finally four summers as a counselor (1950-53). Thirteen 
summers in a row. He has lots of memories, and many  
old-timers have memories of Larry. He remembers his 
first trip to Camp was by bus, with a stop at Portsmouth 
Circle. He recalls a well used four-wall handball court about 
where the northeasterly side of today’s Rec Hall stands. He 
remembers cook Joe Hovey, through most of the 1940s, who 
saw his job as “feeding the starving animals.” He remembers 
Albie Nason teaching him to swim, and he remembers the 
whole camp going to Kennard’s to swim on hot days. He and 

others recall a six week summer season in 1945, followed  
by a wonderful Veterans’ Week jam-packed with joyous 
alumni vets just returned from the Second World War, and 
that week followed by a regular Old Timers’ Week that was 
also packed.

Johnny Sergei told us this great story, in many ways from 
another time and place: Paying about $5 per week, he  
first went to camp in 1940 with others from his West End 
House club, the Edisons. They included Joe Pepitone,  
Johnny Vendetti, Stan Dedisch (sp?), Walla Berinofsky, and 
Tootsie Sauteer, and they stayed together. In the summer of 
1942, their third summer, their counselor was Danny Hoar, 
of whom they were very fond. Apparently, Danny was sent 
home by Jack Burnes due to a swearing incident of some 
kind. Sergei and five others of his group (all about 16 or 17 
years old) were so upset about this that they decided to pack 
up and leave also. Burnes tried mightily to talk them out of 
it, but they left anyway, supplied with money for train tickets 
home from Portland. They roamed around the area until 
they found a barn to sleep in, then were spooked by cows 
who were not happy about the intruders. So, the boys slept 
in the grove at Kennard’s. They slept poorly, though, since 
they were sleeping on stored ice, which they did not realize 
until first light. In the morning, they found a ride on a truck 
to the train station in Portland, where they used their money 
for corned beef sandwiches, and eventually hitched a ride 
on a furniture truck all the way to Boston’s North Station. 
Arriving at about 2:00 A.M. they spent the night at the  
Rialto Theatre in Scollay Square. The Rialto (originally 
opened as the Star Theatre around 1906 and renamed in  
the 1920s) was next to the famous Scollay Olympia Theatre.  
By the 1930s the Rialto had earned the nickname “The 
Scratch House”:

“Open all night, at only a dime for admission, it became  
a de facto boardinghouse for some of Boston’s homeless. If you 
were brave enough to go inside for a show and unlucky enough 
to sit in the wrong seat, you soon found yourself scratching your 
way through the matinee. A regular spraying of the theater 
didn’t seem to do much to rid the seats of vermin, although the 
perfume smell of the spray did manage to cover up the smell of 
some of the people who slept there.” (from “Always Something 
Doing: A History of Boston’s Infamous Scollay Square”, by 
David Kruh.)

The boys returned to their nearby homes at a respectable 
morning hour. Johnny does not remember what he told his 
parents about all of this, but he must have been uneasy about 
the way he left the camp, because he did not return until  
Old Timers’ Week of 1985, forty-three years later. 

Phil Oddo remembers joining the Club and first attending 
the Camp in the summer of 1943. “You had to be 10,” so the 
nine-year-old Oddo said he was 10. No one had money; it 
was a very big thing if you could go to camp. He remembers 
being bussed to camp. Phil spent three summers as a 
camper, two weeks each year, always living in tents with as 
many as 10 boys per tent. He also recalls the Mendelsohn, 
Wonderland, Bancroft and Gottlieb cabins being in place for 
at least some of his years, and, with those cabins, estimates 
that there were as many as 100 boys accommodated at a time. 
Many of his memories were also heard from others—about  
hikes to the bear caves and East Parsonsfield, Ruby’s store 
at Kennard’s, washing clothes on the wash rock, “edging” 
the beds, cookouts on the cook’s day off, and Director Jack 
Burnes, who was respected by all and who would not stand 
for bad behavior or bullying. 

But Phil has other memories of the 1940s that we heard only 
from a few. He remembers, perhaps because his father was 
taken aback when told about it, that in the War years, when 
people back home had to wait in line for an hour to get eggs, 
the Camp had eggs for the boys every morning. The campers 
also had fresh, hot bagels every day. They had stews, soups 
and burgers. If a bunk won inspection, the boys would get 
ice cream, which was tough to get in those years. If a bunk 
won a sports competition with another bunk, they got the 
losers’ desserts. They ate like kings. (Norty Miller remembers 
that the Camp always received top quality meats, through 
the efforts of Tom Krivitsky.) Phil also remembers watching 

movies at night on an old motion picture projector, playing 
street games (Relievio, Rollo, Dodge Ball, Kick the Can), and 
that “we were always singing.” His memory is that around 
90% of the campers were either West Enders or sons of  
West Enders, mostly Jews and Italians but also some Irish 
and Poles. After his camper years, Phil did not return for  
Old Timers’ Week until 1990.

Reed Ueda’s book tells us that from 1908 to 1948 “only 
a few alterations had been made” to the Camp “under 
the leadership of Dr. David Klein of the Graduate Camp 
Committee. In 1929, in the first year of its existence, the 
Alumni Association purchased the grounds and deeded 

1944
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Levine, Frank Gropman. 

Norm Levine

Back: George Butler, Dave 

Love, Etch Cohen, Moe 
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Country Club building exterior, moved to present site 

and used as archery shed since the tennis courts were erected 

in the 1960s (2007 picture)
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them to the West End House Camp. However, until World 
War II, the Camp looked much as it did in the 1920s.” 

We have already seen that this telling is not quite right, that 
the House did not purchase in 1929 but rather operated 
under an oral lease until 1922, then under written leases 
until 1938, when the first purchase was made. However, we 
have every reason to believe that the Camp looked much the 
same in 1948 as it had 40 years earlier, except that tents were 
added or expanded by the early 1930s to accommodate more 
than 50 boys at a time (up from 18-20 at the beginning), and 
wooden bungalows (containing eight beds each) were erected 
to house campers (in addition to tents) for the summers of 
1944 (Mendelsohn and Wonderland) and 1945 (the original 
Gottlieb and Bancroft cabins, combined later in 1961). In 
the late thirties and forties there were six tents set up in a 
semi-circle among the trees, approximately in the location 
of the Council Ring, each with 7 campers and a counselor, 
a seventh tent closer to the water, and an eighth tent for the 
workers in the area behind the current store house/dumpster. 
The original Wildmere building had been replaced in 1931 
with a new activities building.

Except for the “Sever” or “Sun” field, the entire Camp  
was still heavily forested, with uneven soil and gnarly tree 
roots underfoot. The heavy growth of trees kept things dark  
and cool, but it also made a night-time trip to the Country 
Club (outhouse) over 100 yards from the tents (near the 
current tennis courts), accompanied only by a weak lamp 
and the scary sounds of the forest and lake (loons?), an 
unforgettably uncomfortable adventure. 

We do not have to imagine what the Country Club looked 
like, because one is still with us. It is the oldest existing 
structure at Camp, but it has been masquerading for a 
long time (since being moved when the tennis courts were 
constructed in the 1960s) as the archery equipment shed. By 
most accounts there were three Country Club buildings.

In 1945, Sid Boorstein first came to Camp at the age of eight. 
Sid is the son of native West Ender Morris “Lucky” Boorstein 
(a contemporary of George Kane) who himself first saw the 
Camp as a 13-year-old in 1919 and was an avid and loyal 
House member until his death in 1975. Sid is sure that he  
was the youngest and probably the smallest boy at Camp in 
1945, since at that time, as Phil Oddo said, one was supposed 
to be at least ten years of age. He has vivid memories of 
the fright he felt during nightly roundtrip sojourns to the 
Country Club. He did not return to Camp for the following 
several summers.

Five weeks in 1945 was Harris Coles’ only time at camp. He 
fondly remembers his counselor, David Krivitsky. He does 
recall that the four rear (wooden) bunks were in place and 
being used when he was there. Harris’ older brother, Morris 
(“Sonny”), attended camp in 1934-1935, and, of course, 
Harris’ father, Allie, was a camper 1909-1912, a long-time 
Club member, Alumni Association President, and Executive 
Director of the Club (from 1958-1971) and Camp (from 
1958-1973).

The Camp had no ballfields on its land before 1948. Before 
that time, campers played ball in the field across the street 
from the (now white) Bert Day house. The third-base line 
was along Long Pond Road and right field was in a gully 
deep enough to keep a fielder out of sight. Norty Miller 
remembers a time when a ball was hit to right fielder Al 
Greene, and no one could understand why it was taking so 
long for Al to retrieve the ball and throw it back. It turned 
out that he had fallen and broken his leg in pursuit of the 
ball, but no one saw it happen because Al was out of sight  
of everyone else. 

Until the 1940s there was no running water and no 
electricity, except in the Mess Hall. Clean and plentiful 
water was obtained from the well on the other side of the 
Road Between the Ponds, about 100 yards from the Camp 
entrance. A group of about five of the strongest campers 
was chosen for the daily duty of hauling water up the 
road multiple times. The capped well can still be seen. 

Country Club building/archery 

shed interior (2007 picture)

Al Greene, Jack Burnes, Maxwell Shapiro, Joe Kaplan, circa 1950

1945 (L to R) Frank Gropman, David Rowe, Dave “DK” 

Krivitsky, Norty Miller (courtesy of Norty Miller)
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Refrigeration was via ice cut from the pond by Allie Evans in 
the winter, stored in the ice house and covered with sawdust. 

At age 13 West Ender Sam Pirri first came to camp for 
the last two weeks of the summer of 1947 (bunking in 
Mendelsohn). He recalls paying $12 for the two weeks,  
$8 for insurance and $4 for the bus rides. Sam returned 
for the same two weeks each of the next three summers 
(bunking in Wonderland, Gottlieb and 4B, respectively). In 
1950, Sam was named Camper of the Year. (Two years later 
Sam was “Mr. West End House 1952.”) Interestingly, Sam 
remembers Larry Gilligan as “always” being his counselor, 
though Larry says he was a worker 1947-49 and wasn’t a 
counselor until 1950. Perhaps they are both right in a sense; 
as Jack Burnes apparently insisted that Larry always help 
with the West Enders, the boys probably felt Larry’s presence 
whether he was formally their counselor or not. Sam recalls 
coming to camp with many of his mates from the House’s 
“Storrow Jr.’s” Club, a diverse group of Italian (Sam, Lou 
Ferullo, Dom Strazulla, Joe Corso), Irish (Jimmy, Tommy 
and Joe Jackman), Greek (Chris Naoum), Albanian (Billy 
Stavre), Polish (Ray Zazulak, Billy Simmons) and Jewish 
(Billy Black, Joe Paris, Georgie Berger, Norm and Dick 
Levine) boys. 

Sam played third base on a Camp team that played against 
Junior High School teams from Limerick, Cornish and  
Kezar Falls, winning more than they lost. He remembers  
the WEHC team, behind 6-3 to a Cornish team one summer, 
rallying for a win after a rousing speech from Mo Isaacson. 
The roster included pitcher Jimmy Jackman, catcher  
Joe Corso, Billy Black at first and Lou Ferullo in the outfield. 

In 1947 and 1948, Sam remembers, there were so many  
boys that they had to eat in double shifts. He remembers  
Doc Skvirsky, and working with gimp and painting in “arts 
& crafts,” and tall and very tough Bowdoin College swimmer 
Bob Glover on the waterfront in 1950 (before there was 
an H-dock), and Brown University wrestler Mike Rowe, 
who became Head Counselor in 1949. Sam loved all the 
competition, even the daily inspections, and the great and 
plentiful food. Like all of his contemporaries he remembers 
Jimmy Meirick (Charlie’s son) who, in the late 1950s died in 
an auto accident while on his way home from Dartmouth 
College. Jimmy’s tragic death marked somewhat of an end  
of innocence for Sam’s generation of boys. 

While everyone had jobs to do each day, the dirtiest job 
-- cleaning the Country Club -- was done by Jack Burnes 
himself, according to Norty Miller. Burnes would not allow 

anyone else to do that job, another of many reasons why Jack 
Burnes was universally loved and respected. Larry Gilligan, 
though, remembered that he and Jackie Resnick did do that 
job three times a day during the two summers they served as 
“workers” (1947 and 1948, the two years after Norty left). In 
fact, Larry says that was their only official duty during those 
two summers.

It was the existence of the primitive (and leaking?) Country 
Club facilities that sparked the huge changes that were about 
to come. As Ueda’s history tells us: 

“After the war, Maine authorities notified the Camp Committee 
that various new improvements would have to be made if the 
Camp were to remain open. To meet these conditions the Camp 
Committee made plans to rebuild the entire facility. To pay for 
this the Alumni Association launched an unprecedented  
fund-raising enterprise.”

A review of the minutes of meetings of the Board of 
Directors of the Alumni Association from late in 1946 
(President David Fine, Vice-President Sam Lappen, 
Secretary Sydney Krivitsky and members including George 
Butler, Jack Burnes, Myron Burnes, Robert Greenberg, 
Louis Levine, Ted Love, Charles Meirick, Joe Kaplan, Hy 
Rosengard, Hank Barber, Morry Davidson, Dave Freeman, 
Ruby Garber, Ben Gargill, A. Shell Lezberg, Harry Marks, 
Al Miller, Al Stearns, George Kane and Barney Yanofsky) 
reveals that the discussions and plans initially were modest, 
to raise the estimated $20,000. needed for the necessary 
sanitary improvements. This led to “a lengthy discussion 
concerning whether the sanitary improvements intended 
should be made in the present camp site or whether a more 
desirable location should be found, with emphasis placed 
on the land owned by Allie Evans located above the present 
camp location. As a result of this discussion, a committee 
of Dr. David G. Klein, Charles Meirick and Jack Burnes was 
appointed to contact Allie Evans concerning the land...” 
The discussions with Evans were successful, as were the 
fundraising efforts (Contributory Committee Chairman 
George Kane, looking ahead optimistically, initially 
“suggested that no figure be set as to the amount of money 
to be raised.”) By March, 1947, a goal of $50,000 had been set 
for this fundraising drive, with the idea now being to build 
essentially an entirely new camp. 

At the same time (December 1946), “it was recommended 
that camp fees be raised from $20 to $25 for Juniors and $25 
to $30 for Alumni, in order to cut down next year’s expected 
deficit … House boys under the Hayden Fund will pay $3 per 
week which includes transportation.”

1950 Jimmy Meirick
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Cold War; fundraising, adding land & building;  

end of Burnes years

T h e  H i s t o r i c a l  C o n t e x t

World War II dramatically changed the US from an isolationist country to world leader and military 
superpower. There were major postwar booms in the economy, construction, education and babies.  
There were “Happy Days” for many but there were also great, unsolved, lingering and new problems.  
In 1948 the “Cold War” with the USSR intensified. The House Un-American Activities Committee sought 
out spies. President Truman defeated Dewey, despite infamous newspaper headline. The State of Israel  
was created and recognized. Home TV sets totaled 125,000; with 4 TV networks (ABC, CBS, NBC, 
Dumont). Ed Sullivan and Milton Berle shows debuted. In 1949 the Justice Dept sued to break up AT&T 
and Western Electric, NATO was founded, and the UN building in NYC was dedicated. Jackie Gleason  
and Honeymooners starred on TV’s Cavalcade of Stars, and Rodgers and Hammerstein’s South 
Pacific opened on Broadway. In Boston the 26 story, 495 foot, John Hancock Tower was built, and the 
Commonwealth of Mass. authorized the building of Storrow Drive. Popular singer Buddy Clark 
(Dorchester native and Camp alumnus Samuel Goldberg) died in plane crash.

In 1950 the People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea) invaded the Republic of Korea (South Korea) at  
the 48th parallel; UN Security Council authorized military intervention (under Gen Douglas MacArthur); 
Communist Chinese troops joined North Korea. In Boston, the city’s population peaked at 801,000, the 
Mystic River bridge opened, and the Planning Board enacted “General Plan”, proposing substantial West 
End clearance. Rebuilt WEH Camp opened, with July 16 dedication gala. At the beginning of 1951,  
70% of America’s 2.9 million troops were fighting in Korean War. MacArthur insisted that UN forces 
invade Communist China, and was relieved of his post by Truman. Julius & Ethel Rosenberg were 
convicted and sentenced to death on treason charges, accused of giving USSR atomic bomb secrets. 
Building began of Boston’s Central Artery, severing downtown from the waterfront and the North End.

In 1952 Communist China’s foreign minister accused US of using germ warfare to cause deadly flu 
outbreak. First major inflation experienced in US. Summer Olympics were held in Helsinki, Finland.  
In first TV “closed-circuit” event, Rocky Marciano won heavyweight boxing championship. When 
Truman refused to run for re-election, Eisenhower/Nixon ticket won. Nixon gave his “Checkers speech.” 
First toy advertised on TV (Mr. Potato Head). I Love Lucy was America’s favorite TV show. New Camp 

1948-1957
Rec Hall roof collapsed under weight of snow and ice. 
In 1953, Eisenhower set priority of world policy aimed at 
promoting freedom; Korean War armistice signed; and 
Yankees beat Brooklyn Dodgers in 50th World Series, first 
to win 5 in a row. Bob Hope hosted first coast-to-coast 
telecast of Academy Awards. In 1954 US’s first hydrogen 
bomb detonation took place at Eniwetok Atoll, Dr. Jonas 
Salk began testing final version of anti-polio vaccine, and 
Sen. Joseph McCarthy’s witch hunt for Communists in show 
business and the military ended. US Supreme Court ruled 
against racial segregation in schools (Brown v. Board of 
Education). Massive air raid drill conducted nationwide. 
Films: Bing Crosby’s White Christmas, Humphrey Bogart 
in The Caine Mutiny, Ethel Merman in There’s No Business 
Like Show Business.

In 1955 Pres. Eisenhower endorsed nuclear weapons in  
case of war, and “Duck and Cover” was practiced in schools. 
Military films suggested soldiers should protect against side 
effects of witnessing nuclear tests by wearing sunglasses.  
AFL and CIO merged. Movies: East of Eden with James 
Dean & Julie Harris, and Oklahoma with Gordon Macrae 
and Shirley Jones. DJ Alan Freed coined the term Rock & 
Roll; first #1 rock hit Rock Around The Clock by Bill Haley 
& the Comets. By 1956 many southern school districts were 
defying Brown v. Board of Education ruling; federal funding 
was cut, schools closed. Eisenhower was re-elected, again 
beating Adlai Stevenson. Elvis Presley skyrocketed to fame, 
appeared on Ed Sullivan show. My Fair Lady started 7 yr 
Broadway run. The Ten Commandments with Charlton 
Heston. Early 1956 marked the end of Jack Burnes’ years  
at WEH; new Rec Hall completed/opened.

In 1957 Rock & Roll dominated music charts, with That’ll 
Be The Day by the Crickets (with Buddy Holley), Honeycomb 
by Jimmie Rodgers, You Send Me by Sam Cooke, Party Doll 
by Buddy Knox, All Shook Up and Jailhouse Rock by Elvis. 
Fidel Castro led uprising against Batista in Cuba. Russia 
launched Sputnik; the Space Race began. The Music Man 
opened on Broadway. Leonard Bernstein, from Boston, 
Boston Latin and Harvard, was appointed director of NY 
Philharmonic. He also wrote the music for West Side Story, 
which opened on Broadway in 1957.

The Alumni proceeded to purchase the land surrounding 
the Camp from Allie Evans (in 1948 he was 85 years old) and 
Charles Alley (then 55 years old). Evans was, of course, the 
same man with whom Mitch Freiman had negotiated the 
original arrangements forty years earlier. Now, Evans and 
Alley sold two lots of land to West End House Camp, Inc. 

(the Maine corporation formed in 1939) for the approximate 
sum of $12,000.00. (See Note 7) 

The first parcel described in the deed was said to contain 
about 80 acres on the south side of today’s Road Between the 
Ponds. This area today contains the football/soccer/lacrosse 
fields but is otherwise undeveloped and heavily-treed. To  
the west, this parcel goes all the way to the easternmost part 
of West Pond (called Mudgett Pond in the description).  
(See Note 8) 

The second parcel, said to contain about 40 acres but actually 
closer to 42 acres, is north of the road (that is, between the 
Road Between the Ponds and Long Pond), and holds all of 
the Camp’s buildings and the baseball field. (See Note 9) The 
deed mentions that excepted was “that certain lot or parcel of 
land conveyed by these Grantors [Alley and Evans] to Jacob 
B. Burnes by deed dated July 19, 1938 … ” In other words, 
much of this second parcel had already been sold and deeded 
to Burnes, and by Burnes to the new Maine corporation, in 
1938-1939. Also excepted from the land conveyed (that is, 
not sold to the Camp) was the “Burying Ground situated on 
the second described parcel”. This refers to the cemetery in 
the raised area between the Road Between the Ponds and the 
baseball diamond. 

Arthur Geller, then a sixteen year old West Ender and 
member of the Olympic Club (whose members included 
Larry Gilligan, Jackie Resnick, Marty Leppo, Jimmy 
Jackman, Harvey Fleitman and Frank Mersicano), first 
came to Camp with that group for two weeks in 1948. They 
were bussed from Blossom Street, stopping at the landmark 
Howard Johnson’s restaurant at Portsmouth Circle. He 
remembers the entire cost was $6 “if you had it.” He and 
seven other boys bunked in the Gottlieb bungalow, one of 
the four wooden cabins that had been erected by that time 
(Mendelsohn, Wonderland, Gottlieb, Bancroft). Arthur 
thinks the Auxiliary cabin was also built by then. Together 
with the eight tents that were still in use, the Camp could 
then house close to 100 boys at a time. Geller remembers 
hikes around the lake, to the bear caves and Blueberry 
(Hessian) Hill, and to East Parsonsfield, passing the grave 
of the Lone Ranger at a distance (you could not get too close 
due to the “quicksand”). After 1948, Geller would not return  
to Camp until 1953, as a counselor.

Ten year old David Wyzanski was also first at Camp in 1948. 
David lived on Blossom Court in the West End, behind the 
gas station that was next to the Club. He was a member of 
the Louis Kirstein Club. David also remembers paying $6 for 
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his two weeks, and he remembers the bus ride from Blossom 
Street. He returned for two weeks for each of the following 
five or six summers as well. He fondly recalls Color War song 
nights (in the 50s), playing horseshoes, hikes through the 
woods, lots of singing, counselors Jimmy Meirick and Skip 
Skvirsky, being treated for an injury by Doc Skvirsky, the 
much-respected Jack Burnes, swim meets at the early  
H-dock, boxing matches, great food, and cake-and-milk.  
His memories are all positive. He couldn’t wait to go to 
Camp each summer. He remembers no trouble, no fights, 
nothing ugly at all. David was among the few Jews left in 
the West End by the late 1940s. He recalls being harassed 
as a Jew at the Blackwell School, but says that nothing like 
that ever happened at the House or Camp. One of his good 
friends from the Club, Latin School and Camp was, and  
is, Alan Siegal.

Upon his graduation from Boston Latin School, David 
received the House’s Mitchell Freiman scholarship to 
Harvard University. However, this Latin School and Harvard 
grad insists that “the highlight of my life” came years earlier, 
in 1950 as a 12 year old camper. A Kezar Falls baseball team 
was invited to play a game at the Camp’s new field, next 
to the cook’s house. The local nine came by bus, looking 
formidable in their full uniforms and hats. That day, David 
remembered clearly 57 years later, he pitched three innings 
without giving up a hit, a confidence building performance 
that he unabashedly says had “huge meaning” for him.

Gerry Feld, son of West Ender Max “Holy” Feld (“Holy” 
because his parents required him to attend religious services 
regularly), first attended Camp in 1949, as a ten year old, 
when there were still 6-8 tents along with the four newer 
wooden bungalows, the ballfield still was beyond Kennard’s 
across from the Day house, the Country Club (with a strong 
smell of lime) was still in use, and everyone washed in 
the lake. Gerry attended Camp every summer from 1949 
through 1960 (as a Jr. Counselor in 1955 with Counselor 
Ira Nagel, then as a Counselor starting in 1956), served in 
the Navy from 1960-1965, and then returned to Camp as 
Waterfront Director in 1966 and 1967 while attending law 
school. His long tenure encompassed many changes—in 
people, facilities, programs and leadership. 

One of Gerry’s first memories was being sent by a counselor 
to the Mess Hall to get a “bucket of steam” and bring it to 
the Rec Hall to power the movie projector. He fell for it. He 
also remembers being on the other end of things, when he 
sent his friend Allan Wayne to caretaker George Mouradian 
to fetch some polka-dot paint. He also remembers some 

sleepless nights during his first summer, when camper 
silence was enforced after “lights out”, due to counselor 
stories about Chuck’s Cabin, Wheelchair Mary and  
Hatchet Harry.

Again, from Ueda’s history:

A Building and Fund Raising Committee was formed under 
the leadership of George Kane. The committee developed plans 
for a large recreation building, a dining hall, four double 
bungalows and a new sewage and disposal facility. The cost of 
the improvements was estimated at $80,000. Kane set about to 
coordinate a campaign to finance the ambitious project. During 
summer camp Alumni Week in 1949, he secured pledges from 
devoted members for $25,000. in a single hour. This provided 
the funds necessary to begin the renovations. A year later,  
a rebuilt West End House Camp was ready to open. In July, 
1950, a dignified dedication ceremony in the new recreation  
hall was attended by 800 people, including State Senator  
Sidney R. Batchelder from Maine. Mrs. Louis E. Kirstein, the 
wife of the first President of West End House, Inc., presented  
a check for $25,000. to pay for the new dining hall. Surrounded 
by Alumni, by members, dignitaries, and House officials such 
as Samuel Lappen, Jack Burnes, Ernie Soucy, and “Swede” 
Nelson, George Kane, who had spearheaded the successful 
drive, expressed his gratitude. He lauded the united effort 
of individual Alumni, who had made the new Camp an 
example of group philanthropy. “We shall always be grateful 
and thankful,” acknowledged George Kane, “to those men 
who sacrificed so much of their time, who gave their money 
so willingly and generously to this cause.” He promised, “The 
temporary [memorial] plaque you see today will be replaced 
by permanent bronze plaques. An honor roll on which will be 
inscribed the names of all the hundreds of contributors large 
and small will soon be placed in this building.”

These were not to be the only monuments marking the 
fruitfulness of group endeavor. George Kane explained 
that the various facilities would be named in honor of their 
benefactors. In gratitude for Mrs. Kirstein’s gift and in memory 
of her husband, the dining hall was named Kirstein Hall. For 
the contributions of former Alumni President David Fine, 
the recreation building was named after his deceased son, 
Milton Fine. A bungalow donated by Harry and Myer Marks 
was named in memory of their late partner Maurice Malken. 
A bungalow was also named after the Women’s Auxiliary 
which had donated funds for its construction. Through the 
modernization of the summer camp, the Alumni Association 
attained an unprecedented level of organizational activism. 
“The years of constant and determined effort,” as George Kane 
called the fund-raising period, had directly involved hundreds 
of individuals in the philanthropic deed. The generation of boys, 
who had risen in the world according to Mitch Freiman’s creed 

of self-improvement, proved they had the resources and will to 
expand the work begun by James Storrow. 

The new West End House Camp was subsequently to serve 
as a principal site for fund raising. Each summer, during 
Alumni Week, over a hundred members pledged from $10,000 
to $20,000 to support the West End House. The balance of 
the construction costs was rapidly paid up. And after a storm 
damaged the new recreation hall in 1952, the Alumni built an 
improved, larger structure...A Camp Committee led by Joseph 
Kaplan and Michael Cataldo worked to keep the new facility at 
a high level of quality.

The Camp was no longer a collection of tents, water barrels 
and oil lanterns. It contained spacious wooden bungalows, 
a complete recreation building, a dining hall with a modern 

kitchen, tennis courts, indoor and outdoor basketball courts, 
playing fields, and waterfront facilities for canoes, rowboats 
and scuba diving. Each bungalow enjoyed hot and cold running 
water, showers, and water coolers. The Camp staff, who were 
carefully selected, supervised a wide array of recreational 
programs. A doctor and nurse, on duty for the eight-week Camp 
season, cared for the inevitable bruises and sprains, and more 
serious ailments. On a hill overlooking the West End House 
Camp was placed a plaque dedicated to Jack Burnes. The man 
who personified the ideals of James Storrow’s heirs would 
preside as genius loci [the pervading spirit of a place] over the 
“paradise,” where generations of poor boys had found an escape 
from the city … ”

The much anticipated and long planned dedication of the 
“new” camp took place at 1:00 P.M. on Sunday, July 16, 
1950, just six weeks after the death of Allie Evans. It was an 
elaborate affair, held on what is generally remembered as 
a scorching day, with attendance estimated at 800 people. 
Many photographs were taken; it was reported weeks later  
in the Boston newspapers.

The year 1950 was also the first year of cook Ralph 
Halliburton, a gentleman and great favorite of the boys and 
old-timers for the next 17 years. Among many other reasons 
for the fond memories, Ralph is credited with having started 
one of the best and best-remembered Camp traditions,  
cake-and-milk before “lights out.” Ralph was joined in the 
kitchen for years by Alphonse Marsden, with whom he 
worked during school years at MIT. In 1950, Larry Gilligan 
recalls, they were joined by a man named Rudy who sang a 
beautiful version of “Old Man River.”

July 16, 1950 Dedication Exercises, cover

and Program pages
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Jack Burnes, Charlie and Jimmy Meirick, Joe Kaplan, circa 1950

Part of the large crowd on the Dedication Day. Picture taken from the porch 

of the new Rec Hall looking toward the side of Bunk 4B. The new Rec Hall collapsed 

in the winter of 1952 and was rebuilt in time for the summer of 1956.
The crowd inside the new Rec Hall on July 16, 1950. 

Gerry Feld, wearing white v-neck shirt, is in the first row looking at the camera.

July 16, 1950 Views toward and from the waterfront
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Views of the new Rec Hall, July 16, 1950

Dedication Day 1950, 

Campers in front of Bunks 1A and 1B

Interior of new Rec Hall on day of dedication, 1950
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On the day of the dedication, 21 members of the Womens’ Auxiliary helped 

to organize and serve the buffet luncheon in the new Mess Hall, including the wives of 

Jack Burnes (Anne), Justin Burnes (Jeannette), Mo Levine (Hannah), Al Miller (Rose) and Lucky 

Boorstein (Eva). The men along the back include Ernest Burnce (left), Al Miller, 

Max “Mugsy” Goldman and Lucky Boorstein. Notice that the openings in the wall between 

the dining area and kitchen differed from the present. In 1952, two years 

later, the new Council Ring was dedicated to Burnce.  

Crowds around the new Mess Hall, 

Dedication Day 1950

 Boston Globe article reporting the Dedication Day event
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Ralph Haliburton, Alphonse Marsden and 

third cook (Rudy?), circa 1950. Ralph was our much 

loved head chef from 1950-1967, and is credited 

with starting “cake and milk.”

Boxing at the new Rec Hall, 1951.  

D’Angelo (left) and Vinny LoPresti.

Campers Roger Jackman and Dom Sarcia learning 

boxing from counselor Larry Gilligan

1951

After World War II, and certainly by the mid 1950s,

[t]he Jewish population of Dorchester and Mattapan was 
dwindling; as Boston’s Jews moved up economically, they 
moved out to the suburbs. This movement of Jews accelerated 
rapidly in the postwar period. Jewish institutions followed 
in the wake of their constituencies … Violence, “redlining” 
by local banks, and blockbusting by unscrupulous real estate 
agents hastened the movement of Jews out of Dorchester and 
Mattapan neighborhoods … Boston Jews moved because their 
socioeconomic situation improved—and because the suburbs 
proved so invitingly alluring. The Jews of Boston, page 100.

These were families with children, living in the suburban 
single-family homes to which Americans who could afford them 
flocked after World War II. The Jews of Boston, page 108

By the 1950s, it was common that many of the “two-weekers” 
were resident West Enders, a few Jews but mostly Italian, 
and that most of the other campers were not from the City of 
Boston at all but rather were from the western and southern 
suburbs (i.e. Brookline, Newton, Natick, Framingham, 
Randolph, Milton). They were “out-of-towners” to those from 
the West End. This split between two-week West Enders 
and the suburban (mostly Jewish) others resulted in some 
memorable competitions.

By 1950, Larry Gilligan was in his tenth summer at Camp, 
his first of four as a counselor. As a West Ender and a regular 
at the Club from September through June, he was very well 
known to other West Enders of all ages, as well as to Jack 
Burnes, of course. As a result, for the next four summers Jack 
always placed the West Enders in Larry’s bunk. Many of the 
West Enders were very competitive, athletic and spirited; 
some of them had chips on their shoulders, and some were 
tough kids in other ways. Jack thought Larry could handle 
them, and he did. Sam Pirri says that Larry was harder on 
the West Enders, and Larry doesn’t deny it. Others, like 
Gerry Feld, say Larry wasn’t easy on the out-of-towners 
either. As a very mild example, on the first day at camp one 
summer new camper Joe Russo declared to Larry, “Italian 
men don’t make their beds.” The response: “So get your 
mother up here … Make your bed.” Larry says that his  
bunks usually won inspections and received the resulting  
ice cream rewards.

Larry remembers the day of the 1950 camp dedication a 
bit differently than others. On that very hot day, and with 
a huge crowd, he spent the day escorting Father Sheehy, a 
local priest, around the campus while trying to deal with 
plumbing problems in 4A and 4B, the cabins which were 
designated for that day as Ladies’ Rooms. 

Head Counselor 

Marc “Mike” Rowe (right) 

with (left to right) Marty 

Aronson, Jonas Klein, and 

Stan Appel, probably 1950
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Junior Capruccio, Roger Jackman, Jimmy Saia, Tony LaRosa, 
Tony LoVuolo, Ralph Santosuosso and Dom Sarcia, all of 
whom inhabited the 4s (4A and 4B) and were counseled 
by Larry Gilligan and Abe Geller, inseparable friends with 
very different personalities. Sid returned as a counselor for 
the summers of 1955-1957 and says simply that those were 
the best summers of his life, with a very close knit group of 
counselors, a sentiment echoed by Gerry Feld. “All we did 
was have fun with our best friends, playing ball with the 
kids … ” Sid, as did almost everyone, loved the intensity and 
competitiveness of Color War, which he remembers coaching 
three times (twice successfully, but he was not sure which 
years), and even tried to convince others that Color War 
should be extended well beyond four or five days, even to  
the entire summer.

Larry also remembers clearly that it was new waterfront 
counselor Charlie LaMontagne (recommended by Al 
Houston of the American Red Cross) who, in 1951, built 
upon the Camp’s already existing rivalries and introduced 
the idea of Color War. Larry was one of the coaches of the 
losing side in that historic encounter, though he does not 
remember whether his team was Blue or White.

The Council Ring, which has come to be the central meeting 
spot in the Camp, was completed and dedicated in 1952 to 
the memory of Ernest Burnce, who had been the President of 
the Alumni Association a decade earlier.

In 1953, Arthur (“Abe”) Geller returned to Camp for the first 
time since 1948, as a counselor. He returned also in 1954 
and 1955, and remembers counselors being paid $50 to $75 
each summer. Although it seems hard to fathom, Arthur 
has no memories of Color War. He does remember this 
unsuccessful prank: At the end of the summer of 1953, the 
night before the boys were to go home, he and Jackie Resnick 
and Larry Gilligan awakened the boys in their Mendelsohn 
bunk at 2:00 AM and told them that the bus had arrived and 
they needed to pack quickly and get ready to leave. Amidst 
the frantic and confused packing, Jack Burnes appeared and 
asked what was going on. Resnick and Gilligan were both 

Action at the new 

ballfield, early 1950s

hiding, so Geller tried to concoct a story. Jack did not buy it, 
perhaps because he knew these three West Enders so well. 

Arthur remembers another prank that backfired: One 
summer a counselor staged a fake fight with an older camper 
which was witnessed by many of the campers, then went 
out on a day off. Campers were told the counselor was being 
taken to a hospital. The next day the counselor returned 
from his day off with his arm in a sling. The counselors 
decided to hold a Court session to determine blame, with 
a Judge and Jury selected, and Prosecutor and Defense 
Counsel appointed to plead the case before the entire camp. 
Before long, the entire episode was exposed and it all ended 
in good fun. But there was a problem. The campers’ outgoing 
letters to home (written the night before, and already  
mailed before the “trial”) were filled with descriptions of  
the “fight.” A couple of days later, Jack Burnes received 
dozens of phone calls from worried parents about what  
was going on at Camp. 

1953 was also the year Sid Boorstein returned to Camp,  
as a 16-year-old, and joined the oldest camper group which 
included Mark Kaplan, Gerry Feld, Jimmy Meirick,  
Alan Skvirsky, Stan Goldberg, Mike Engel, Eddie Kaplan, 
Dick Levine and others. Their counselor was Norm Levine. 
While the Camp was now rebuilt, the “new” Rec Hall had 
collapsed during the winter of 1952 and the Camp was 
without an indoor basketball facility. Sid marks the summer 
of 1953 as a key one for him. His bunk formed strong and 
lasting friendships, and they developed splendid rivalries 
amongst and between themselves and West Enders like 

Swimming off the old Old Timers’ dock. That’s Arthur Geller with a cap. Mike Rowe and Bob Glover are atop 

the tower. Jackie Resnick is under it. Norm Snyder is on the diving board. Dom Sarcia is at the far right. 

Bobby Parenti is on left side with fist raised – 1950 was Parenti’s only summer at Camp.
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Both Ralph Santosuosso and Tony LoVuolo attended Camp 
for the first time in 1953. They insisted on coming for the  
last two weeks because they knew from Club friends  
Roger Jackman and Dom Sarcia that Color War occurred 
during that period and was not to be missed. They also knew 
ahead of time that the food would be great and the price 
could not be beat: $7 for two weeks, maybe $30 for out-of-
towners. They remember being bussed from the Club, with  
a stop at the Portsmouth Circle Howard Johnson’s, the 
halfway point. Before reaching Portsmouth, Tony remembers 
he had already lost the $5 his mother had given him by 
playing dice on the bus. Both Ralph and Tony revered 
Jack Burnes as “one of a kind,” always fair. They loved the 
competition of sports and camp life, and especially of Color 
War. They also remember the facts of bunk life where, if 
a boy got a care package from home he had better offer it 
around—or he would lose it anyway. 

Reveille was at 7:00 AM, and everyone had to go down to the 
lake to wash. The flag on the old Old-Timers’ dock would be 
raised, the Star Spangled Banner sung, and then everyone 
returned to the bunks to get ready for great breakfasts, 
which Ralph and Tony remember as juice, milk, hot and cold 
cereals, eggs, rolls, pancakes, etc. For some reason, unlike 
now, the meals were served from the porch end of the tables. 
After breakfast, they returned to the bunks for cleanup, then 
assembled in the Council Ring to hear assignments for the 
morning, either waterfront or a game. Then a mandatory 
general swim, followed by always great lunches and an 
enforced rest period in the bunks (on the beds, writing 
letters, playing cards and games) for about 90 minutes. The 
same pattern was repeated in the afternoon, followed by 
great dinners, an evening activity, cake-and-milk, and lights 
out by 9:00 or 9:30 PM. 

1950s The waterfront, showing original H-dock (replaced by 1961)

1950 Staff (in rear). Mike Rowe, Head Counselor, is at far right. Note that this picture was taken before the 

Council Ring was constructed and dedicated (1952)

Back Row (L to R): Benny, Joe “Pop” Singer, Larry Gilligan, Gerry Cherry, Bobby Parenti, Ken Kurland,  

Bob Glover, Jackie Resnick, unknown, Jonas Klein, Marty Aronson, unknown, Norm Levine, Joe Rosen,  

David, Stan Appel, Art Geller, Don Rosengard.

Front left area: Mark Selig (clapping), Bobby Levy

Front Middle area: Don Cameron, Casper, Paul Segal, Frank Saia, Norm Snyder

Front Right area: Alan “Skip” Skvirsky, Sam Pirri, Dominic Strazulla, Vinnie and Joe Dolci, Joe Paris,  

Harold Leppo, Toby Abend



t h e  c a m p  h i s t o r y ,  b y  d e c a d e84  t h e  c a m p  h i s t o r y ,  b y  d e c a d e 85

“caved in” first is a matter of no minor dispute among the 
strikers. Somehow no one was fired. 

Steve Brown, son of West Ender Manny, first appeared 
at Camp in 1956, and, except for 1967, returned every 
summer through 1968. Steve remembers his memorable 
boxing match with Stu Kawadler, trips to the footbridge 
area of Ogunquit Beach with half the camp on Scotty’s bus, 
Ralph and Alphonse in the kitchen, George Mouradian 
and his sons Van and Eddie, Izzy Kaplan (who could forget 
him?), counselor games against the locals and Big Lyle, and 
winter sports breakfasts at Blossom Street in the 1950s. He 
remembers hunting frogs with a flashlight at night, with 
Sharkey Garsys. He remembers that everyone was given 
a nickname. Mostly he remembers the larger-than-life 
personalities. And, like many others, he wonders how it  
was that so many non-athletically inclined boys loved  
the Camp, too, returning year after year. 

Malcolm Alter’s first summer was 1957, the first of eight in 
a row. His first five years he was a camper, five weeks each 
summer. In 1957, his Senior and Junior Counselors in 4A 
were Skip Skvirsky and Richie Gropman; in 1958, Ralph 

say that there have been many fine players to grace our  
Rec Hall. Nor is it exaggeration to say that our Rec Hall has 
long been one of the best indoor summer camp facilities to 
be found anywhere.

The new infirmary, next to the outdoor volleyball/basketball 
court, was also built in the period 1955-1956.

The summer of 1956 saw what must have been the first 
organized labor incident at Camp. Some counselors, though 
being housed and fed and having what several would later 
call the best times of their lives, believed that their salaries 
should be more than what they were being paid (remembered 
as about $125.00 for the summer). They were convinced by 
Mark Kaplan, later to become a successful labor lawyer, to 
strike during the summer. They sat around the Council Ring, 
doing nothing but angering Camp Committee chieftains  
Joe Kaplan and Mike Cataldo (contemporaries and/or  
long-time friends of the fathers of most of the counselors). 
When confronted by the insistence of Joe, Mike and, 
particularly, Mo Isaacson, that they would run the camp 
without the striking counselors, the strikers quickly 
capitulated. To this day the question of which counselor(s) 

The waterfront from the H-Dock. Note that the Council Ring is in the background, so this must have been at least 1952.

There were no TVs or radios, although some counselors 
brought phonographs and records. After “lights out” the 
entertainment, if any, was mostly scary stories, of course,  
but both Tony and Ralph remember that the boys were 
usually tired and ready for sleep after very full days. They 
both recall occasional friction between some West Enders 
and out-of-towners, but most boys came around and often 
developed lasting friendships. In 1953-55, their three years 
as campers, the collapsed Rec Hall had not yet been replaced. 
Ralph returned as a counselor for the summers of 1957-61; 
Tony was a counselor in 1959 only. Ralph recalls counselor 
nights out every other night, with trips to Old Orchard 
Beach, often with Jimmy Meirick and others.

One thing that the 1950s counselors did not enjoy was 
the annual task of erecting and dismantling the wooden 
H-dock of the time, a lengthy and difficult process. Gerry 
Feld remembers, during several summers in the mid-to-
late 1950s, coming to camp early with Mark Kaplan, Sid 
Boorstein, Eldy Moore and Jimmy Meirick and spending 
long hours preparing the eight-foot H-dock sections with 
linseed oil, and then hooking the sections into concrete 
pieces that had been set on the lake’s floor. A big problem 
was that the concrete pieces had often moved during the 
winter. Ralph Santosuosso also remembered this task as  
a real drag.

Gerry remembers that there were always Old Timers visiting 
during the camp seasons: George Kane, who loved the  

water; Barney Yanofsky, a prankster; Lucky Boorstein and  
Al Miller, joking and playing cards; classy Etch Cohen, 
a good friend of Gerry’s father, Max; happy and vibrant 
Charlie Meirick; Joe Kaplan and Mike Cataldo; Mo Isaacson; 
and many others. 

With Jack Burnes’ retirement, Wally Rubin was named 
Executive Director (of the Club and Camp) in 1956, and 
returned for 1957 as well. Rubin, a fine man and very well 
liked by many, was in the difficult position of succeeding  
the venerable and revered Jack Burnes, the man who had 
been at the Club and the Camp from the beginning and who 
had been the hand-picked successor to Mitchell Freiman. 
Rubin carried on very ably. 

The rebuilt Rec Hall was ready for the summer of 1956, and 
it was a terrific addition. Since 1956 the Rec Hall has served 
well for movies, skits, bombardment and other indoor games 
of all kinds, rainy day activities, Song Nights, and many, 
many other things. Mostly, though, the Rec Hall has been 
where basketball is played and watched, from just shooting 
around during free play, to clinics, to league games, to Color 
War games, to intra-camp practices and games for campers 
and CITs, to counselor games after camper “lights out,” to 
the most exciting of all—counselor games against other 
camps’ counselor teams. With the entire corps of WEH 
campers and counselors close to the court and yelling in 
support, these counselor games have always been thrilling to 
experience, as a player or spectator. It is no exaggeration to 

1956

Old Timers Week

Mess Hall
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Another 1960 waterfront scene 

with Joe Kaplan in foreground. 

The light tower remains today. 

The spotlight was used for 

evening swims.

1960 At the waterfront during a general swim, 

with “buddies” holding on to each other. 

Joe Kaplan and Irving Guberman are standing 

under the f lag. Note the narrower H-dock 

and old Old-Timers dock still in place.

1950s View of Old Timers’ Dock action.

The exterior of the rebuilt Rec Hall, as seen in the summer of 2007

August, 1956 Recently retired Jack Burnes speaking on stage in the  

rebuilt Rec Hall, with Ben Gargill and George Kane (right).
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1957 Tip-off of Counselor basketball game versus Camp Cody in the one-year old Rec Hall. Eldy Moore is the 

center, Gerry Feld (rear) and Ralph Santosuosso are the forwards, and Joe Russo (rear) and Frankie Mann 

are the guards. Photo believed to have been taken by Executive Director Wally Rubin. WEHC won the game.

Swim instruction in 1957. 

(L to R) Steve Byer, Mark Ganek, 

Geof Brunell, Malcolm Alter, swim instructor 

Lorie Leiberman. Note the large trees and roots 

still at the water’s edge. Photo taken 

by Executive Director Wally Rubin

Paul returned for OTW in 1983 and has been a regular 
ever since. Fifty years later Paul and Henry can always be 
visited during Old Timers’ Week, luxuriating in the late 
afternoon before dinner, twenty feet from the water’s edge, 
refreshments in hand. Paul has also served actively for 
many years on the Board of the Camp Corporation. His 
sons, Mark, Michael and Rob, all followed as campers and 
counselors in the 1980s and 1990s. Among his memories, 
Paul is quite sure that the soccer field was first cleared for  
use for the summer of 1960.

Henry returned to Camp each summer through 1963, and 
has also been a regular at OTW since then. Henry has all 
good memories of Camp. He loved the competition and the 
camaraderie, the people and the place. His most outstanding 
memory as a camper, recalled even as a defining moment in 
his life, is that he was nudged into a boxing match with West 
Ender Sal DeMare, was very nervous about it, but overcome 
his doubts and prevailed. He remembers being lucky, that  
his opponent walked into a punch. Maybe so. 

Henry is a very special case, even among many others who 
have been loyal contributors to the Camp. He has long 
provided far more than his share of support and time to 
both the Camp and the Club, to ensure their health and 
prosperity. He has served as President of both organizations; 
he has been a tireless worker and source of advice; and he 
has been a fabulous fundraiser. Whether or not he was lucky 
against Sal DeMare, the Camp has been lucky that Henry has 
been on the Camp’s side ever since. Decades later, Henry’s 
sons Adam (“Ooba”) and Danny (“Dooba”) would become 
long-time campers, counselors and Program Directors,  
and make their own indelibly positive marks on the  
Camp’s history.

Santosuosso and Arnie Zaff, again in 4A; in 1959, in 1A, 
Ralph (again) and Arthur Lappen; in 1960, Steve Hyman 
in Mendelsohn and Dan Leavitt in 1B; in 1961, in Gottlieb, 
Bernie Kaufman and Richie Samaria. Malcolm returned as  
a CIT in 1962, in 5B with Al Garsys and Danny Letick. He 
was a Junior Counselor in 1963 and 1964, both years in 5B 
with Charlie Hennekens. Malcolm has returned for Old 
Timers’ Week every summer since 1965, for many years 
driving up with Wolfie Kogas who kept him laughing all 
the way. Malcolm is the son of West Ender Benjamin Alter, 
known as “Boozie” (with the “oo” sounding like the “u” in 
put), who was born in 1906 and probably attended camp  
for the first time in 1919. 

Malcolm fondly remembers the hikes to the “village” of East 
Parsonsfield, passing the grave of the Lone Ranger, boxing 
matches, swimming lessons, and learning to get along 
with others. Some of his other memories are unique. His 
first counselor, Skip Skvirsky, liked to play records during 
rest period—albums of Frank Sinatra, My Fair Lady, and 
Carmen, wonderful music by any measure. He remembers 
Nurse Brewer who gave him an aspirin for every ailment. 
Breaking his glasses one time, he went to the infirmary 
expecting to receive yet another aspirin; to his relief she gave 
Malcolm some tape to mend the frame. He remembers, and 
this clearly still smarts nearly 50 years later, losing a Color 
War spelling bee in 1960 when he misspelled “sherbet” by 
adding an “r” before the “t”. 

Malcolm was not an athlete; the sports meant little to him. 
So most interesting was his response to Steve Brown’s 
question, “Why do you think you liked this Camp, known as 
a sports camp, when you were not much of an athlete?” He 
laughed and said he loved the personalities, the laughs, the 
camaraderie, all the many things that had nothing to do  
with sports. His counselors, especially Skip Skvirsky and 
Ralph Santosuosso, always took an interest in him and 
kept things lighthearted. His lack of athletic ability did not 
matter. He was able to convince Joe Kaplan to let him return 
as a CIT in 1962 by suggesting that he conduct Friday night 
religious services. 

In 1957 the family of nine-year-old Paul Gordon moved 
from Dorchester to Newton. Within a week Paul answered 
a knock at his new front door to find two neighborhood 
boys. One said “My name is Henry Barr. This is my brother, 
Michael, and my father made us come over to introduce 
ourselves.” Henry and Michael’s father was West Ender 
Sidney Barr. Henry first went to Camp in the summer of 
1957, and Paul arrived for the summers of 1959 and 1960. 

Malcom Alter  

in the summer of 2007, 

waiting for his  

next lesson.
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The Historical Context

In 1958 the Cold War heated up as tensions rose in 

East/West Germany and Cuba, and anti-American 

Nikita Khrushchev became USSR premier. The Beat 

movement began, fueled by literature of Jack Kerouac, 

progressive jazz and espresso. Bill Margolin first 

attended Camp. In 1959 Alaska and Hawaii became 

49th and 50th states, respectively. “Ben Hur”, with 

Charlton Heston, was top movie. “Gunsmoke” was  

tops on TV; “Bonanza” debuted. 

Then came the tumultuous 1960s, described by 

many as both the best and worst of times, marked 

by continuing and sometimes frightening Cold War 

tensions, the escalating war in southeast Asia, civil rights 

riots and advances at home, the space race, the rising 

drug culture, British music and home-grown rock and 

soul, the post WWII baby-boomer generation reaching 

college age, and the assassination of the charismatic 

president JFK. In 1960 the Soviets shot down a U.S. U-2 

spy plane and captured pilot Gary Powers. After first TV 

debates John F. Kennedy narrowly defeated VP Nixon in 

Presidential election. Pittsburgh Pirates beat the Yankees 

in World Series when Bill Mazeroski hit walk-off HR in 

7th game. In inaugural speech JFK called on Americans 

to “ask not what your country can do for you, ask what 

you can do for your country.” Kennedy established the 

Peace Corps, committed to put a man on the Moon and 

Allie Coles; Kennards;  

razing of the West End;  

tumultuous times
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bring him back before the end of the decade, authorized 

the Bay Of Pigs invasion of Cuba in disastrous and 

unsuccessful attempt to overthrow Castro, and urged 

Americans to build fallout shelters during intensifying 

Cold War. Soviet Yuri Gagarin became the first man to 

reach space; later in the year, the U.S. launched Alan 

Shepard, Jr. and Gus Grissom into space in separate 

missions. Kennedy sent U.S. Marshals into Alabama due 

to violent clashes over integration. In 1962 JFK rejected 

USSR proposal to withdraw offensive weapons from 

Cuba if America did the same in Turkey. The US Navy 

was ordered to sink any ships en route to Cuba with 

weaponry, sparking the Cuban Missile Crisis, which 

resolved in 13 October days while the world trembled at 

the prospect of nuclear war. John Glenn became the first 

American to orbit Earth. “The Beverly Hillbillies” debuted 

on TV. Chubby Checker introduced America to The Twist. 

In 1963 a hotline was established between Washington, 

D.C. and Moscow for dealing with hot issues like the 

Cuban Crisis. A quarter-million people joined the civil 

rights March on Washington, at which Rev. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. delivered his legendary “I Have A 

Dream” speech. The U.S. Post Office implemented the 

Zip Code. JFK was assassinated during a motorcade 

procession in Dallas on November 22nd. VP Lyndon B. 

Johnson was sworn in as Chief Executive. Two days 

later, a Sunday, alleged assassin Lee Harvey Oswald, 

being escorted by police to the county jail, was shot 

and killed by Jack Ruby in the basement of the Dallas 

Municipal Building, as the country watched in horror on 

live television. The British music invasion began in early 

1964 with the Beatles’ “I Want To Hold Your Hand” 

and their debut on The Ed Sullivan Show. Their album, 

“Meet The Beatles”, became America’s best-selling LP 

of all time within a week of its release. Also in 1964 

the “long, hot summer” of civil unrest resulted in major 

riots in Harlem, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Jacksonville. 

President Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 

and Dr. King received the Nobel Peace Prize. Khrushchev 

was removed from the Communist Party and replaced 

by Leonid Brezhnev. Aleksei Kosygin was appointed 

new Premier. An unmanned U.S. spacecraft captured 

the first detailed pictures of the crater-ridden lunar 

surface. With Great Society theme, Johnson was elected 

to his first full term in a landslide vote over Republican 

Barry Goldwater, whose unsuccessful campaign was, for 

some, the beginning of a new conservatism. The Warren 

Commission determined that Lee Harvey Oswald was 

the lone Kennedy assassin and there was no conspiracy. 

Dick Van Dyke and Mary Tyler Moore received Emmys 

for best actor and actress and their “Dick Van Dyke 

Show” was named best comedy series. McDonald’s 

Restaurants expanded eastward and became a national 

chain. “Hello, Dolly!” was Broadway’s biggest hit. 

In 1965, LBJ committed US to policy of “affirmative 

action” to fight discrimination; critics called it “reverse 

discrimination.” America accomplished the first space 

walk. 16-year-old figure skater Peggy Fleming charmed 

the world with her victory at the Winter Olympics in 

Lake Placid, NY. Black Nationalist founder Malcolm X, 

who had been moving towards a stance of cooperation 

with whites, was assassinated by rival Black Muslims. 

Race riots in the Watts section of Los Angeles left 

35 dead and caused $190,000,000 in damages. Rev. 

King led a five-day civil rights march from Selma to 

Montgomery, Alabama. LBJ authorized the first bombing 

raids in the Viet Nam War and began increasing troop 

levels dramatically. Due to increasing anti-War protests, 

the federal government made it a crime to burn draft 

cards. The northeastern states and eastern Canada 

were darkened by a 16-hour blackout, which was later 

blamed on a squirrel short-circuiting a power transformer 

in upstate New York. Construction was completed on St. 

Louis’ Gateway Arch, the elevator portion of which was 

designed by a longtime resident of Hessian Hill. English 

pop and Detroit’s Motown sound dominated the music 

charts. The Boston Celtics, led by Bill Russell, won 7th 

straight NBA title. In 1966, the Supreme Court’s Miranda 

decision declared that arresting officers must inform 

suspects of their rights. TV show “Mission: Impossible” 

premiered during the summer and won the Emmy for 

best drama series.. For the first time since 1912, the 

New York Yankees finished last in the American League. 

Hit songs included “Sunshine Superman” by Donovan, 

“Sounds Of Silence” by Simon & Garfunkel, “We Can 

Work It Out” by the Beatles.

In 1967 Astronauts Gus Grissom, Ed White and Roger 

Chafee died in a fire while testing an Apollo space 

craft. Soviet Cosmonaut Vladimir Komarov died when 

his capsule crashed to earth after re-entry. 350,000 

anti-war demonstrators marched on the U.N. building 

in NYC. The Pentagon’s antiballistic missile symbol 

was transformed by anti-war demonstrators into the 

“peace symbol.” The V-For-Victory hand sign became 

the “peace sign.” 50,000 peace demonstrators 

stormed the Pentagon. America’s young people were 

forming a counterculture based on peace, drug use and 

psychedelic music. “Sgt. Pepper” by the Beatles signaled 

the start of the “psychedelic era.” Thurgood Marshall 

became the first black Supreme Court Justice. Super 

Bowl I was covered by both NBC and CBS. “Rowan & 

Martin’s Laugh-In” premiered. The first world-wide live 

TV broadcast, using communications satellites, was 

carried by America’s National Educational Television, the 

forerunner of PBS. The Beatles closed the broadcast by 

premiering “All You Need Is Love.” The Boston Red Sox 

“Impossible Dream” team (Manager Dick Williams, Yaz, 

Tony C., Rico, Reggie, Scottie, Joe Foy, Jose Tartabull, Mike 

Andrews, Jerry Adair, Elston Howard, Lonnie, etc.) lost 

World Series in seven games to Bob Gibson and the St. 

Louis Cardinals.

Allie Coles returned as Executive Director (Club 

and Camp) for the summer of 1958. Born May 31, 

1895, Allie joined the Club in 1907. He was a camper 

in the summers of 1909, 1910, 1911 and 1912. He 

graduated from English High School and served in 

the Navy in World War I. He was President of the 

Alumni Association 1936-38. Allie married West 

Ender Rae (Rachel) Leshevsky and had two sons who 

also attended Camp, Morris (“Sonny”) in 1934-5 

and Harris in 1945. Allie had a fine singing voice and 

served as toastmaster at annual dinners. He was a 

successful clothing salesman for 30 years. At age 62 in 

1957, Allie and Rae moved to Florida but did not like 

it and returned to Boston after only three months. 

He soon thereafter took over the job of Executive 

Director of the House and Camp. He sadly witnessed 

the razing of the West End and the sale of the 

Blossom Street building to Massachusetts General 
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Hospital. He manned the office on Brighton Avenue 

in Allston as the new House was being planned and 

built on Allston Street. He remained the Executive 

Director of the Camp through 1972 until his death 

on January 11, 1973. Jack Burnes called Allie “God’s 

gift to the West End House.”

Joel Goober (Harold’s son) was a camper in the 

summers of 1958-1962, a CIT in 1963-64 and a Junior 

Counselor in 1965. Joel was among an early group 

of campers from the Town of Sharon that included 

Barry Ratner, Joel Berkowitz, Mark Kellner and Joel 

Kessler. Joel insists that he did not want to go to 

Camp, that he had no interest in doing so, but was 

pushed into it by his father. He also remembers that 

he hated the waterfront because he got cold easily, 

did not enjoy lessons, and because there were no 

boats when he first arrived. He recalls a Capture-

the-Flag game, with counselors playing, when he 

tackled Sharkey Garsys, who “was not pleased.”  

He also remembers very competitive baseball games 

against a Cornish team, with a very large Lyle Watson 

leading the opponents. He recalls favorite counselors 

Charlie Hennekens (“charismatic, terrific athlete, 

smart, good-looking, had a Corvette”), his brother 

Tommy (“Stoney,” who shared Charlie’s good looks, 

athletic talent and flamboyance), and Waterfront 

Director Paul Renfrew, who was lots of fun, a  

real character.

The tragic accidental death in 1959 of Jimmy Meirick 

(in an auto accident, driving home from Dartmouth 

College), son of Charlie, was a very hard blow to 

the entire West End House community. He and his 

entire family were very well known and liked. Jimmy 

was described by all those who knew him as a “star,” 

simply a great kid.

In the name of urban renewal, between 1958 and 

1965 Boston’s West End and Scollay Square were 

razed, eventually to be replaced by Government 

Center and Charles River Park. The constituency of 

resident boys in need of the services of the Club  

and Camp effectively disappeared. 

Bobby Gordon was the one who nudged Henry 

Barr into that boxing match with Sal DeMare. Bobby 

first came to camp in 1959, with his friend Don 

Marcus. His parents were both West Enders. His 

father, George, was a longtime Club member (and 

camper), and his mother, Lottie, was Jack Burnes’ 

secretary at the Club. His uncle, Joe Kaplan, was 

also a longtime Club member and by 1959 was the 

head of the Camp Committee that oversaw the 

operations of the Camp. Bobby attended other 

camps as a boy, including seven memorable summers 

at Camp Indian Head on Cape Cod, together with 

his brothers. Bobby came to Long Pond as a first 

year counselor (in bunk 2A), enjoyed it and returned 

yearly through 1965, then returned as Program 

Director for the years 1968-70. Bobby remembers 

many boxing matches (Steve Brown v. Stu Kawadler 

was particularly memorable), bringing college friend 

Charlie Hennekens to the Camp as a counselor, and 

the relationships he formed with people like Tony 

LoVuolo, Ralph Santosuosso and Izzy Kaplan that 

were maintained during the year with Friday night 

basketball games at the Club, followed by a visit  

to Rosy’s. 

He remembers being the winning Blue team Color 

War Head Coach in 1961, but he does not remember 

it the way we might expect. On the last scheduled 

morning of Color War, Bobby protested (to his  

good friend Charlie Hennekens, the “boss” or “head 

plaid” of that year’s Color War) when the White 

Juniors won a close Omelette softball game after 

a disputed bunt by young and speedy first year 

camper, Skippy Stearns. Charlie upheld the protest, 

so while White was the winner after Song Night, 

the Omelette game had to be replayed the next 

morning because the point spread was not enough 

to foreclose the possibility of a different result. 

Blue prevailed in the replayed game and in the final 

points total, reversing the results after Song Night. 

Bobby says that he strongly regrets the protest to 

this day. He regrets putting Charlie in that position, 

and he regrets the hard feelings that were caused. 

“[The infraction] wasn’t that significant, a matter 

of interpretation … If I could take it back, I would 

… it was the wrong thing to do.” That was almost 

47 years ago, but clearly it was an important and 

memorable lesson for a twenty year old.

Bobby brought some innovations to the Camp, 

mostly the result of his experiences at Camp Indian 

Head: Leagues, Watermelon Softball, Gold Rush, and 
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Inscription from 

a copy of his book, 

by Jack Burnes to 

Allie Coles

Allie Coles in 

the Mess Hall, 

circa 1960 

(courtesy of his 

son Harris Coles)
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Carnival. He was also intimately involved in arranging 

for Stony Hennekens (Charlie’s brother) to be a 

Human Cannonball, and for Rondo jumping off the 

Rec Hall roof onto “a bed of nails.” (Ask Bobby for 

the details!)

Fred London’s (Lem’s son) first summer was also 

1959. He was a camper again 1960-1963, then 

returned as a CIT and Junior Counselor 1964-66. 

Fred’s cousins Gary, Mark and Jay all followed him 

to Camp for multiple summers. Fred recalls Steve 

Brown showing him how to shoot a layup in 1959, 

and Izzy Kaplan yelling at him for missing a layup in 

a Color War basketball game. He remembers Neal 

Andelman and Paul Levy cutting a trail across the 

road, and erecting a footbridge to a camping area. 

From the 1960 SPIRIT, written by Neal:

One of the most popular projects this year was Pioneering. 
The entire camp had a hand in blazing the trail, clearing 
the site, and cleaning the trail. The outstanding part of 
the trail (in all modesty) is the Levy-Andelman Bridge. This 
bridge is made entirely out of the natural products of the 
forest and is an engineering masterpiece. (If the bridge  
falls down this winter, it is the Paul Levy Bridge.)

Fred thinks the “Levy-Andelman Trail” was kept  

up for a while but he has not been able to locate  

the remnants. 

Fred was introduced to Blues music by our  

long-time cook Ralph Halliburton, who claimed to  

be a good friend of the legendary Muddy Waters. 

Fred laughed at the memory of the big buildup  

given to the unfinished basketball game featuring  

the “C Men” (including Ted Haglund, Al Garsys  

Charlie Hennekens and others) against the “J Men” 

(with Rick Weitzman, who later played for the 

Celtics, as well as Richie Rosenthal, Bobby Gordon 

and others), a close game until stopped by Allie 

Coles. Fred laughed again at his most vivid “highlight” 

memory, his losing 1963 Color War boxing match 

against Steve Rubin, a terrific athlete. According to 

Fred, neither he nor Steve knew how to box, but  

it was a great and close match.

Gerry Feld marks 1960 as the first year that the CIT 

(Counselor-In-Training) program officially began. The 

first official CITs were Frank Marinella, Dave Gordon,

Bill Margolin, Barry Bennett, Mel Goldberg, Steve 

Goldman, Barry Schlosberg and David Bloom.

The summer of 1960 was also the last summer that 

there were separate Gottlieb, Mendelsohn and 

Bancroft cabins. Al Garsys was the counselor in  

the last old Gottlieb, and his campers included two-

weekers Bob Doucette, Ron Cancellieri, Joe Purpura, 

Ralph Ferrara, Vinny Migliore, Tony Alessi, Reggie 

Bird, Anthony Tringale, Billy Vickari, and five-weekers 

Richie Summers, Jeff Gilmore, Jerry Sheib, Lenny 

Rotman, Marc Blackman, Bob Borr, Fabin Glazer and 

Kap Crystal. The last Mendelsohn group included 

two-weekers William Defrenzo, John Maguire, 

Richard Langone, Leo Gregory, Kevin Higgins, Gasper 

Tringale, Joe Bova, and James Travato, as well as 

five-weekers Bobby Becher, Larry Taylor, Lewis Spatz, 

Richie Goldberg, Harvey Swartz, Bob Locatelli, and 

Barry Bluestein. Their counselor was Sam Bellistri. 

The final Bancroft cabin was led by counselor Izzy 

Kaplan and included two-weekers Ronnie Goldman, 

Richard Connor, Michael Connor, Ken Caron, Frank 

Puopolo, Fred Fazio, Richard Fazio and Andy Alessi. 

The five-weekers included Marc Bornstein, Howard 

Cutler, J. Miller, Steve Brown, Richard Diamond, Mal 

Fesselman, and Chuck Hamburg.

West Ender Reggie Bird first came to camp as  

a two-weeker in 1960. Only West Enders were  

two-weekers at that time. He remembers Allie Coles 

leading the 7 AM wakeup call at the waterfront,  

with everyone washing. He remembers in 1960  

that the first H-dock was still in place, that Gottlieb 

had no bathroom, that the Rec Hall seemed quite 

new, and that Ruby and George still had their store 

at Kennard’s and rented a few campsites. He does 

not remember that there was a soccer/football field 

in 1960. He remembers competition between West 

Enders and out-of-towners, but no bad feelings. The 

first year Reggie came to Camp for four weeks was 

in 1964, and he returned as a CIT for the full (then 

seven week long) summer of 1965. He returned 

again and again as a counselor, every summer through 

1972. Reggie was among the last West Enders to 

come to camp. He grew up playing basketball at the 

House on Blossom Street, and he remembers that 

there were no more than about 15 boys who
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regularly played ball there during the last 2 or 3 years 

before the Club closed in 1967. 

Reggie was one of the finest athletes his 

contemporaries would ever know. His chosen 

sport was basketball, where he excelled at Boston 

English High School and Princeton University before 

being drafted by both professional leagues (NBA 

and ABA). But he could play anything. On the few 

occasions when he and Steve Rubin (also a super 

player and very well liked and respected) played 

together on intercamp teams in the mid-to-late 

1960s, it seemed almost unfair. Beyond sports Reggie 

was a leader, smart and funny, liked and respected  

by all of his charges and co-counselors.

Neal Andelman, Editor of the 1961 Spirit (the 

Camp’s yearbook), described in that publication the 

important facility changes and additions made in time 

for that summer season:

As the years come and go in the history of the West End 
House Camp, changes are made through the camp’s 
expansion program. This year, campers and staff alike 

enjoyed a fine new ballfield which greatly enhanced the 
camp’s athletic program. To everyone’s enjoyment, the 
waterfront was beautified and improved, thus enabling a 
wider variety of waterfront activities.

Two cabins, 5A and 5B, were constructed, to the delight of 
the staff and campers living in them, and to the envy of the 
rest of the camp. These bunks reflect the latest in modern 
camping. Along the same line, the Gottlieb and Bancroft 
bungalows were joined so as to provide the boys in the back 
bunks the newest in modern facilities.

The entire camp wishes to express its heartiest thanks 
to the members of the West End House Alumni who so 
generously donated funds to make these and other dreams 
come true.

The “beautified and improved” description seems 

an understatement. The improvements to the 

waterfront included the replacement of the earlier 

(1950s era) wood-framed removable H-dock with 

a more substantial and permanent one, a new and 

more substantial and permanent “Old Timer’s dock”, 

and a permanent boating dock, all of which still serve 

well almost 50 years later.

Bunk 4A cookout in 1963, with counselor Paul Renfrew feeding, among others, David 

Korn (far left), Michael Gordon, Chuckie Holtzman, Richie Goldberg (CIT), Steve Dushan 

(in checkered shirt), Harris Geffen and Michael Berger. Renfrew was filling in that night for 

the bunk’s counselors, Dave Gordon (SC) and Henry Barr (JC), who were both on days off. 

Snapping the picture was Steve’s father, Dr. Dushan. Other members of the bunk that night 

were Alan Rudnick, Skippy Stearns, Joel Saperstein, Bobby Katzen, Stuart Hamel, Johnny 

Parker, and Aldo John Henry Ghisalbert III. According to Mike Berger, this cookout took place 

across the road from the Camp entrance, maybe along the “Levy-Andelman Trail”.
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Everyone remembers the personalities. Of course 

seemingly overnight, by becoming counselors, those 

who were once campers became the personalities 

and role models that the next generation of campers 

looked up to. It has always been that way, and  

always will.

The first canoes arrived in the early sixties. For  

the summer of 1965 four new aluminum canoes  

were added. Also, sailboats first appeared at Camp 

for the summer of 1965. More were added for the 

summers of 1967 and 1968, so that by 1968, for the 

first time, a full-fledged instructional sailing program 

could be undertaken.

There were also a series of additions to the Camp 

lands. The Camp added about 13 acres abutting 

“Noah’s Pond” to the east and north (Parcels 20 

and 26), respectively, when these parcels were given 

to the Camp in September, 1962 by Bernard D. 

Grossman of Newton, Massachusetts. (See Note 10) 

The next addition to the Camp’s lands – and a most 

important one—took place in December, 1964 when 

about nine acres at the easternmost end of the Pond 

was purchased for $25,000 from George O. Haley 

and Ruby A. Kimball, “both being unmarried.” This 

acreage is described as running 578 feet along the 

road and from the road (in this deed called “the  

road leading from the Elliott Schoolhouse, between 

West Pond and Long Pond, to the residence of  

the Grantors”) “[n]ortherly by said Long Pond a 

distance of one thousand four hundred sixty-five 

(1,465) feet, more or less, to an iron pipe set at land 

of Russell R. and Roger W. Day” beyond the far end 

of the beach area. (See Note 11)

This area, known by generations of campers as 

“Kennard’s”, (often incorrectly spelled “Canard’s”, 

“Cunnard’s” , “Cunard’s” or some other variant), 

is a beautiful, natural and safe swimming area with 

a white sandy bottom, almost rock-free and gently 

sloping out for perhaps a hundred yards or more 

before reaching a depth of as much as six feet. The 

abutting land which was the subject of the purchase 

(Town Parcel 27) is a grove with a small beach area 

no more than 50 feet long and perhaps 10 feet wide. 

Many local townspeople still use this land and beach, 

with the Camp’s permission, as a swimming hole.  

On hot summer weekends, dozens of cars line the 

Road Between the Ponds as folks seek relief at this 

favorite spot. The northernmost end of this parcel  

is where the Camp has a campsite for overnight 

sleep-outs. North of this land is a large parcel of 

land, with extensive undeveloped frontage on the 

A motor boat was introduced at Camp for the 

summer of 1961, when Doc Charlie and Emma 

Schlosberg loaned their boat so that campers could 

try waterskiing for the first time. The program was 

directed by their son, counselor Barry Schlosberg.  

It was a great success and led to the camp’s purchase 

of its first motorboat, a Boston Whaler, for the 

summer of 1962.

Keith Sherman’s first of twelve consecutive summers 

at Camp was 1961. He was ten years old and a  

5-weeker in that very first Bunk 5A group, along with 

Joel Black, Stan Steinberg, Dave Levensen, Jay Seltzer, 

Jeff Thaw, Stuart Augenstern, Steve Tuch, Michael 

Krantz, Mitchel Gropper, Stuart Michelson, Ronnie 

Fuccillo, Stuart Zane, Warren Rosenfield, Freddy 

Shopnick, Adam Kowal, Bobby Garfield and Barry 

Ratner. Their counselors were Charlie Ayvazian (SC),  

Al Tebbetts (JC) and Paul Lipof (CIT). Next door 

in the first Bunk 5B were senior counselor Bucky 

Caron and a Junior Counselor named Billy (Snoopy) 

Margolin, with campers including Joel Saperstein, 

Johnny Parker, Alan Shapiro, Alan Rudnick, Steve 

Dushan, Skippy Stearns, Terry Cubel, Ben Shifman, 

Michael Gordon and David Korn. Also in that cabin 

was the boy whose name has been chosen unofficially 

as a finalist for “most memorable” from the Camp’s 

first 100 years: Aldo John Henry Ghisalbert III. 

On June 9, 2007 Keith met with Bill, Marty, Steve 

Brown, Mike Berger (1962-1966) and Peter Kaplan 

(1965-1972) to reminisce. The following torrent of 

memories poured out about the events, places and 

memorable Camp people in the 1960s (mostly). For 

anyone who was at Camp in that decade, hopefully 

these short (and mostly disconnected) references will 

be more than enough to elicit the same memories 

which, as Kappy said, “never leave you”:

Charlie’s Corvette … Boxing matches … Rip, Rip, 

Rip for Scotty and his bus, taking us to games and 

to Ogunquit … Counselor basketball games against 

locals, against Robin Hood, against each other … 

basketball players Charlie & Tommy Hennekens,  

Rick Weitzman, Lenny Tolin, Al and Sharkey Garsys, 

Ted Haglund, Gerry Feld, Bob Aisner, Bobby 

Gordon, Andy Alessi, Reggie Bird, Steve Rubin, Joel 

Saperstein, Mike Finn, Dave Bikofsky, others … 

Ralph and Alphonse in the kitchen … Izzy Kaplan 

… Blueberry Hill … Kit Wise … Cake and Milk 

… George Mouradian (and Van and Eddie), his 

smile and his memorable high-pitched laugh … 

our legally-blind Spirit editor and resident Robin 

Hood Dana Jackson … Tuna fish and french fries for 

Friday dinner … Color War, always Color War … 

everyone to Kennard’s on a hot day … Dennis Evans 

… nicknames for everybody … surviving SLS course 

given by Gerry Feld, back from Navy UDT service … 

Joel Goober hunting for snakes, with bow and arrow 

… group to Church on Sundays with Allie, Reggie, 

Mark OD … Malcolm Alter’s Friday night services … 

Wynner … Allie hated weightlifting, long hair, wise 

guys; amazed that Kappy got into Harvard … Carl 

“the Star” Anderson … Winter sports breakfasts, 

1950s at Blossom Street, then Sidney Hills CC … 

Mitchell Asch rudely introduced to Mr. Bird at home 

plate at end of Watermelon game … Swede Nelson, 

and his grandson, Doug Hill … “Keep the ball in 

flight”—Irving Guberman … Luke … Luca … Jimmy 

Gordon … Tuffy … Brownie hunting frogs at night, 

with flashlight … Rich Godfrey…Keith losing a Color  

War boxing match, as replacement for camper 

with new braces (who will remain unnamed) … 

undersized Kappy way too quick for any lineman  

to handle in Color War football game … J-Men v.  

C-Men … Lou Fuccillo … Coach Norm Ullum … 

Mark Fanger … sneaking down to Kennard’s candy 

store … Watermelon games on Sunday night … 

Saturday night movies … Andy Alessi … Tony Alessi 

… Scott Richards … Alan Shapiro leading Gottlieb 

strike against mandatory swims, then fence building 

… Robin Hood sign mysteriously appeared in the 

Mess Hall one AM, followed by State Police … 

“Gondolian …” … as the decade closed, all together 

in the Mess Hall watching 1969 moon landing on  

TV, wondering out loud if it was just Hollywood 

special effects … 

Kappy: “No excuses … do the best you can … one 

of the three best things that ever happened to me 

was going to WEHC … teaches you what it is to be 

you, what’s right and wrong and what’s good.”

Keith: Along with Boston Latin School, “one of  

the two most formative things in my life … being 

tested … ”
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1963 Senior and Junior Counselors, Front Row (L to R): Brian Donnelly, Arthur MacDonnell, Bob Aisner, Davey Gordon, 

Henry Barr, Dickie Foster, Danny Lief, Steve Brown, Malcolm Alter, Lou Fuccillo (Director)

Back Row: Arun Banerji, Charlie Hennekens, Bobby Gordon, Dom Gentile, Lenny Tolin, Billy Margolin, Paul Renfrew,  

Stoney Hennekens, Buddy O’Neil (Missing: Andy Alessi, Eliot Entner, Lee Fuller)

The 1963 CITs (not in the picture) were Jeff Gordon, Mark Kellner, Ricky Goldstein, Frank Jackman, Gerry Holtzman,  

Rich Wynn, Joel Goober, Mike Barr, Peter Gordon, Larry Leeder, Joel Kessler and Richie Goldberg
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northerly side of the Pond, owned by the Day family, 

long-time friends of West End House Camp all 

the way back to the early days of Jack Burnes, who 

described farmer Bert Day’s occasional complicity  

in camper shenanigans. As mentioned earlier, the 

Camp used Bert Day’s field as a ballfield from  

1908 to 1949.

Many people have long believed that the sellers of 

this beach area were George and Ruby Kennard, 

but that is not correct. The “Abstract Of Property” 

prepared for the Camp by Bud Runyon, dated 

November 25, 1964, helps to piece together the 

story. Ruby was a Kennard, the daughter and only 

child of John A. (1860-1922) and Bertha S. Kennard 

(18__-1937), and the granddaughter of Noah W. 

(18__-1881) (who bought the property in 1841) and 

his wife Betsy (18__ -1892). Ruby’s father (the fifth 

of Noah and Betsy’s six children) was the “Dr. J. A. 

Kennard” mentioned in the leases to the West End 

House, Inc. and the 1938 deed from Alley and  

Evans to Burnes. 

Ruby was the widow of a man named Kimball, who 

died at a young age. She did not marry George 

O. Haley, but they must have had a very close and 

trusting relationship. George told Bill Margolin that 

he was a distant cousin to Ruby. By Warranty Deed 

dated June 3, 1952 (see Note 12), the widow Ruby A. 

Kimball conveyed to Haley (himself a widower) five 

parcels of land, the third of which was:

“ … on the westerly side of the road leading from  
Joe Berry’s place to Bert Day’s place and on both sides 
of the Long Pond Road, so called, bounded and described 
as follows, viz: Bounded on the North by land of Bert Day 
and the County Road, on the East by road leading from 
Bert Day’s place to Joe Berry’s place, on the South by land 
formerly of Noah Weeks and the Nute Lot, so called,  
on the West by land of Russell and Roger Day, by the  
Mill Pond, so called, and land formerly of Joe Eastman  
and Al Evans, also by Long Pond, together with the buildings 
thereon, containing one hundred acres, more or less.”

There were interesting conditions attached to this 

conveyance, though, which gave Ruby the legal status 

of a “life tenant” (that is, having the right to stay as 

long as she lived): 

This picture, taken in 1987, shows Long Pond from Kennard’s Beach, 

looking north. Campers have long entered the water at Kennard’s 

from this spot. On occasional hot days, some or all of the camp 

comes here to cool off. 

1963 Bunk 5A, Front Row (L to R): Brian Donnelly (Waterfront Director), Ronnie Lampert, unknown, Chet Hurwitz,  

unknown, Mark Rudnick, Billy Margolin (SC) 

Back Row: Billy Swartz, Richie Eskin, Danny Kublin, Jimmy Gordon, Larry Leeder (CIT, rear), Stanley Schwartz, Scott Lampert

1963 Senior 

Division campers 

on the steps of 

the Rec Hall
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“This Warranty Deed is given to the said George O. Haley 
upon this condition: That the said George O. Haley, his 
executors and administrators, shall maintain and support 
me, the said Ruby A. Kimball, for and during the term of  
my natural life and shall at all times furnish me on my 
home place with suitable and proper food and clothing,  
fuel, nursing, medical, medical attendance and proper 
burial, and other things necessary for my comfortable 
support, and shall treat me with kindness in all respects.”

Between 1957 and 1964, Haley (still described as 

“widower”) sold two of the five parcels to Russell R. 

and Roger W. Day, (one of about 5 acres for  

about $3,500.00 by deed dated March 20, 1959, 

see Note 13), and the other (describing George 

as “single”) of an unclear acreage amount, for 

$1,500.00, by deed dated April 11, 1962, presumably 

to help raise funds for George and Ruby to live on. 

(See Note 14). In late 1964, before the beach land 

was sold to the Camp, George had several tax liens 

outstanding for the 1963 tax year, and the 1964 taxes 

had not yet been paid. George and Ruby were in 

need of more funds.

It was Ruby’s status as a “life tenant” that explains 

why she, as well as George, signed the deed to the 

Camp, and why the following language appears in 

that deed: “The Grantor Ruby A. Kimball joins in this 

deed to confirm it and convey the within described 

premises free from the condition contained in her 

deed to the Grantor Haley, namely, that she shall 

be maintained and supported on the portion of the 

premises above described, the same having been  

part of her home place.” Their house, less than  

½ mile east of the grove at the juncture where the 

Road Between the Ponds meets Long Pond Road,  

is on land that was not sold to the Camp. That house 

sits on what was the “homestead” of her grandfather 

Noah and her father “Dr. J. A. Kennard.” (See  

Note 15) 

For many summers through 1964 George and  

Ruby together rented campsites on the land and 

operated a small refreshment stand in the grove at 

the entrance to the beach area. Ruby died in 1972 

and George died about five years later. Their house 

has been vacant and boarded-up ever since. Due to 

Bill’s informative guided tours, the house has become 

known to several generations of campers as  

“Pickled Fingers House.”

The final piece of the Camp’s land is a small lot  

(an 80’ x 300’ rectangle known as Parcel 29) across 

the road from Long Pond between the main campus 

and Kennard’s beach, upon which sits the “Doctor’s 

Cabin,” so-called because for many years doctors 

who spent time assisting in the Camp infirmary 

were housed there. More recently, this cabin has 

been used by Steve Lepler, the Assistant Executive 

Director of the Camp since 1999. This land was 

purchased by the Camp for $5,500 on October 15, 

1965 (See Note 16). From the rear of the Doctor’s 

Cabin lot there used to be a footpath which led 

counselors and campers all the way past a cemetery 

to the general store in downtown East Parsonsfield, 

near the site of the local Post Office (on Route 160).

By 1965 there were only a few campers left  

who could truly say that they lived in the West  

End. Nevertheless, the Camp was thriving with 

mostly suburban descendants and friends, etc. of 

West Enders. By this time, boys from towns such  

as Needham, Canton and Sharon were  

well represented. 

Keith Sherman’s brother, Roger, and cousin, Bobby, 

born within hours of each other, first attended camp 

in 1964. Both were campers for five straight summers 

and returned as CITs in 1969. Bobby continued for 

five more summers (thru 1974) as a counselor until, 

like almost everyone before and since, he had to start 

making more money than he could earn at Camp. 

Until the past few years, Bobby has been a regular at 

OTW. 

In at least three ways, parts of Bobby’s identity are 

uniquely tied to the West End. First, his middle name 

is “Allen”, named for the West End street where 

his father Mort (a camper in the 1930s and later a 

regular OTW attendee with Max Berkman), four 

uncles (Bill, Bob, John, Gerry) and aunt (Annette, 

or “Honey”) were raised. Second, Bobby’s superb 

nickname was bestowed upon him during his first 

summer at Camp (1964) by a wonderful counselor 

and Blue Pirates Color War coach Bob Aisner. In a 

Color War water polo match in the shallow inner 

pool, where the young competitors could stand 

and walk, Bobby, who was big for his age, was an 

unstoppable force, forcing his way thru the opposing 

line like a tank, scoring time and time again. Aisner 
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first said it, and it’s been “Tank” Sherman ever since. 

But Tank’s athletic memories are not all like that, 

which brings us to … Third, as Tank says, this surely 

would be the first memory he would relate to a 

therapist: At age 12, in a camp Watermelon softball 

game, he hit a groundball to the shortstop, who 

proceeded to beat Bobby to first base by running 

(not throwing) the ball. Of course, the entire camp 

knew about this almost instantly, to Tank’s great 

embarrassment, which he has not shaken all these 

years later. But he can avoid the therapist and save 

his money. While no one would ever accuse Tank of 

being speedy, the play undoubtedly said more about 

the shortstop, Reggie Bird, than it did about Bobby.

Bobby remembers a very long hike in 1964, led by 

legendary counselor Izzy Kaplan, but he remembers 

it more like a forced march, one in which his tank 

definitely ran dry. He also remembers a 1964 non-

PC named “Fat Club,” organized by the beloved 

Charlie Hennekens, that dieted together and walked 

up to the ball field every day for exercises. Two of 

his other memories relate to boxing from 1964, the 

last summer in which boxing was a regular part of 

the program. Soon after he and Roger arrived at 

camp that first summer, they were scheduled to 

be paired in the ring, and, knowing each other well, 

they looked forward to it. But just as the match 

was about to begin, Allie Coles decided that Roger 

could not participate because of the braces on his 

teeth. Bobby thought that was the end of it, until 

a volunteer stood up to take Roger’s place. It was 

Buddy Pickman, a much-liked and very sturdy boy. 

The match proceeded and Tank remembers that he 

was happy to survive, though he was sore for quite a 

while. Later that summer, he remembers winning  

a Color War boxing match against Randy Lampert, 

earning ten points for his team, and being mobbed  

by his teammates.

Other memories by Tank as a camper: First, a 

favorite Mess Hall refrain: “Here we are like birds 

in the wilderness … waiting for dessert.” Second, 

Tank was always the last man in line in tugs-of-war, 

and always a flag guard in Capture-the-Flag events. 

“For some reason they didn’t let me go for the flag.” 

Finally, every day over the PA system Nurse Frazer 

would call for Mike Cataldo, Jr. (“Cat”) to report to  

the infirmary. 

To Miss “Frazer”, the Camp nurse, whose name 

was actually Euphrasia Purrington, the 1963 SPIRIT 

contained a thank you which included the following:

This year, as in the past two, West End House Camp has 
been fortunate indeed in having as its nurse Miss Frazer, 
who makes her winter home in Greenfield, Mass. Miss 
Frazer, who has only once or twice during the season 
missed her daily 6:15 a.m. swim down the waterfront, has 
treated boys this year for all types of ills and ails, aches 
and pains, and miscellaneous ranging from fractured bones 
to communicable diseases, and from infections to ear 
disorders. Forever supplied with small Manila envelopes, 
she never fails to use them by filling them with pills that she 
administers anywhere from 6:30 a.m. to 12:00 midnight.

Miss Frazer is school nurse at Montague High School, 
where she alone is responsible for the well-being of  
2,220 pupils. In addition, she works closely with the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, Montague Board 
of Health, and the Greenfield Mental Health Center. Also, 
she works side by side with the principals and teachers 
of all eight Montague schools, arranges financial aid for 
children in need of glasses and dental care, and this past 
year helped organize and carry out the Sabin oral polio 
program in Montague.

In 1967, the Club on Blossom Street was closed  

and sold to the Massachusetts General Hospital.  

The decision was made to build a new Club in a 

needy part of the city, Allston-Brighton, on land 

carved from Ringer Park by the City of Boston and 

sold to the House. Office space was opened on 

Brighton Avenue in Allston, near the Allston Street 

site of the planned new House building, in order to 

establish a presence in the area and maintain a place 

for Camp off-season administration activities.  

Allie Coles manned the office.

1960 Nurse  

Euphrasia  

Purrington  

(“Miss Frazier”). 

She wore her  

uniform every day.
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The Historical Context

1968 was a truly tumultuous year, with growing internal 

conflicts over the Viet Nam war, race relations, and 

a generation gap between baby boomers and their 

parents. There were a record number of troops fighting 

in Viet Nam, and growing anti-war and black power 

movements on campuses. LBJ announced he would 

not seek re-election. Then Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

was assassinated. Two months later, on June 5, Senator 

Robert F. Kennedy was assassinated just after winning 

the Democratic primary election in California. He died 

the next day. Chicago Police and the National Guard 

attempted to control anti-war protesters with violence  

at the August Democratic National Convention,  

seen on live TV. Nixon narrowly defeated Democrat 

Hubert H. Humphrey for the Presidency. However, 

1968 ended with the astonishing flight of Apollo 8 

around the Moon, with unforgettable pictures sent 

back of the Earth. In 1969, the world’s largest ever TV 

audience to that time, including everyone at WEHC, 

watched astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin 

become the first humans to walk on the Moon. Millions 

of Americans participated in a Viet Nam Moratorium 

Day, with candlelight vigils and prayers for peace. 

Nixon ignored the event, but VP Agnew called the 

participants “an effete corps of impudent snobs.” 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee chairman William 

Fullbright disclosed that the Pentagon and the Nixon 

administration had been waging an illegal war in Laos. 

Nearly 400,000 converged on Max Yasgur’s New York 

farm for the Woodstock Music and Art Fair. 

On May 4, 1970, National Guard troops killed four 

students at Kent State Univ. who were protesting U.S. 

invasion of Cambodia. Campuses erupted nationwide. 

Five days later, 100,000 anti-war protesters rallied 

in Washington. U.S. troops were withdrawn from 

Cambodia. Cigarette ads were banned from TV and 

radio. Chicago Seven were found not guilty of inciting 

riots at the 1968 Democratic National Convention. The 

Apollo 13 crew returned to Earth following a harrowing 

mission in which they repaired their ship with duct tape 

following an oxygen tank explosion. The environmental 

movement gained strength and pushed successfully for 

1970 Clean Air Act, creation of the EPA, and 1972 Clean 

Water Act. In Boston Bobby Orr and the Big Bad Bruins 

were all the rage. In 1971, the voting age was lowered 

to 18. For the first time in U.S. history, imports began 

to exceed exports. Norman Lear’s All In The Family 

became America’s top-rated TV show. In 1972 Nixon 

made groundbreaking trip to China and became the 

first sitting President to visit Moscow. American Bobby 

Fischer defeated Boris Spassky for the World Chess 

Championship. Washington, D.C. police arrested five 

suspects who were attempting to bug the Democratic 

National Committee offices in the Watergate Hotel. 

The operation became connected to President Nixon’s 

Committee to Re-Elect the President (nicknamed 

“CREEP” by detractors). Despite brewing Watergate 

controversy, Nixon was re-elected in a landslide victory 

over McGovern. The U.S. resumed heavy bombing of 

North Viet Nam shortly after Nixon’s re-election. By 

year’s end, peace negotiator Henry Kissinger announced 

that “peace was at hand.” Grease became the top 

Broadway attraction. 

Strong numbers; new blood 

from Allston-Brighton;  

new directions
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In early 1973 Viet Nam War peace agreement signed 

in Paris. G. Gordon Liddy and James McCord were 

convicted in the Watergate break-in. Aides H.R. 

Haldeman, John Dean and John Erlichman were asked 

to resign. Attorney General Richard Kleindeinst resigned 

over the scandal. After disclosure of White House taping 

system and ”Saturday Night Massacre” firing of new  

AG Elliot Richardson, Dep. AG Ruckelshaus, and 

Watergate prosecutor Archibald Cox, Nixon declared 

his innocence. Days later, the White House disclosed 

that 18½ minutes of a taped White House conversation 

between Nixon and Haldeman had been mysteriously 

erased. Gerald Ford, the only surviving member of the 

Warren Commission, was sworn in as new VP after 

Agnew resigned in disgrace. In Roe v. Wade, the Supreme 

Court struck down state laws banning abortions. Popular 

films included The Exorcist, The Sting, Serpico, The Way 

We Were and American Graffiti. Hit songs included 

Roberta Flack’s Grammy-winning Killing Me Softly, and 

You’re So Vain by Carly Simon. Bill Margolin was named 

Executive Director of the West End House Boys’ Club. 

In 1974 Hank Aaron hit his 715th home run. When White 

House tapes proved Nixon had obstructed justice, Nixon 

resigned. New President Ford pardoned Nixon. Congress 

passed the Freedom Of Information Act. Ford declared 

an amnesty for Viet Nam deserters and draft evaders. 

Boston school desegregation was ordered. In 1975 South 

Viet Nam government surrendered to the Communists. 

Apollo and Soyuz spacecraft docked in space. A former  

Charles Manson follower, Lynette “Squeaky” Fromme, 

unsuccessfully attempted to assassinate Ford. In World 

Series, the Red Sox lost to the Cincinnati Reds in 7 

games, despite 6th game win on Carlton Fisk’s HR 

through the fog in “the greatest game ever played.” 

1976 was America’s bicentennial year and saw hundreds 

of thousands of special events and celebrations. The 

U.S. and the U.S.S.R. entered into a nuclear weapons 

agreement which allowed mutual inspection of test  

sites. The Viking I landed on Mars and began beaming 

back photographs. Ford & Dole were narrowly defeated 

by Democrats Jimmy Carter & Walter Mondale.  

Carter stressed human rights agenda by cutting off  

aid to Argentina, Ethiopia and Uruguay. He announced 

an unconditional pardon to Viet Nam War draft 

evaders, created the Department Of Energy and 

called for voluntary cutbacks on energy use. Increased 

foreign economic competition, oil shortages, rising 

unemployment and high inflation brought home to 

Americans that the world was changing. Saturday Night 

Fever was released and would go on to be one of 1978’s 

biggest hits. Star Wars and Close Encounters Of The 

Third Kind were the year’s biggest box office draws.

On a late March, 1968 day that Boston Globe 

sportswriter Bob Ryan later described as “ the 

greatest night in the [old Boston] Garden – ever,” 

Bobby Gordon-coached Case High School (of 

Swansea) won the Class C Tech Tourney and, hours 

later, Boston English High School won the Class 

A Tech Tourney title game against New Bedford. 

Ryan wrote, “All night long, they’re swaying in the 

balcony, ‘Ooh-Aah. What’s the word? Reggie Bird! ’” 

A week later, also on the famed parquet floor, English 

clobbered St. John’s of Shrewsbury to win the State 

Basketball Championship, again led by senior Captain 

and Princeton-bound West Ender Reggie Bird.

Three months later, Bobby Gordon and Reggie 

Bird returned to Camp as Program Director and 

Senior Counselor, respectively. That was also the 

summer that Joel Goober, who at first had hated the 

waterfront, returned as Waterfront Director, and  

the first year since 1949 that Ralph Halliburton did 

not return in the kitchen. 

In 1968, Bobby Gordon was joined at Camp by all 

three of his brothers: Davey (a fixture since 1960), 

Peter (since 1961) and Ricky (or Rico, in his first 

summer), as well as by their cousins Jeff (since 1962), 

Jim (since 1963) and Michael (since 1961). More than 

thirty years later, the sons of Davey (Matt) and  

Jim (Zac), grandsons of West End brothers George 

and David, respectively, also attended Camp. Jim, 

a/k/a Luke, would decades later become well known 

for his proposal to build the “Cape Wind” project 

in Nantucket Sound, but his earnest concern for the 

environment was evident as far back as August 4, 

1970, when, as a teenager, his “Open Letter To  

West End House Campers” appeared in the Echo, 

the Camp’s newspaper

As I was walking around camp the other day I couldn’t help 
but notice the large quantities of paper and soda cans 
strewn about. Many people couldn’t care less about this 
situation; either they cannot be bothered with such trivial 
matters or they are so shall-minded that they just can’t 
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appreciate natural country beauty. Hence the spoilage of 
one of the few beautiful and unpopulated areas in the USA.

The root of the problem is the large influx of candy, food, 
and soda cans that arrive here by mail or on Visiting Day. 
No one is saying that you can’t keep your stash of goodies, 
but please, for the sake of the land and your own peace of 
mind, deposit the trash in the nearest waste can or barrel. 
And if you happen to see cans or paper on the ground, get 
down and pick them up. You read about pollution, and you 
should do your part to prevent its spread to this lovely area. 
Take time to think of this problem and follow your own 
course of action. Save the Country, Save the Earth! !  
Thanks sincerely.

The summer of 1969, the summer of Woodstock  

and men walking on the Moon, was marked by 

“three full weeks of rain,” as noted by Mike Gabel, 

the head of the waterfront that summer, in his SPIRIT 

page. Nevertheless, the staff found ways to keep  

the boys busy and conduct the usual Camp activities, 

even at the waterfront where Gabel was ably 

assisted by swim instructors Keith Sherman, Dick  

and Bobby Sharpstein and Chuck Schwartz, the 

boating staff (Dana Jackson, Buddy Pickman and 

Marty Jacobs) managed to keep the rowboats, 

sailboats and canoes afloat, and Jay Wilton and  

John Speare kept driving the powerboats and 

teaching waterskiing. 

Bill Margolin returned in 1970 as Senior Counselor  

in 5A, as editor of the ECHO and SPIRIT, and as 

a Color War Head Coach (vs. Marty). The staff, 

under directors Bobby and Davey Gordon, was 

very strong and experienced, and featured home 

grown counselors (Joel Saperstein, Fred Rapaport, 

Larry Burrows, Keith Sherman, Dick Sharpstein, 

Steve Dushan, Jan Singer and Reggie Bird), relative 

newcomers (Jim Diem, Mark O’Donoghue, Mark 

Blumenthal, Mickey Eckstein), welcome additions 

of foreign counselors through the Camp America 

organization (Jack Hellen, Dick Morton), and very 

strong groups of Junior Counselors (Jimmy Gordon, 

Peter Silberstein, Peter Nason), 2nd year CITs (Mark 

Cohn, Chuck Role, Rob Sharpstein, Chet Hurwitz, 

Mike Sacks, Roger Sherman, Billy Swartz, Neal 

Goldberg and Tank Sherman) and 1st year CITs  

(Allan Jacobs, Marc Cutter, Gordon Shrier, Mike Finn, 

Howie Wynn, and Peter Kaplan). 

The new West End House Boys’ Club opened on 

Allston Street in the Allston-Brighton section of 

Boston in October of 1971. The neighborhood was, 

and is, the most diverse in the City of Boston. As  

a result, an influx of new “West Enders,” so to  

speak, came to Camp, both as campers and as  

staff. People such as Robert Ready, Joe Dorsey, 

Steven and Kevin Ash, Mike Shay, Chris Jennings,  

Joey Walsh, Howard Finn, Charlie Paquette,  

James (“Boo”) Parker, Allen Kelly, the Whittemore 

Brothers, the Pagliocca Brothers, Stacy Blackman, 

George Eouse, the MacDougall Brothers, and a  

host of others attended as campers. Others came  

as members of the staff, including Brighton Lew,  

Bob Ferreiro, and Peter Chantiles (who served  

as a WSI at camp for six consecutive seasons).  

Gerry Walsh came as a counselor in 1984, and 

served as Program Director in 1985 and 1986;  

Gerry also encouraged Richard Grealish and  

John Sullivan to work at the camp. They, like Gerry, 

brought with them a distinct and welcome flavor 

from the Allston-Brighton area. The diversity that 

marked earlier decades of the Camp’s history 

(especially the 1930s through the early 1960s)  

began to return.

1972 Peter “Nase” 

Nason, Bob Jaynes 

(cook), Bobby 

“Tank” Sherman, 

Brighton “Mao” Lew

1972 

Tank, Nase, Mao

1970 or 1971 

Counselor Band 

in the Mess Hall, 

led by Jim Diem 

(left) and Mark 

O’Donoghue 

(middle)
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Some of the above mentioned people have now 

sent their own sons to camp; offspring in this group 

include Andrew Lew, Matt Eouse, Ian Finn, and  

James “Boo” Parker, Jr. Others have urged cousins 

and nephews to attend. Gerry Walsh has had  

three nephews who have attended over the years 

(Danny, Michael, and Jeremy). Thus, the Boys’ Club 

(which officially changed to a Boys & Girls Club in 

the late 1970s) in effect repeated the same sequence 

of events from 65 years earlier: new members of 

the House attending WEH Camp, and in later years 

sending their own offspring and relatives.

Allie Coles took sick after the 1972 season and 

passed away the following January. Bill Margolin, 

who had been hired in the fall of 1971 as the Club’s 

Social/Recreation Director and the Camp’s Program 

Director (starting with the 1972 season) became 

Camp Executive Director in 1973, a position he has 

held ever since. As Bill had also become Executive 

Director of the Club in early 1974, the Board of 

Directors of the Club felt that his presence during 

the summer was needed more in Boston. During 

four seasons (1974 – 1977) Bill made frequent trips 

to Camp, continued to enroll campers and work  

with the Camp Committee to hire staff, and was 

involved in a wide variety of logistics, including 

arranging bus transportation for each summer’s 

children. However, the day to day operations were 

left in the hands of the onsite Camp Directors. 

Since the 1970s, much of what had been in effect has 

continued uninterrupted or with only minor revisions. 

For example, the schedule (Leagues in the morning, 

Waterfront in the afternoon, Evening Activity after 

supper, followed by cake and milk) remained virtually 

unchanged. The staff continued, for the most part, 

to be home-grown former campers working their 

way through the ranks and, in turn, recommending 

friends. Going back to 1970, the counselor staff has 

occassionally been supplemented with European men 

through Camp America. 

By 1970 the age of campers had settled on 9 – 14 

(previous decades it had been 10- 14). By the mid 

1980s the age became 8 – 14, and since 2004 the 

campers’ ages have been 8 – 15. After their camper 

years, young men may apply to become First Year 

CITs and, as countless others have done, work their 

way up through the ranks to become the leaders of 

the Staff and, in later years, members of the  

Camp Corporation.

Neil Shrier (1969-1977), Bruce Balder and Bobby 

Eggert (both 1970-1976), and Jay Cohen (1971-1977) 

gathered over dinner with Marty on October 18, 

2007, to try to bring some Camp recollections to 

mind. It was most definitely not difficult. 

Neil remembers that Nase (Peter Nason) and Billy 

were great storytellers but insists that Luke was the 

best. He recalls sleepovers at the campsite across 

the pond, hearing about the immortals: Wheelchair 

Mary, Three Finger Willie and, of course, Hatchet 

Harry. He remembers that no one wanted to make a 

mistake in a Watermelon game. He remembers well 

the seriousness and competitiveness of his first Color 

War (Blue Gypsies), and the awesome concluding 

Song Night. Neil fondly remembers his older brother, 

Gordon, bringing him toasted bagels at night. He was 

never bored. He learned to pick his battles and hold 

his ground. He learned to be independent.

Bruce recalled that the boys all thought the world 

of Jim Diem, who was terrific at Arts & Crafts and 

taught the boys to develop photographs, to build  

a black box camera, to work with leather and gimp. 

He remembers trips to Ogunquit, where Diem  

once was injured when he jumped from a bridge  

into the water, and ended up having to be taken  

to the nearest hospital. Bruce won the camper-

counselor tennis tournament year after year, perhaps 

because his doubles partner was always counselor 

Mike Finn. Bruce offered that he learned a lot about 

true friendships at WEHC and he knows (not thinks, 

he knows), decades later, that “I could call any of 

these guys, even now, and they’d be there to help.”

Bobby remembers that if he was having a bad day,  

he always could find someone to talk to, like Kappy 

(Peter Kaplan), Steve Dushan, Ricky Swartz or Allan 

Jacobs. He remembers there was a lot of love and 

support at the Camp, lots of competition but in the 

end everyone was on the same team. He thought 

the Camp helped make him a better athlete. He liked 

running the canoe gunnels, sailing, fishing, Sunday 

morning lazy days, and socials with Camps Laughing 

Loon, Hiawatha and Sunningdale.

1973 Jim Diem, 

Randy Oyster, 

Paul Cohen, 

Mike Cataldo, Jr. 

on a day off

1973 Joe Spinale 

(left), Pete Avergun 

(“Pistol”, in rear), 

Randy Oyster 

(right) helping out 

with kitchen chores

1973? Mike 

Cataldo, Jr. (“Cat”), 

trying to look like a 

favorite camper
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1973 2B

1978 Billy Margolin 

with dog Gillian

1972? Asleep 

but alert

1973 Movie Stars from Bunk 2B included Steve “Jack” Marram, Brett Barenholtz. Jim Zalcman, David Leppo,  

Eddy Fitzgerald, Jimmy Cohen, Mike “Cecil” Cooper, Brian Minsk, Jimmy Fox, Ricky Ross, Aaron Singer. Their lucky  

counselors (not in picture) were Allan Jacobs (SC), Jeff Solomon (2nd Yr CIT) and Scott Civian (1st year CIT)

1972 Tug of War
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1972 Wiffleball in 

the Council Ring 

(Bennett Alpert? 

Richie Goldberg?)

1973 4A

1973 Counselors at the waterfront, Front (L to R): Ronny Cohen, Chuck Giancola, Steve Lepler, Allan Jacobs, 

Mike Cataldo, Jr., Back: Peter Prindle, Jim Prelack, Bob Ferreiro

1973 1A
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Jay remembers watching Three Stooges clips and  

All Star Baseball games on the TV in the Mess Hall, 

and movies like Guns of Navarone and Bridge Over  

The River Kwai in the Rec Hall. He remembers, as 

did all of the others, lots of music being played on 

stereos in every bunk—soul, rock, the Beatles, Peter, 

Paul & Mary, you name it. TVs were generally not 

seen in the bunks. Jay remembers that while telling 

a story one night in a pitch-black bunk, counselor 

George Eouse fell and broke his nose. 

They all remember that counselors Neil Beberman 

and Peter Nason would run up to hit slow 

Watermelon game pitches, trying for a “gully” shot. 

They loved counselors Bobby “Tank” Sherman and 

“Pistol” Pete Avergun. When they were juniors, 

the high seniors seemed larger than life and the 

counselors were something even beyond that. They 

all remember counselor basketball games as VERY 

BIG events. And they all remember going out on 

a sailboat and capsizing as many times as possible, 

then being towed in, mostly for fun but also to annoy 

Marty. They recall that Ned Cohen always had the 

best shirts. In their years, the boys still were sending 

their dirty laundry home in boxes, to be washed  

and returned.

They were all witness to the August 5, 1973 wedding 

of Bill Margolin and Rosalie Foster, as reported in the 

Echo, the Camp’s newspaper, and repeated in the 

SPIRIT of that year:

Billy Margolin has been known for his attempts at devising 
new and original activities never before seen here at camp. 
Some of his past accomplishments have been such notable 
events as judgment night, the auction, the official “Snoopy 
Nilogram” mystery tours in and about the Parsonsfield 
area, and the forever famous hike to the East Parsonsfield 
General Store. But this past Sunday, August 5th, Snoopy 
finally outdid himself in an activity that in all likelihood will 
never again be repeated at West End House Camp.

Billy was married to Miss Rosalie Foster in a small ceremony 
held at the doctor’s cabin on the shores of Long Pond.  
Mrs. Margolin is formerly of Biloxi, Mississippi. Billy has  
lived in Boston all his life. Mr. and Mrs. Margolin plan on 
residing in the Boston area.

Soon after the ceremony the entire camp assembled on the 
front lawn of the doctor’s cabin and sang the “House Song” 
and did an unrehearsed (that was obvious to anyone who 
heard it) “rip, rip, rip” for Mr. and Mrs. Margolin. Billy and 
Rosie very appreciatively thanked everyone for coming and 
helping make their wedding day even more memorable.

What that reports leaves out is that Nurse Frazer 

and George Mouradian were also in attendance, 

as well as George’s wife, and that the entire camp 

thought the wedding was somehow tied to a Color 

War fakeout.

In 1973 and 1974, they all recalled Don Dutch  

led their bunk on tough hikes to the top of  

Mt. Washington. They remember the whole bunk 

driving in the back of Dutch’s green pickup truck, 

and staying at Don’s friend’s house on the shores of 

1973 5A
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Newfound Lake, New Hampshire. They remember 

that Dutch loved to play cribbage.

In 1974, Senior Counselor Dave Bikofsky helped 

coach the Blue Train in Color War, earning his 

first CW win in seven tries. David Zoll was on the 

losing side for the first time in six years. Other 1974 

Senior Counselors included Peter Prindle, Jim Diem, 

Mark McCrensky, Allan Jacobs, Peter Avergun, Tank 

Sherman, Peter Nason, Chuck Giancola, Randy 

Oyster, and Mike Finn. Rising staff included terrific 

groups of Junior Counselors (Jeff Solomon, Jeff 

Kublin, Ricky Swartz, Steve Katzen, Ned Cohen, 

Steve Lepler) and CITs (Steve Prelack, Neal 

Beberman, Paul Cohen, Ricky Shrier, Dan Alford, 

Howie Goldman, Mark Swartz, Howie Finn, Steve 

Shuman, Wayne Swartz, Brett Berenson, Mike Eggert 

and David Barenberg).

Many Watermelon softball games are remembered 

by the counselors of that time. Tank Sherman 

remembers that a team led by him and Peter Nason 

was down by five runs in the second (last) inning. 

Playing on the left-field diamond with a short  

left-field, Tank hit a ball into the trees for a grand 

slam. Then Nase, the last batter, hit a towering shot 

into the trees for what should have been the tying 

run. But the ball hit a tree and caromed back onto 

the field toward counselor Steve Lepler, who picked 

it up and raced home to tag the plate for the last out 

before Nase could get there. 

Tank’s latest softball memory is from his last OTW 

(2004?). There is always a softball game during 

OTW, and Tank always played first base or pitched. 

In this remembered game, Tank knocked in the 

winning run (in the person of Pistol Pete Avergun, his 

battery-mate that day) with a walk-off hit in the last 

inning. His teammates (including Brett Barenholtz) 

hoisted Tank on their shoulders in celebration, 

then they all went down to the waterfront for the 

traditional post-game swim off the Old Timers’ dock. 

As he approached the water, Tank turned to Pistol 

1973 Gottlieb, Front Row: unknown, unknown, unknown, Joel Solomon, Alex Berger, Wayne Swartz, David Geller, Second Row: 

Danny Alford, Jay London, unknown, unknown, Howie Finn, unknown, Howie Goldman, Back: Jan Singer (SC), Bob Musiker,  

Rico Gordon (CIT). Missing Jon Klapman (JC)
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and asked, “Should I dive in or walk on the water?” 

Of course, Tank also remembers refereeing a Color 

War basketball game thirty years earlier (1972?) 

when he ejected a coach, the very same Pistol Pete, 

for arguing a call. In a mixed-generation memory, 

Tank says he’ll always remember “Cat Sr. making 

a special trip into my bunk whenever he came up 

during the year in his Cadillacs, to bring me two  

fat cigars.” 

Sherman fondly recalls his counselor days and 

many of his campers. He particularly remembers 

working with kids who were struggling in some way, 

helping them to get comfortable. He remembers 

being touched that camper Tony Chirichiello was 

very upset one year because he was not on Tank’s 

Color War team, as “Tony wanted to fight for me.” 

He remembers different names for League teams, 

including the “Chinese Food” league, with teams like 

“Moo Goo Guy Pan.” To this day, he and Bob Marcus 

cannot hold a conversation without invoking the 

memory of “Da Ribs.” 

He remembers pranks, of course, including this one 

when he was the butt of the joke. One night, he was 

asleep in the counselor room of the fives (between 

5A & 5B), which he shared that summer with Jan 

Singer, Jim Diem and one Billy Margolin. One of those 

three (whose identity shall remain a secret) discreetly 

turned up the dial on Tank’s electric blanket—all the 

way. Within minutes Tank awoke, perspiring profusely 

(“sweating bullets”). He took a cold shower, then got 

back into his bed and pulled up the blanket, oblivious 

to what had happened. Of course, it happened again, 

as the others laughed hysterically, finally letting Tank 

in on the joke.

Tank says what virtually every West End House 

alumni camper or counselor says, “I can go years

without talking to any of these guys, then I can 

pick up a phone and talk with them and it seems 

like yesterday.” Undoubtedly some of that comes 

from the old saying that there’s no friend like an 

old friend. But the Camp surely played a pivotal 

role in facilitating and creating those friendships in 

the first place.

Peter Prindle was the only senior staff man to 

return for the following summer (1975), but the 

rising and experienced JCs and CITs, with the 

help of returnees Mike Cataldo, Jr. and Larry 

Bernard, and newcomers Neal Piltch, Richard 

Wunder, Jerry Finch, and John Urbano, carried on 

quite well. 

In 1976, Charlie Ayvazian returned as Director 

(he had last been at Camp in 1961, as head of the 

Junior Division that year). He inherited mostly the 

same experienced senior staff from the summer 

of 1975, with a large and important group of 

first and second year CITs including Andy Lenick, 

Evan Hack, Bob Goober, David Eagle, Jeff Walker, 

Steve Paul, Neil Silverston, Scott Resnick, Vincent 

Mase, Bruce Balder, Jim Weinberg, Neal Shrier, 

Andy Wolf, Jay Cohen, David Rosenberg, Aaron 

Leppo, Paul Galaid, Bob Eggert, Al Hack, and 

Al Sands. Also returning to Camp as a Junior 

Counselor, for the first time since his camper 

years, was Alex Berger. 

By the end of the 1977 season it became 

clear that the relationship between the Camp 

Director(s) and the staff needed to be improved. 

Bill Margolin was asked to return to Camp in 

1978 as the hands-on Executive Director. 

1977 Champs of O-At-Ka Soccer Tourney. Picture taken by Myron Burnes.
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1. The Camp History, By Decade
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The Historical Context

By 1978 the average life span of an American increased 

to 67. 1979 saw full diplomatic relations with the 

People’s Republic Of China. A cooling system failed at the 

Three Mile Island Nuclear Power Plant near Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania. The GAO admitted that thousands of U.S. 

troops had been sprayed with Agent Orange during the 

Viet Nam war. The Skylab III broke up upon crashing to 

Earth. Andrew Young resigned as U.N. ambassador after 

admitting he had conducted unsanctioned meetings with 

the PLO. Iranian revolutionaries seized the U.S. Embassy 

in Teheran and held 50 Americans hostage. The militants 

demanded that the U.S. turn over the deposed Shah 

of Iran, who was in the U.S. for cancer treatments. 

In 1980 eight members of Congress were among 31 

public officials implicated in Operation Abscam, an FBI 

corruption investigation. Secretary of State Cyrus Vance 

resigned in opposition to a failed mission to rescue 

American hostages from Iran. Mt. St. Helens erupted  

and toppled trees and stripped them of their bark  

20 miles from the explosion. Calif. Governor, actor  

and conservative spokesman Ronald Reagan (with 

running mate George H.W. Bush) defeated Carter for 

President. Popular movies included Ordinary People,  

The Empire Strikes Back, Raging Bull, Superman II  

and Coal Miner’s Daughter. 

After 444 days in captivity, the American hostages 

were released by Iran on the January, 1981 day Reagan 

was inaugurated as 40th President. Two months later, 

John Hinckley, Jr. attempted to assassinate Reagan. 

The President quickly recovered from a wound to his 

left lung after surgery. Press secretary James Brady 

suffered severe brain damage. Reagan lifted a ban on 

commercial recycling of nuclear fuel, despite fears that 

the action could put weapons-grade plutonium in the 

hands of terrorists. He also authorized development of 

the neutron bomb, and issued an executive order giving 

the CIA its first full authority to conduct domestic covert 

operations. Sandra Day O’Connor became the first 

female member of the U.S. Supreme Court. Columbia, 

the nation’s first space shuttle, was launched April 12th. 

Great Britain’s Prince Charles married Princess Diana. 

Raiders Of The Lost Ark became the first film to draw 

over $100 million in its first two weeks at the box office. 

Walter Cronkite retired from The CBS Evening News. 

In 1982, the US suffered its worst recession since the 

1930s. Reagan reinstituted draft registration for young 

men aged 18 to 21. He also proposed a $26 Billion 

program to develop MX multiple-warhead missiles. 

The first successful artificial heart transplant took place 

at the University Of Utah Medical Center. Cats and 

the musical version of Little Shop Of Horrors opened 

on Broadway. Cheers debuted on NBC. In 1983, 

General Motors announced a partnership with Toyota 

to produce fuel-efficient cars for the U.S. market. The 

economy entered a long period of recovery; however, 

the “income gap” between rich and poor was growing. 

Reagan challenged the country’s weapons engineers to 

create a Star Wars system which would ward off nuclear 

attack with armed satellites. 241 U.S. Navy and Marine 

personnel were killed in a suicide bombing attack in 

Beirut. U.S. forces invaded Grenada to guard

Bill returns; competition 

among camps increases
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evacuations of U.S. citizens after a Marxist takeover. 

As a crew member of the space shuttle Challenger, 

Sally Ride became America’s first woman in space. 

Hit films included Flashdance, Return Of The Jedi, The 

Big Chill, Risky Business, The Right Stuff and Sudden 

Impact. Michael Jackson was awarded Grammys for 

Album Of The Year for Thriller, Record Of The Year 

for Beat It and Best Male Vocal for the song Thriller. 

In 1984 Reagan withdrew Marines from Beirut. Rev. 

Jesse Jackson negotiated the release of 22 Americans 

with Cuban premier Fidel Castro. For the first time, 

American astronauts walked un-tethered in space and 

repaired orbiting satellites during shuttle missions. The 

U.S. re-established full diplomatic relations with the 

Vatican. They had been suspended in 1867. Former VP 

and Democratic Pres. nominee Walter Mondale named 

Geraldine Ferraro as his running mate. In record landslide 

for Republicans, Reagan and Bush were re-elected by 

winning 49 states (the exception was Mondale’s home 

state of Minnesota). Reagan dedicated the Viet Nam 

Memorial, designed by Yale student Maya Lang Yin. 

Amadeus got the Oscar for Best Picture. 

In 1985 Coca Cola introduced a reformulated version of 

the long-popular soft drink; 20 weeks later, the company 

announced it would bring back the old recipe under 

the name Coke Classic. Reagan’s huge tax cuts and 

increased military spending were causing annual deficits 

of over $200 billion. In 1986 the space shuttle Challenger 

exploded shortly after takeoff. Elementary school 

teacher Christa McAulliffe — appointed to the mission 

by President Reagan — died in the blast as her students 

watched TV coverage in her Concord, NH classroom.  

Six million people participated in Hands Across America, 

raising money for programs for the country’s homeless. 

The surviving crewman of a plane shot down over 

Nicaragua confirmed that the CIA was running weapons 

to the Contras. Then it was disclosed that the U.S. had 

been selling arms to Iran. After AG Ed Meece admitted 

that the sale proceeds were being diverted to arming the 

Contras, President Reagan fired security advisors Admiral 

John Poindexter and Lt. Col. Oliver North. The President 

insisted he had no knowledge of the operation. Congress 

authorized $20 million in military aid to Honduras to 

protect Contras under attack by Nicaraguan invaders. 

Reagan signed a relaxed gun control law, opposed by 

police associations, which would allow interstate retail 

sales of rifles. Former press secretary James Brady, who 

had been critically injured in the assassination attempt 

against the President in 1981, was appalled. Red Sox lost 

1980 Cookout 

behind the Mess Hall., before the stone and brick barbecue pit was built and dedicated in memory of Albert Stearns

(L to R) Evan Hack, Andy Lenick, Phil Day, David Eagle, Paul Cohen
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1982 Coach Alex 

Berger and his 

intercamp baseball 

team

1984 4B

World Series to Mets in 7 game series, after losing 6th 

game when Billy Buckner allowed weak ground ball to  

go through his legs. 

During a 1987 visit to the Berlin Wall, Reagan 

challenged Soviet Premier Mikhail Gorbachev to “tear 

down this wall.” The worst Stock Market crash since 

1929 took place on October 19th as the Dow slipped 

508 points—down nearly 23%. The Tower Commission 

blamed Reagan for failing to understand the impact of 

selling arms to Iran and diverting the proceeds to Contra 

rebels. The Commission also laid blame on Chief Of Staff 

Donald Regan, who the President fired the next day. 

After three months of Iran-Contra hearings conducted 

by a Congressional committee, Reagan was blamed for 

failing his constitutional duties as President in allowing 

aides to carry out the operations, whether or not they did 

so with his knowledge. Greg Lemonde became the first 

American to win the Tour De France. 

Bill did return to Camp as the full time on-site 

Executive Director for the summer of 1978. Except 

for Program Director Jeff Solomon (who also 

served as a Senior Counselor, Editor of the ECHO 

and SPIRIT, and waterskiing instructor), the Senior 

Counselors were all new to their roles, though only 

a few were new to Camp (Bruce Leger, John Sylvan, 

Peter Chantiles, John DePastina). David Eagle, Andy 

Lenick, Evan Hack, Jeff Walker, Alex Berger, and Dana 

Bassiacos were a strong group of veterans, with lots 

more home grown JCs (Alan Sands, Scott Resnick, 

Alan Hack) and CITs ready to step up as well.  

The same group dominated the 1979 senior staff, 

with Al Hack, Neil Silverston, Scott Resnick and the 

returning Paul Cohen replacing Bruce Leger, John 

Sylvan and John DePastina. The younger staff (like 

Junior Counselors Bobby Ryter, Brett Barenholtz, 

Steven Sands, Dan Aronson, Neal Isaacson and  

David Goldman) were, once again, strong and eager 

to assume bigger roles. 

Stuart Snyder (1973-1982), Jim Stoller (1974-1984) 

and Eric Marder (1979-1984) offered their plentiful 

memories on October 21, 2007, both detailed 

and philosophical. Examples: Stuart remembers 

the elation he felt when he surprised everyone by 

beating favorite Miles Gilbert in the 1978 Color 

War steeplechase race (passing Miles at the tennis 

court stairs and never looking back), urged on all 

the way by coach Steve Prelack. And he pondered 

the magic of the words “hundreds of hearts” and 

“you’re always one of the boys,” words that “get in 

your head and make you know that you are part of a 

tradition,” a tradition he describes as both powerful 

and comforting. Jim, still embarrassed decades later, 

1984 1A, with 

counselor Peter 

Chantiles across 

the front
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1984 5B. The only camper wearing a hat (“Boston Red Sox”, of course), with his arm around his brother Paul, is Theo Epstein, 

now the General Manager of the Sox. The Epsteins were introduced to Camp by their friend Jason Eich, sitting to the right of 

Counselor Neil Weiss.

1984 1B
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recalled his crushing failure on the archery range 

during an Apache Relay event. In the next breath, 

Jim insisted that the key at camp was that “you just 

had to try,” that you did not have to be an athlete, 

that the word “spirit” covered a wide spectrum of 

attitudes and feelings.

Stuart’s grandfather was West Ender Charlie Chadis. 

Jim’s connection to Camp was through Marty 

Leppo and Albert Stearns. Eric’s connection was his 

mother’s stepfather, West Ender Al Cherry.

They all remember Alex Berger (“Yogi”) as a huge 

Camp personality and a baseball coach who, after 

his team beat Camps Samoset and Manitou in a 

tournament, promised the whole crew “small ice 

creams, any size.” They remember Alan Hack, 

another big personality, who was a strict counselor 

by day and a sleep-walker at night. Stu recalls Jeff 

Kublin as his wonderful first counselor, Ricky Swartz 

as a great guy, and Peter Chantiles as a terrific 

counselor and waterfront man. They remember long 

home runs by Steve Kalick, Dr. Charlie Hennekens 

playing in a counselor basketball game years after 

his prime, pranks, storytelling, and the enormously 

strong Phil Day lifting one side of the motorboat out 

of the water as eight counselors lifted the other side. 

They loved the “surreal” atmosphere of Watermelon 

games on Sunday nights, the only time the campers 

and counselors would compete together on the same 

field at the same time. 

Stuart found visiting days to be very difficult and 

emotional, and thinks they should be abolished.  

Jim recalls being crushed when, in his fourth year as 

a camper, his mid-senior team lost all six team games 

as his Color War team lost, his fourth straight Color 

War loss. Of course he is quick to add that his teams 

won his last four Color Wars. 

Eric Marder’s memories include, like Stuart Snyder’s, 

a memorable win in a Color War steeplechase race 

his last year as a camper, being entered in that race 

almost as an afterthought by coach Dean Goldberg, 

and then beating perennial winner Michael Gladstone. 

He also remembers, when in 2A, returning to his 

bed one night, falling face down, and finding himself 

in a cloud of powder that someone had placed there 

in his absence. (You know who you are.) And Eric 

wondered, “How do you get people from all over 

that have this attachment to this place? How do  

you get that?”

At the November 1980 meeting of the Camp 

Rules Committee (Chairman Gerald Feld, Joseph 

Kaplan, Michael W. Cataldo, Mark Cohn, then 

Alumni Association President Norman Weinberg, 

Larry Gilligan and Bill Margolin), the options set for 

“regular” or “affiliate” campers were for three weeks 

(at $370, or about $123. per week), five weeks 

($580, or $116 per week), or eight weeks ($850, or 

$106.25 per week), and about $10. per week more 

for “non-affiliates.” “Affiliate members [were] those 

boys whose father, grandfather or great-grandfather 

have been or are Regular Dues Paying Members of 

the WEH Alumni Association, as well as boys who 

are regular and active members of the WEH Boys’ 

December 29, 

1985 visit by (Left 

to Right) Dave and 

Mike Andelman 

and John Stoller 

December 29, 

1985 visit by John 

Stoller (right) and 

Kevin Stoller
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Club in Allston.” By 1982, the prices were set at 

$410. for three weeks, $640 for five weeks, and $950 

for the entire eight weeks, and the price differential 

between “affiliates” and others had disappeared. 

In the 1980s, “traditional” overnight camps like 

WEHC were starting to see more and more 

competition from “specialized” camps—music camps, 

wilderness camps, single-sport instructional camps, 

etc.—in addition to the day-camps and summer 

schools that had long been in existence. Soon there 

also would be computer camps. Traditional camps 

were closing throughout the region, with their 

valuable lands being sold off to developers. That 

option was never considered by the WEH Camp, 

but there were impacts, a key one being a reduction 

in the numbers of 6-week and 8-week campers. In 

the 1960s and 1970s, as the number of two-week 

West Enders had diminished, suburban 6-weekers 

and 8-weekers had been plentiful. In the 1980s, it 

seemed that more and more campers spent time 

at a specialized camp and a week or two with their 

families, before coming to Camp. By the summer of 

1987, all of this was reflected in reduced numbers of 

campers and counselors.

Theo Epstein and Mike Tannenbaum, later to  

become General Managers of professional sports 

teams (the Boston Red Sox and New York Jets, 

respectfully), were campers in the 1980s.

Snyder, Stoller and Marder’s era overlapped with,  

and gave way to, that of the brothers Andelman: 

Dave (1980-1992, first five as camper), Mike  

(1981-1993, first six as camper), and, later, Dan  

(1984-1994, first six as camper). The Andelmans  

are the grandsons of Maxwell, nephews of Neal,  

and cousins of Jeff, Joel and Jon Solomon, all with 

West End and/or Camp histories of their own.  

Their father, Eddie, a well-known Boston sports  

and media personality, has also been very generous  

over many years in his efforts on behalf of the Camp. 

In true Camp tradition, Dave, Mike and Dan all  

took in everything the Camp had to offer, loved  

the personalities and the place, and, when their  

time came as counselors and leaders, became the 

role models that a new generation of kids looked  

up to--and then passed the torch again. Dan’s  

group included Brian Bloch, Eric Wilensky, Mike 

Lamkin, Mike Santosuosso, Ron Cochran, Adam 

Alfred, Todd Grossman, Josh Mendelsohn and  

Billy Faria. As always, the staff was the key to the 

Camp’s success.

When Dave and Mike Andelman started at Camp, 

the biggest “personalities” were Yogi Berger, Dean 

Goldberg, Brett Barenholtz and Bobby Ryter. They 

well remember, as campers, offering ideas to Yogi, 

who was always asking “What can we do today to 

make it an exciting day?” And they remember that 

Alex had no patience with counselors who were 

lazy or who were not interested enough in exciting 

the boys. Goldberg was athletic and charismatic—

everyone wanted to “hang” with him. Other 

memorable counselors from the eighties included 

John Stoller, Mark and Kevin Lustig, Gerry Walsh  

and Lee Rappaport. 

When interviewed, Dave Andelman’s thoughts and 

memories included these: There is no “class” at 

Camp. The only thing that matters is whether you 

are a good kid. Nobody cares about anything else. 

He sees Camp as a huge fraternity. He responds 

to Camp friends and alumni in an entirely different 

way than he does to others. Like many others, he 

thought the best times of all might have been as staff 

for Old Timers’ Week, hanging with returning, older, 

“graduate” campers and counselors, and living with 

friends in Gottlieb. In fact, he sees Camp as terrific 

preparation for college. If you can live in the same 

space with a dozen or more people every day for 

eight weeks, it’s a piece of cake to deal with one 

or two roommates in a college dorm. He proudly 

1987 Gottlieb

remembered his first “broadcasting” experience 

came at Camp, announcing the results of league 

games in the Mess Hall. Although he says he was 

comfortable at Camp almost instantly, he ate only 

cereal for his first three weeks. The only time he saw 

Bill lose his cool was when a camper described to Bill 

what it was that the camper had just poured into a 

water fountain. Bill’s reaction: “Nooooo! ! ! ”

Mike Andelman recalls being homesick his first year 

as a nine year old, “hating it.” He didn’t like having to 

take a swim test the first day—he had no idea what 

the breaststroke was when he was asked to do it, 

and was probably afraid to admit it. He wanted to  

go home and he wrote several letters to his folks that 

first day announcing as much, despite Bill’s urgings to 

give it some time. It took Mike two to three weeks  

to get comfortable, a thoroughly familiar story; he 

then returned every summer for the next twelve.  

He remembers laughing, sports, bunk living and  

Mess Hall chants. He remembers that the boys would 

listen carefully to who was covering their bunks at 

night, hoping for a favored staff choice. He and John 

Stoller gave young camper Adam Barr the nickname 

“Ooba Dooba in the Shoe,” which was shortened  

to “Ooba” when Adam’s brother Danny arrived  

and assumed the name “Dooba.” He remembers 

with pride an era of dominance for the Camp in 

intercamp sports competitions, with teams traveling 

in the blue van (kissing the orb on the way to  

Robin Hood) and returning to Long Pond with 

trophies at meal times, making a grand entry— 

as conquering heroes—to great applause in the  

Mess Hall. 

Todd Grossman (1985-1994, five as camper), who 

was lured to Camp by his friend from Marblehead, 

Brian Bloch, says simply that “my life would be 

totally different if I hadn’t gone to Camp.” Todd 

was instantly comfortable at Camp, maybe because 

he already knew veteran camper Brian, but initially 

dreaded the waterfront. One year, Todd broke his 

arm in a Color War football game when another 

boy fell on his arm. He was quickly cared for, taken 

to the lower camp and then to Sanford Hospital 

by Bill. Todd’s arm was set and placed in a cast, 

and they returned to Camp at dinner time. They 

walked into the Mess Hall and Todd received a huge 

ovation, from both teams. Todd stayed in Camp and 

participated in Song Night. Todd and Billy Faria also 

recall, when they were both only around thirteen 

years old, pitching in to get the SPIRIT done. 

Josh Mendelsohn (1986-1996, four as camper) has 

recurring dreams about Camp. Josh first came as an 

eight-weeker in 1986 and was placed in Bunk 2A with 

older boys. It helped that Josh’s older brother Dave 

was in 4B, but still it took Josh a few weeks before 

he felt comfortable. He notes that the age range of 

his friends from Camp is huge, and that wherever he 

goes he finds a WEHC alumnus. He thought it was 

great to learn that Bill Margolin loved playing jokes, 

and he remembers Bill making announcements at 

7:45 AM on what were supposed to be “Lazy Days” 

after Color War Song Nights. He also loves Bill’s 

famous yearly “hot city speech,” in which Bill makes 

sure the boys hear how lucky they are to be at West 

End House Camp. A recent version is on YouTube. 

Josh remembers being sorely disappointed that he 

was among the last of his friends to be chosen as a 

Color War coach, finally getting the nod in 1994.

Finally, Mike Andelman (then a first year CIT) and 

his peers recall the lean year of 1987 in which the 

staff (Senior Counselors included Neil Weiss, David 

Harris, Andrew Hurvitz, James Hickey and Jon 

Schwartz in addition to Dave Andelman, Mark Lustig, 

Lee Rappaport, John Zinman, and Johnny Stoller) 

simply worked harder and went on to help in camper 

recruitment. Alum Joe Spinale also helped immensely 

by volunteering almost four weeks of his time.

1987 Staff
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The Historical Context

The resurgence of conservative politics in the US in the 

1980s and 1990s was also evident in Western Europe. 

The collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe and  

the USSR brought an end to the Cold War and seemed 

to diminish the nuclear threat. In 1988, Reagan and 

Mikhail Gorbachev signed an agreement to dismantle 

short-range nuclear missiles in Europe. By the end 

of Reagan’s two terms the national debt had tripled, 

to almost $2.7 trillion. In 1989, a deadly earthquake 

shook the San Francisco-Oakland-Santa Cruz area, 

causing a double-tiered freeway bridge to collapse, 

just as the third game of the World Series was about 

to begin at Candlestick Park. The Chinese Communist 

government crushed prodemocracy student protests 

in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square. President Bush — who 

had campaigned with the promise of “no new taxes” 

— called for an increase in income taxes to help curb 

the deficit which had begun to snowball during the 

Reagan Administration. The Exxon Valdez ran aground 

in Alaska’s Prince William Sound, creating the largest 

domestic oil spill in history. Bush authorized an invasion 

of Panama to arrest General Manuel Noriega for drug 

trafficking. Among Noriega’s Miami defense attorneys 

was WEHC alum Dick Sharpstein. Pete Rose 

was banished from baseball for life. Rose admitted to 

gambling on professional sports but denied that he had 

bet on his own team. In 1990, Operation Desert Shield 

Louis Kane and Henry Barr 

lead rejuvenation
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consisted of 527,000 American military personnel sent 

to Saudi Arabia and the Persian Gulf after Iraq invaded 

Kuwait. Officials said the AIDS epidemic was spreading 

throughout all societal factions in America at an alarming 

rate. Paintings valued at over $100,000,000 were stolen  

from Boston’s Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum.

In 1991, after Iraq ignored a UN deadline for 

withdrawing troops from Kuwait, US and coalition forces 

(28 other nations) attacked Baghdad. The high-tech 

Operation Desert Storm, dubbed the Persian Gulf War, 

ended 41 days later (after 100 hours of fighting on 

the ground) with Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein still in 

power. President Bush and the Soviet Union’s Mikhail 

Gorbachev signed a treaty to reduce nuclear weapons 

inventories. The full Senate confirmed Clarence Thomas 

to replace retiring justice Thurgood Marshall on the 

Supreme Court, despite claims of sexual harassment 

by law professor Anita Hill. Magic Johnson announced 

his retirement from the NBA after testing positive 

for HIV. The U.S. population reached 252,000,000. 

The Silence Of The Lambs, starring Jodie Foster and 

Anthony Hopkins, swept the top Oscar Awards — Best 

Picture, Best Director, Best Actor and Best Actress. 

Coverage of the Persian Gulf War helped CNN’s cable 

news networks surge in popularity. 1992 saw one of 

the world’s most destructive hurricanes, Andrew, which 

killed 37 people, totalled nearly 100,000 buildings and 

caused an estimated $20 Billion damage in Florida. 

Democrats Bill Clinton (young Arkansas governor) and 

Senator Al Gore defeated incumbent Republicans Bush 

and Quayle for the Presidency and Vice-Presidency. 

Six weeks after his defeat, Bush pardoned six Reagan 

Administration members for any charges or convictions 

in the Iran-Contra operation. Riots, looting and burning 

broke out in Los Angeles after the acquittal of four white 

police officers on the major counts in the beating of 

Rodney King. Broadcast TV was beginning to lose large 

numbers of viewers to cable-only channels. In 1993, in 

the first major act of terrorism in the continental U.S., 

a bomb explosion at New York’s World Trade Center 

killed five and injured 290. Withdrawal began of GIs, 

Marines and Navy SEALs who had been sent to Somalia 

for Operation Restore Hope. Space Shuttle Endeavour 

astronauts successfully repaired the orbiting Hubble 

Telescope. The North American Free Trade Agreement 

was enacted. Home computers and the Internet became 

the hottest new technologies. Steven Spielberg’s Jurassic 

Park and Schindler’s List were on the big screen. Tom 

Hanks starred in Sleepless In Seattle and Philadelphia. 

In 1994, South Africa’s white government voted itself 

out of existence, and African National Congress leader 

Nelson Mandela assumed the Presidency. In Rwanda 

100,000 died in a bloody civil war. Violence escalated 

between Muslims and Serbs in Bosnia. Breathtaking 

photos of forming galaxies were relayed to Earth by 

the Hubble telescope. Increasingly vocal Republicans 

— from radio talk show host Rush Limbaugh to 

Representative Newt Gingrich — launched media-blitz 

attacks on Clinton’s social reforms, effectively killing 

federally-guaranteed health care. Offering a “Contract 

With America” to restore conservatism to the federal 

government, Republicans gained control of the House 

and Senate, under the leadership of Gingrich and  

Senator Bob Dole. Millions watched live TV coverage  

as OJ Simpson’s white Ford Bronco, driven by friend  

Al Cowlings, led police on a “slow speed chase” through 

Los Angeles County. Simpson vehemently denied 

committing the murders of his wife Nicole and her 

friend Ron Goldman. A major league baseball strike 

over the issue of salary caps caused cancellation of the 

World Series. 1995 saw the worst terrorist attack in 

U.S. history when the front half of the federal building in 

Oklahoma City was literally blown to bits. Army buddies 

Timothy McVeigh and Terry Nichols were arrested in 

the case. In California, after a long, televised trial in 

which much physical evidence was determined to be 

tainted and not admissible, O.J. Simpson was found 

not guilty of murder. Air Force Captain Scott O’Grady 

became a national hero. After his F-16 was shot down 

over Bosnia, O’Grady survived on rainwater and insects 

until rescued by the Marines six days later. The U.S. 

House came under Republican control for the first time 

in 40 years. Microsoft’s Windows 95 was released to 

brisk sales. Forrest Gump won six Academy Awards. Its 

star, Tom Hanks, was awarded the Best Actor Oscar for 

the second year in a row. Grateful Dead founder Jerry 

Garcia died of a heart attack. Notorious mail-bomb 

terrorist known as the Unabomber — Ted Kaczynski 

— was arrested at a remote cabin outside of Lincoln, 

Montana. President Clinton — on a theme of building a 

bridge to the 21st century — defeated Bob Dole to keep 

his Presidency, but Republicans remained in control of 

both Houses of Congress. The U.S. fired cruise missiles 

into Iraq after the country invaded safe havens for the 

Kurds. Evander Holyfield defeated Mike Tyson for the 

heavyweight boxing championship. Sesame Street doll 

Tickle Me Elmo caused stampedes at American toy 

stores during the Christmas season. 

In 1997, O.J. Simpson was found liable for the deaths of 

Nicole and Goldman in a civil trial, and was ordered to 

pay $33,500,000 in compensation. Timothy McVeigh 

was convicted in the Oklahoma City bombing. A U.S. 

court overturned the life sentence for British nanny 

Louise Woodward in the shaking death of baby Matthew 

Eappan. The Mars Sojourner became the first vehicle to 

navigate the surface of another planet. Princess Diana 

and her fiancé died in a fiery car crash in Paris while 

being pursued by photographers. Four days later Mother 

Teresa died of a heart attack at age 87. The Green Bay 

Packers defeated the New England Patriots 35 to 10 

at Super Bowl XXI. On the 50th anniversary of Jackie 

Robinson becoming the first black major league baseball 

player, his number, 42, was retired. Mike Tyson was 

disqualified after biting off a piece of Evander Holyfield’s 

ear during the heavyweight title match. Tiger Woods 

became the first non-white golfer to win the Masters. 

He was also the youngest winner and the best-scorer in 

the tournament’s history. Long lines formed at theaters 

throughout the U.S. upon the opening of Titanic. 

The diminished numbers from 1987 proved to be a 

quirk, lasting only one year. Camp was once again full 

in 1988, with a full complement of counselors, led by 

Program Director Johnny Stoller.

Billy Faria (1988-1995, two as camper) was coaxed 

to Camp by Dan (“Cooker”) Andelman, though his 

mother, a West Ender herself, had unsuccessfully 

suggested the Camp to him earlier. His introduction 

was an easy one. He signed up for four weeks, then 

stayed for all eight. He returned as a camper in 
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1989, then as a CIT, JC and Senior Counselor every 

summer through 1995. Billy loved everything about 

the Camp, but his biggest disappointment seems to 

be his feeling that he let down his entire team and  

his favorite counselor (Mike Andelman) as a first  

year Color War coach. Billy mentioned that Bill 

Margolin has always been known for walking into a 

cabin at the worst possible time (for the counselors), 

looking around, then turning around and walking out. 

Billy agreed with others in wondering what Bill  

meant when he always said “no fooling around.”  

(“Be careful,” of course.) Dave and Mike Andelman, 

Matt and Brian Bloch, Mike (“Santa”) Santosuosso, 

Brett and Eric Wilensky, Gil and E.J. Michelson,  

Ed Sarcia, Scott Taitelbaum, Adam Alfred, Dave 

Gorin, and Ron Cochran were among the leaders 

of the staff during his years. Brian became Program 

Director in 1994 and Santa assumed that role in 

1996. They handed the torch to Adam Barr, Matt 

Wynn, Caleb Englander, Ryan Wilensky, Danny 

Walsh, Nick Brown, Ian Halbert, Steve Cohn, Steve 

Dancey, and Mike Lamkin.

As the responsibilities of directing both the Camp 

and the Club became overwhelming over the years, 

Bill stepped down in 1995 as Executive Director of 

the Club to devote full time energy to the Camp. 

This was a turning point. Except for a brief period 

from 1971 – 1973 when Allie Coles was Executive 

Director of the Camp and Joseph Palladino was 

Executive Director of the Club, the two facilities 

had always been under the leadership of the same 

person. Although the Camp was incorporated in 

Maine and was legally independent from the other 

West End House entities operating out of 105 

Allston Street (The West End House, Inc., which 

operated the Boys & Girls Club, and the WEH 

Alumni Association), traditionally all the officers and 

directors of the WEH, Inc. were elected to the same 

positions for the WEH Camp, Inc., with additional 

people added to the Camp Corporate Board. 

Confusingly, it had developed that it was actually the 

Alumni Association Board that appointed the WEH 

Camp Committee, chaired initially by Dr. David Klein, 

and later by Joe Kaplan with Mike Cataldo, Sr., and 

it was often at the Alumni Association Board level 

that decisions involving the Camp were discussed and 

decided. The Board of the WEH Camp, Inc. generally 

met only once a year – the Annual Meeting at Camp 

at the end of Old Timers’ Week. 

The time had now come, however, to revamp 

and clarify the “system.” In the mid 1990s, starting 

with Camp President Louis I. Kane (George’s son, 

counselor in the 1950s, proud United States Marine, 

successful in business as co-founder of Au Bon Pain, 

and well known Harvard University Trustee) and 

continuing under the leadership and guidance of 

Henry Barr, the Camp’s management and fiscal affairs 

were clearly separated from those of the WEH Boys 

& Girls Club and the WEH Alumni Association. 

Under Henry’s expert guidance new by-laws were 

enacted and a new Camp Board was elected. Camp 

Board Meetings were held on a regular basis and 

committees were entrusted with important tasks. 

Although Louis Kane and Henry Barr were also 

Presidents of the Club during some of the time they 

served as Camp Presidents, it was no longer the 

policy that the President of the Club also be the 

President of the Camp. Joel Goober served very 

successfully as Club President during a critical (1998-

2000) juncture in the Club’s history, though he was 

not Camp President. Marty Jacobs’ term as President 

of the WEH Camp, Inc. (since 2002) has been for the 

Camp only.

Josh Mendelsohn returned for his last summer in 

1996, and, though he enjoyed it once again, he found 

that being the last of his crew could be difficult. “It’s 

not the same.” Many others have said the same.

1990 

Billy fleeces 

bewildered but 

happy campers

1990 Four Happy 

Campers (twins 

Jared and Justin 

Carr from Cornish, 

Maine, and Dale 

and Dana Grenon 

from Stoughton, 

Massachusetts)

1990 fishing action at the Wash Rock. Before 1960, this rock, just south of the Old Timer’s and 

boating docks, was regularly used by campers to wash their clothes.

1990 General 

Swim and Jump. 

Picture taken from 

the boating dock, 

looking towards the 

Old Timer’s dock.

1990 Billy and 

Gillian (“No Dogs 

Allowed”)
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1990 

New activity--

Tai Chi--at the 

ballfield.

1990 

Let’s Make A Deal

1990 

Let’s Make A Deal

1992 Baseball 

pitcher. Nice form.

1991 Dan 

(“Cooker”), 

Dave and Mike 

Andelman (L to R)

1992 Gottlieb

1992 Juniors Soccer team. Front (L to R): Danny Barr, Sean Wilshire, Nick Grenon, 

David Hahn.  Back:  Mike Gordon, Aaron Englander, Matt Rameior, Clif Genon, 

Mike Katzen, Jason Kublin

1991 Bill and 

Women’s Weekend 

guests finishing a 

meal in the Mess 

Hall
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1991 Bill Margolin 

and Beth Martin 

(Nurse)

1991 Brothers at 

Camp. It looks like 

58 heads, out of 

the approximately 

160 (campers 

and counselors) at 

Camp.

1991 Staff

1992 Brothers.  

This time only 41 

brothers.

1992 Indoor 

hockey goalie 

in action, in 

the Rec Hall.

1991 At Ogunquit Beach. Counselors include Vagharsh Kandilian (JC) (left), Danny Levine 

(SC, in Macalaster shirt), Billy Faria (back right). Campers include Danny Barr (front left), 

Peter Horrigan and Michael Gordon (front right), Matt Rameior (rear, 2nd from left)

1992 Softball 

pitcher

1993 Boxing 

revived for a night 

in the Rec Hall

1990 At the end of a counselor hunt, Mike Andelman about to be 

egged. Brother Dave (at right) doesn’t want to watch.

1992 Juniors ready for softball (same group, as prior page)
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1992 Staff

1993 (?) Mess Hall Interior

1993 (?) Interior of 5A

1993 Staff
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Bill Margolin and 

Eddie Andelman 

presenting award to 

Nick Brown at 

January, 1993 

Camp Breakfast

1993 Brothers

1993 Seniors in 

an outdoor 

basketball game

1993 Staff

1993 Gottlieb
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1994 Staff

1994 Brothers

1997 picture of 1992 members of Gottlieb (Clockwise from left: Steve Cohn, Danny Walsh, Adam Barr, Steve Dancey, Caleb Englander, Nick Brown, Ryan Wilensky)

1997 Camp breakfast reunion at Boston College, Front Row: Robbie Gordon, 

Harris Freiss, Drew Thomases, Back Row: Jeff Berger, Ian Greenblatt, Lyle Freiss, 

Evan Lepler, Michael Gordon

1997 (L to R) Lonnie Elfbaum, Andelman brothers Dan, 

Dave and Michael
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The Historical Context

In 1998, Whitewater prosecutor Kenneth Starr 

broadened his investigation to include President 

Clinton’s relationship with Monica Lewinsky, which 

Clinton first emphatically denied but later admitted 

during grand jury testimony and in a TV address. As 

the scandal raged on, Clinton’s approval rating soared 

to all-time high. US budget posted its biggest surplus 

since 1969 — $70,000,000,000. House Speaker Newt 

Gingrich resigned. At age 77, former astronaut John 

Glenn returned to space aboard the shuttle Discovery. 

Microsoft Chairman Bill Gates donated $100,000,000 

to help children in developing countries get basic 

immunization. Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein banned 

American members of the UN weapons inspection 

teams. The FDA approved Viagra for the treatment  

of impotence. Mark McGwire broke Roger Maris’  

37-year-old single-season home run record. Tara Lipinski 

became the youngest Winter Olympics figure skater  

to take the gold medal. 

In 1999, technicians scrambled to fix “Y2K bug.” The U.S. 

mourned the deaths of six Worcester, Massachusetts 

firefighters who went into a fully-involved building on a 

false tip that homeless people were inside. Joe DiMaggio, 

Wilt Chamberlain and Walter Payton died. Ignoring the 

fact that a new century and millennium would actually 

begin with the year 2001, concert promoters, advertisers, 

Steve Lepler returns;  

new Kezar building;  

other improvements
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the media—and most of the public—considered  

New Year’s Eve 1999 to be the moment of the transition. 

In 2000, we found that the Y2K bugs either had been 

neutralized or were not very problematic to begin with. 

George W. Bush (with Dick Cheney as his VP nominee) 

was elected President over Al Gore, in a hotly disputed 

election. On September 11, 2001, terrorists of Osama 

Bin Laden’s radical Muslim Al Qaeda commandeered 

American civilian aircraft and flew them into NYC’s 

two World Trade Center towers and the Pentagon. The 

towers were destroyed and thousands killed, all as the 

country and the world watched live and on relentless, 

horrifying reruns. A portion of the Pentagon was seriously 

damaged. A fourth plane crashed into a Pennsylvania 

field when passengers unsuccessfully tried to retake that 

plane from the terrorist hijackers. The US launched a 

successful attack against the Taliban and Al Qaeda in 

Afghanistan, but did not find Bin Laden. New England 

Patriots won Super Bowl, led by new QB Tom Brady.

2002 was marked by wildfires in the western US, an 

outbreak of West Nile virus in the Midwest and South, 

the third year of a Palestinian “intifadah” in the Middle 

East, corporate scandals (Enron and others), rising 

terrorism throughout the world, the creation of US 

Department of Homeland Security, and Republicans 

taking control of both Houses of Congress. Ted Williams 

and Johnny Unitas died. In March of 2003, claiming that 

Iraq had “weapons of mass destruction”, US invaded 

Iraq with “coalition of the willing” and quickly overthrew 

Saddam Hussein, despite protests that Iraq had nothing 

to do with “9/11”, was not a threat to US, and that there 

was no proof of “WMD.” Pats won Super Bowl again.  

In 2004, the US bogged down in Iraq War, but Bush was 

reelected over Massachusetts Sen. John Kerry. Patriots 

won third Super Bowl in 4 years. Red Sox, led by young 

General Manager (and WEH Camp alum) Theo Epstein, 

won World Series over St. Louis, finally, after winning 

four in a row over Yankees (who had led Boston in ACS 

3-0); mammoth rolling parade celebration in Boston 

ends 86 years of “wait till next year.”

The year 2005 saw increasing concern over global 

warming, the death of Pope John Paul II, and the 

Iraq war in its third year. Syria left Lebanon and 

Israel withdrew from the Gaza Strip, and Hurricanes 

Katrina and Rita devastated the Gulf Coast of the US. 

“Illegal immigration” was a rising concern in the US. 

In 2006 Democrats took back control of both Houses 

of Congress. The Iraq war was going poorly, while the 

Taliban tried to make a comeback in Afghanistan. Strains 

in US armed forces appeared. Veterans’ needs were 

rising, services not keeping pace. In 2007 Boston was 

sports heaven as (1) Theo Epstein-led Red Sox won 

World Series again, (2) Pats went undefeated on the 

way to Super Bowl, (3) Revolution went to MLS Cup final 

third year in a row (but lost), (4) BC football rose as high 

as #2 in the country, (5) Celtics, with Garnett, Pierce 

and Allen, led NBA again after a long drought, and (6) 

even the Bruins showed improvement. Tensions rose 

with “Axis Of Evil” countries North Korea, Iran, Syria, 

especially over nuclear ambitions and “interference” 

in Iraq. Al Gore led movement to fight threat of global 

warming (movie “An Inconvenient Truth”) and won 

Nobel Peace Prize. China and India economies surged, 

sparking great demand for resources and oil; prices rose 

precipitously; scrutiny of imports from China increased 

as faulty goods found. Pakistan in turmoil as US ally Pres. 

Musharraf suspended Constitution; lawyers protested 

and were arrested, echoing Shakespeare’s point; rival 

Benazir Bhutto was assassinated. Kurds in northern Iraq 

provoked hostilities and tension with Turkey. Concerns 

rose over Putin’s anti-democratic Russia. A US troop 

“surge” in Iraq, together with better Sunni cooperation, 

improved situation in parts of that country, especially 

around Baghdad. By year’s end, North Korea relations 

improved, and new, seemingly more benign, intelligence 

about Iran’s nuclear intentions, led to questions and 

confusion. “Subprime” mortgage crisis caused huge 

economic problems for many homeowners, housing 

industry, and investors.

As 2008 opened, Democratic Senators Hillary Clinton, 

Barak Obama and John Edwqrds, and Republican 

Senator John McCain and ex-Governors Mitt Romney 

and Mike Huckabee were the front runners in the 

upcoming Presidential primaries. Many foresaw a coming 

recession. The Patriots lost the forty-second Super Bowl 

to the NY Giantson on a last minute touchdown, ending 

their quest for a historic undefeated nineteen win season.

As the century neared its end, another generation of 

campers and counselors pondered the same question 

that has stumped everyone since the new camp 

bunks were completed and first occupied in 1950: 

When it’s cold, do we open or close the shutters?

The counselors and personalities of the most recent 

decade of the Camp’s history started with Mike 

Lamkin, Ian Halbert, Tim Gosier, Adam and Danny 

Barr, Danny Walsh, Seth Thomases, Steve Wynn, 

Steve and Geoff Dancey, Ryan Wilensky, Aaron 

Kesner, Lee Perryman, Steve Cohn, Aaron Englander, 

Mo Williams, Mike Stawowy and Bobby Shifman. 

The single day “Desert War” was started in 1998 to 

give campers during the first four weeks their own 

special event to look forward to. This was Adam 

Barr’s creation. This is his description:

While vacationing in St. Maarten with our families in late 
1997, I entertained my brother, along with Michael and 
Mark Gordon, with ideas of what I would do in my first 
summer as Program Director (1998) and this included an 
idea of a single day “war” in the first half of the summer 
that divided the campers into two teams. My focus was 
on creating a more balanced 8 week program. And, I was 
intent on enshrining Capture the Flag as the new war’s 
night activity and crown jewel. I also wanted to incorporate 
use of then-new equipment (namely kayaks and mountain 
bikes). My brother and the Gordons encouraged me and,  
on my return, I began to type up a manual on how to run  
a Desert War that would include all of its rules. I would 
make this up as I typed. The name “Desert War” was 
suggested by friends from another camp with an activity  
by that name and it resonated well with the then-recent 
first Gulf War and the “Desert Storm” operation. I was 
intent on making the event a permanent fixture that would 
be remembered even when my peers and I were long 
gone. I was detail-oriented, specifying ceremonial minutiae 
inspired by the traditions of Color War. 

There was a time when Capture the Flag was held on the 
very first night of the summer and perhaps biweekly, but 
the [fear of injuries brought it] closer to extinction with each 
passing year. I believe it may have been fully eradicated 
in the few years prior to 1998 and I pleaded for its return 
on one special night in order to make the day truly a 
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competition like no other day in camp. Further to this point, 
I asked Ryan Wilensky to help me devise a point system 
that would prevent the war from being clinched before the 
Capture the Flag night activity. And so, Desert War would 
always come down to Capture the Flag as the sun set over 
the ballfields on a full day of competition. Ultimately the 
day would include a triathlon with kayaking, biking, and 
distance running legs, junior bombardment for points  
(Matt Neimark’s idea), and the morning would be a new 
take on ju-ju-bee that utilized the entire lower camp 
as a playing field and required spatially structured yet 
centralized staffing. There were ideas for components that 
were tossed around in my mind but ultimately ended up 
in the wastebasket, such as a team-effort one ton boulder 
rolling competition.

To figure out the appropriate distances for each leg of the 
triathlon I let a most athletically talented Gottlieber (Mike 
Neimark) skip his morning waterfront activities one day 
to run a course with me that I made purposely too long. 
My idea was to see when both he and I got too tired and 
could not go any further and also to see how long this took. 
Towards the end of the second hour and while biking the 
third leg of a course that seemed to span the whole of 
East Parsonsfield, we agreed to stop. I got off the bike and 
vomited up the morning’s french toast. We both laid on the 
ground catching our breaths for a long time. I eventually 
created a course half as grueling that would take all the 
seniors two activity periods to complete in relay fashion. 

When I was a camper and CIT I was made to believe that 
some camp traditions had a certain mystique and were 
effectively sacred. As a leader of the camp I came to realize 
that campers will believe that a tradition is hallowed if it 
is presented as such (e.g. the Color War plaques created 
in the 1980s). My approach was to create a seriousness 
about Desert War and it had to come off that way on the 
first go. I had created activities in the past that gained 
varying levels of popularity, but this one had to transcend 
me and be viewed as camp tradition in the future. With 
paintbrushes and cans of paint Michael Gordon and I 
painstakingly painted a special Capture the Flag field in  
the outfield that was 120 yards long with NFL end-zone 
styled flag circles and jails and stenciled “Desert War”  
logo. Danny Walsh and I traversed greater Portland in 
search of the perfect red and black headbands. Aaron 
Kesner and I were up at the crack of dawn with sidewalk 
chalk and spray paint drawing a single line from the Rec 
Hall Steps to the Green Path. CITs waded in the water at 
Kennards to paint war stripes on campers’ faces as they 
completed the kayaking. Steve Wynn stoically presided 
over a tense Capture the Flag. The young coaches gave it 
their all (especially as even they came to believe that they 
were on trial for Color War coaching slots). It was really a 
great Staff and everybody took it seriously and the campers 
felt the aura of a “real” war, like Color War. It was an 
exciting day and it was a very close war. Under the council 
ring lights in a closing ceremony I asked the entire camp, 
“Should we do this again next year?” and I’ ll never forget 
the cheering response.

1 9 0 8 - 1 9 1 7

1 9 1 8 - 1 9 2 7

1 9 2 8 - 1 9 3 7

1 9 3 8 - 1 9 4 7

1 9 4 8 - 1 9 5 7

1 9 5 8 - 1 9 6 7

1 9 6 8 - 1 9 7 7

1 9 7 8 - 1 9 8 7

1 9 8 8 - 1 9 9 7

1 9 9 8 - 2 0 0 7

A decade later there is not a single camper who knows 
a summer to be without a Desert War, and I understand 
that it is now “tradition” and that a camper would believe 
any lore as to how it began. This is how I know that I truly 
succeeded in what I set out to do.

In Boston, the Club hired Andrea Howard as its  

new Executive Director on March 1, 1999. Soon 

after, led by President Henry Barr, the Club 

launched a major fundraising drive and embarked 

on a $7.5 million reconstruction of, and addition to, 

the Club’s Allston Street facility. The new building 

was proudly dedicated in September 2002 at 

ceremonies attended by hundreds of people including 

Congressman Michael Capuano, Boston Mayor 

Thomas Menino, and Harvard University President 

Larry Summers.

Joe Jacobs first attended Camp during the summer 

of 1997, for the second four week session. His 

counselors were Steve Cohn (SC), Freddie 

Davidowitz (JC) and Mike Stawowy (2nd year CIT). 

He returned as a camper for the next five summers, 

with Lee Perryman as his senior counselor each year. 

In 2003 he was a CIT in 5A, with Frederic de Goys 

(CIT), Keoni Wright (SC) and Mo Williams (second 

year CIT). In 2004, Joe was a 2nd year CIT, with 

senior counselors Kenny Ng and Mike Jacobs (his 

cousin), and 1st year CIT Josh Daigle. Joe’s memories 

encompass an interesting list of Camp activities that 

are both traditional and relatively new. The traditional 

include swimming to and at Kennard’s, sailing, trips 

to Ogunquit, and Color War (the buildup, the 

anticipation, and the event itself). The relatively new 

include Desert War and its nontraditional events 

(which Joe often liked even more than Color War 

events), trips to Portland Sea Dogs games and Fun 

Town, banana boating, and evening activities like  

Gold Rush, Monopoly and Stock Market. 

Joe recalls 1997 when he and Josh Swiecicki, 

both first time campers, readied themselves for 

the Gottlieb Hunt evening activity by dressing in 

sweatshirts and equipping themselves with water 

bottles and flashlights. They thought they would be 

out in the woods for a while. Before long, however, 

they realized that something unexpected and very 

important was happening. Bewildered, they just 

followed the crowd to the ballfield, where the team 

lists for the just-started Color War were posted.

Joe says that the food improved every year he was  

at Camp, both in quality and variety. 

Many people remember July 4th bonfires at the 

ballfield, with Billy telling stories, and then walking 

together down the inner path.

The only activity that Joe did not like was 

Watermelon softball, which had been a favorite for 

decades. One year (2003) there was a groundswell 

of opposition to the continuation of what became 

1999 Assorted Staff (Clockwise from top left) Steve Lepler, Shawn Klezmer, Jason Kublin, Steve Wynn, Bobby Shifman, 

Mike Lamkin, Jed Friedman, Ryan Wilensky, Justin Kesner, Bill Margolin

1999 Banana 

boat riders, with 

busy Kennard’s 

in the distant 

background on 

a hot day



152	 T h e  C a m p  H i s t o r y ,  B y  D e c a d e 153	 T h e  C a m p  H i s t o r y ,  B y  D e c a d e

1999 Jai Alai in 

the Rec Hall (with 

Danny Barr, Jared 

Wilk and Ryan 

Wilensky in front)

1999 Desert War 

Ju-Ju Bee

known as “Steve’s” Watermelon (Steve Lepler,  

that is, a great Watermelon fan) and, until 2006, it  

was stopped. 

In 1999 Steve was hired as the Camp’s Assistant 

Executive Director. Steve, who can trace his Camp 

roots back to his grandfather (Sam Seliber, a very 

early camper), was a camper starting in 1967 and 

rose to become a Senior Counselor and Red Cross 

Certified Small Crafts Director. Prior to 1999 he was 

a member of the Camp Corporation, as well as the 

parent of a camper (and future staff man), Evan. The 

energy and enthusiasm that Steve brought to the 

position has over the years resulted in an increase in 

the numbers of campers, quality of staff, and caliber 

of programs. As one example only, Steve has led 

many hikes around Long Pond and to the White 

Mountains of New Hampshire. Much of the success 

that the WEH Camp has enjoyed in its most recent 

decade bears Steve’s imprint. In addition, his wife, 

Ramie, has generously volunteered assistance in many 

aspects of programming and administration at Camp. 

In 1999, a new and very welcome cabin (nicknamed 

“The Kezar” after the style name given it by the 

maker, but also because of the similarity to the 

name of nearby Kezar Falls, a village of Parsonsfield) 

was built near the entrance to Camp, owing to the 

generosity of Mike Finn (in memory of his mother, 

Barbara), former (1970s) camper and counselor  

and long-time, active Board member. This building 

serves as the greeting and meeting point for visitors, 

the site of a small library as well as a weekly canteen,  

and the conference center for parents and staff. 

There were other additions and improvements, as 

well: the batting cage behind the Rec Hall, a new 

2000 (?) Rear: 

Eric Wilensky, 

David Gorin, 

Scott Taitelbaum, 

Jesse Katz, Front: 

Josh Mendelsohn, 

Mike Santosuosso, 

Adam Bernstein

2002 Sailing Dock. 

Mike Stawowy 

helping campers 

rig the Sunfish. The 

floating dock seen 

here has since been 

replaced by a wider 

and more stable 

floating dock.
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motor boat, new sailboats, and a newly landscaped 

lower campus area. Two Camp America counselors 

(Michal Pryzbysz from Poland and Boris Mitov from 

Bulgaria) were also welcome Senior Counselors.

While Danny Barr (in his first of six consecutive 

summers as Program Director, 2000-2005),  

Adam Avakian, Aaron Kesner, Seth Thomases,  

Mike Stawowy, Lee Perryman, Bobby Shifman,  

Aaron Englander and Danny Walsh all returned in 

2000 to lead a very experienced counselor group,  

a new crop of counselors (all multiyear campers)  

was rising, including Jared Wilk (SC), Levon Badounts, 

Mike Gordon, Drew Thomases, Marc Balmazi, Evan 

Lepler, Shawn Klezmer, Dan Liebman, and Jason 

Kublin. Mostly the same group returned in 2001, 

aided by returnee Steve Wynn, three Camp America 

counselors (Hubert Habiera and Krzystof Korzeniak 

from Poland, and Theo Thysiades from Greece),  

 and younger staff like Jeff Berger, Harris Friess,  

Ian Greenblatt, Calvin Rodman and Justin Kesner.

In 2002, the staff once again was a traditional mix 

of veterans, up and coming staff (including Greg 

Dancey, David Goldstein, Brian Handell, Mike Jacobs 

and Maurice Williams), and some new faces (Dean 

Owens, Michael Kuta, Tom Sargent, Zach Tucker), 

but it also featured four sets of brothers (Jed and 

Seth Friedman, Harris and Lyle Friess, Mike and 

Robbie Gordon, Drew and Seth Thomases) as well 

as cousins Jason and Zach Kublin. 

The “Intercamp Sports Director” for 2002, Mike 

Gordon, reported in that summer’s SPIRIT that the 

Camp enjoyed “a formidable return to Intercamp 

glory,” boasting 24 wins against only 7 losses. Leading 

up to the 2002 summer, a concerted effort was 

made to upgrade the food and menus at Camp, 

under the leadership of the Board’s Food Committee 

(chaired by Jeff Kublin). It worked well, and everyone 

was pleased. Also in 2002, the State of Maine’s 

Department of Human Services inspector, making 

his annual surprise visit to review the Camp’s kitchen, 

infirmary, waterfront and other areas, gave the  

Camp the unheard-of mark of 100%.

Danny Barr was assisted in 2003 by Drew Thomases, 

who himself was assisted on the waterfront by Jeff 

Berger. The summer of 2003 was very successful, 

with 224 boys served for all or part of the season. 

Ian Greenblatt and Jason Gibbs were terrific League 

Commissioners, and Robbie Gordon again did 

a great job coordinating a successful intercamp 

sports campaign. Keoni Wright, Ross Peart, Mark 

Armstrong, Gary Mallett, Blake Kampen, and Adam 

Cohen-Leadholm were other new Senior Staff.

In a tragic echo of the death of Jimmy Meirick in 1959, 

Ian Greenblatt (camper from 1996-2000 and staff 

man from 2001-2003) died in 2004 as a result of 

injuries suffered in an auto accident in New York City, 

soon after graduating from high school (Rivers)  

and just months before starting his first year at 

Colgate University.

2002 Ten & Under 

Team assembled 

to play a series 

of games against 

Camp Robin Hood 

(softball, newcombe, 

soccer)

1 9 0 8 - 1 9 1 7

1 9 1 8 - 1 9 2 7

1 9 2 8 - 1 9 3 7

1 9 3 8 - 1 9 4 7

1 9 4 8 - 1 9 5 7

1 9 5 8 - 1 9 6 7

1 9 6 8 - 1 9 7 7

1 9 7 8 - 1 9 8 7

1 9 8 8 - 1 9 9 7

1 9 9 8 - 2 0 0 7

2005 Council Ring 

flag lowering at 

day’s end

2005 Steve Lepler 

relaxing during Old 

Timer’s Week

2005 campers 

playing cards in 

their bunk with 

counselor
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In 2004, Jeffrey Berger, in his eleventh and final year, 

ran the waterfront with great help from Assistant 

Waterfront Director Marc Balmazi, Dan Liebman, 

Tommy Kandler, Andre Fredette and Jason Cohen. 

Mike Jacobs, with Mike Stawowy and Josh Daigle, 

ran the boating program and successfully stepped 

up the instructional aspects, having three campers 

pass sailing tests based on U. S. Sailing requirements. 

A new and more stable sailing dock extension also 

helped, although the fickle Long Pond breezes did 

not always cooperate and the weather was on the 

poor side of average. Evan Lepler returned in 2004 

with three of his college (Wake Forest) friends joining 

as valuable senior staff (John Kander, Chris Johnson 

and Rahad Daker). Artie Jones and Rich Smith (on 

lacrosse), Damon Cashman and Kander (tennis),  

and Kenny Ng and David Kaplan (archery) completed 

the excellent waterfront group. The senior sports 

staff included League Commissioners Robbie Gordon 

and Josh Swiecicki, Mike Gordon and Evan Lepler, 

Daker, Johnson and Rickey Taylor. Interestingly,  

the 40 staff members hailed from near and far, from 

Boston (John Moriarty, Zac Gordon, Kenny Ng, 

Artie Jones) and its suburbs (eight from Newton, 

seven from Needham and at least one from each of 

Brookline, Canton, Framingham, Holbrook, Randolph, 

Rutland, Sharon, Stoughton, Sudbury, Wakefield, 

Watertown, Woburn), to Maine (Daigle, Fredette), 

Texas (Brian DeMarco), New York (Joe Jacobs), 

South Carolina (Taylor), North Carolina (Daker), 

Minnesota (Cashman), Ohio (Kander), and Maryland 

(Chris Johnson).

In 2005, newcomers Marcos Palacios, Callum 

Anderson and Dan Hoppin joined with Senior 

Counselor returnees Danny Barr (his last summer), 

Robbie Gordon, Jon Kander, Mike Stawowy and 

Maurice (“Mo”) Williams. Dan Liebman returned 

to run the waterfront, Evans Joseph rose to Senior 

Counselor for the first time, and younger staff (Junior 

Counselors Josh Swiecicki, Zac Gordon, Andrew 

Crispin, Tommy Kandler, and second year CITs 

Rashad Cudjoe, Sam Jekowsky, Sam Freund, Josh 

Daigle, Max Parker, and John Moriarty), as always, 

took on increasing responsibilities. Several long hikes, 

four successful socials and an extraordinarily close 

(one point) Color War punctuated the summer.  

The chef (Lee Russell) and food were excellent, and 

the nurse (Sandi Nelson in her second summer)  

was extraordinarily capable. The Camp’s caretaking 

duties passed seamlessly from Norman Scott (after 

nine superb years, not just summers) to Norm  

and Joan Scott’s son-in-law, John Fredette (father of 

Andre and Luke), continuing yet another Camp 

connection which started almost 50 years ago  

when Norm’s father “Scotty” drove WEHC groups 

all over southern Maine in his creaky but dependable 

school bus, always earning his own “Rip, Rip, Rips”  

2005 

Just Being Kids 

1 9 0 8 - 1 9 1 7

1 9 1 8 - 1 9 2 7

1 9 2 8 - 1 9 3 7

1 9 3 8 - 1 9 4 7

1 9 4 8 - 1 9 5 7

1 9 5 8 - 1 9 6 7

1 9 6 8 - 1 9 7 7

1 9 7 8 - 1 9 8 7

1 9 8 8 - 1 9 9 7

1 9 9 8 - 2 0 0 7

at trip’s end. Despite Norm’s retirement, he (and 

Joan) continue to help John care for the Camp,  

and it shows. 

2006 was another fine summer, with an experienced 

staff joined by newcomers and a wonderful mix  

of new and veteran campers, from firsts-in-their-

families to those with connections over generations. 

The SPIRIT recognized the “Elite 8”; that is, the  

23 boys “who made the wise decision to spend the 

full 8 weeks at WEHC,” including Danny Bernard, 

Shaun Cronin, Ben Eggert, Zach Goroshko, Luke 

Goroshko, Ben Grosser, Alex Hebert, Panharith 

Kong, Ryan Leary, Zach Leppo, Sam London, Sam 

McGann, Chris Moriarty, Kevin Reyes, Roque Reyes, 

Vicheth Seang, Neil Sharma, Jacob Shochat, Jacob 

Stetson, Evan Swartz, Marcus Tingling, Corey White 

and Ben Yudysky. Josh Swiecicki, in his tenth year at 

Camp, stepped into the role of Program Director 

and did an admirable job, with great help from Danny 

Walsh, Mike Stawowy, Robbie Gordon, Mo Williams, 

and new Senior Counselors Sam Jekowsky, Rashad 

Cudjoe, Sam Freund and Jason Cohen. Younger staff 

Josh Daigle, Brendon Avergon, James Adams and 

Evan White were contributing more and more.

The final summer that we mention was 2007. The 

“Elite 8” group increased to 25, with eleven boys 

repeating—Ben Eggert, Panharith Kong, Zach Leppo, 

Sam London, Kevin Reyes, Roques Reyes, Vicheth 

Seang, Jacob Shochat, Jacob Stetson, Evan Swartz 

and Marcus Tingling – and fourteen more joining 

them – Kobe Alston, Aidan Driscoll, Sam Eggert, 

Adam Josephson, Jacob Leppo, Jake Leppo, Jeremy 

Luna, Jonah Rappaport, Brion Rock, Jake Ryter, Dan 

Saucier, Lev Tsybin, Jeremy Zucker and Todd Zucker. 

Dances, hikes, wiffleball, Watermelon and Color War 

were familiar highlights. Participation by six campers 

in a multicamp spelling bee was something new (Elite 

8 members Jake Ryter and Marcus Tingling made 

the finals). Victories over Robin Hood in the House 

Game and in the 15 & under Robin Hood baseball 

tournament might not have been new, but they never 

get old. Mealtime chess games on the Mess Hall 

porch were also new. The counselors’ nightly pizza 

allegiance seemed to switch from KHOP to Sophia’s, 

but do any of the current counselors remember what 

Sophia’s used to be called? (Dall’s, and they used to 

make the best black and white frappes this side of 

Brigham’s.) Josh Swiecicki, Danny Walsh and Evan 

Lepler led the staff again, with considerable help from 

2007 Seven 

Campers related 

to Jake Leppo 

surround memorial 

plaque in his 

honor. Jake was a 

contemporary of 

Jack Burnes..
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SC veterans Josh Daigle, Jason Cohen, Sam Jekowsky, 

Mo Williams, Rashad Cudjoe and Mike Stawowy, and 

new SCs Steve McGibony, Pros Seng and Jake Wright. 

As always, younger counselors were ready and willing 

to contribute and accept more responsibility. 

As 2008 opened, the Camp’s Board of Directors had 

a busy January. The Camp was planning and obtaining 

permits for two new cabins to house the families of 

older staff (through the continued generosity of Myra 

Kolton), as well as the complete renovation of the 

old infirmary/Burnes buildings near the tennis courts 

(through the continued generosity of Laurie Kaplan), 

where Laurie’s father, Joe, stayed when visiting Camp. 

The Camp held its annual Camp Breakfast, for the 

first time at Harvard University’s Spangler Center. 

Planning and fundraising was well under way for the 

gala celebration of the Camp’s 100th birthday, to be 

held May 3, 2008 at Gillette Stadium. 

2007 Aaron Leppo 

and seven Leppo 

campers 2005 Campers in front of flag-painted Gottlieb


